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Five new games 
from Kixx XL 
reviewed on 
page 60... 


yhile Jurassic 

fever hits the 
ST - Stone Age 
on page § 


ON THIS MONTH'S COVERDISK 
EASY DRAW 2 


We've excelled ourselves this month by bringing you a full-blown vector graphics 
program. Easy Draw 2 from Migraph is a powerful commercial package that works 
in either medium or high resolution and lets you create incredibly detailed pic- 
tures using basic building blocks such as lines, circles and various 
patterns. With Easy Draw 2, you can design quality 
pictures and logos for use in letter- 
headings, magazines,news- 
letters ... or just for fun! 
Epson 9-pin printer support 
is provided as standard and 
pictures can be saved as 
-GEM files for you to load 
into Timeworks. 


PLUS 


SEE PAGE 14 FOR: 
DTERM: an easy-to-use comms 
terminal program to go with our 
article on CIX. 

FASTRAMD: a highly flexible 
RAMdisk used in our Problem 
Solved tutorial. 

EXTAKEY: Gives you access to all 
256 ASCII characters for use in 
word processing or DTP. 
AUTOBORT: Allows you to bypass 
auto folder programs. 


EATURES 


FLYING COLOURS 

is the first major paint program to be released in years and otters 
absolutely mouth-watering options such as a tlexibke toolbox, anima- 
and translation to and from a whole host of image formats, Add support 
SpeedoGDOS along with true colour on the Falcon and the sum result is 2 
Is product. How good Is It? Find out by reading Maurice Collins’ com- 
review starting on page 18.., 


ARTY FACTS! 


TruePaint apart, the market is awash with art programs. Want to know how 
Compare? Our art package round-up lists mine of the contenders... 


30 LESS HASTE, MORE SPEED! 


Fnere have been so many incarnations of GOOS that you probably need a calculator to add them 
up! SpeedoGDOS is the latest version but does it finally deliver what we've all been waiting for? Ofir 
'Gal provides the answer. 


34 IMPROVE YOUR MEMORY! 


With ST-Review offering memory upgrades from the ridiculously low starting price of £9.99, you'd be 
foolish not to be considering adding extra RAM. How easy is it to fit? Tony Kaye takes you through 
‘one of our famed photographic step-by-steps 


39 ALIVE AND CIXING! 


‘CIX, or the Compulink Information eXchange, is one of the foremost UK bulletin boards with hun- 
dreds of conferences and thousands of programs just waiting to be transferred to your ST. 
Interested? André Willey explains all... 


44 THROUGH THE KEYHOLE 


The first in a brand new series aimed at giving you a unique insight into the major UK companies. 
‘Ever wondered what goes into producing ST software? Tony Kaye finds out that HiSoft certainly 
fmow 2 thing or two... 


48 ONE MAN & HIS ST 


What makes a software writer create a certain program? jeremy Hughes, author of Fonttit Plus and 
Imagecopy, shares a tew of his secrets withy 5T Review. 


REGULARS 


The tecent MIDI & Electronic Music Show should have been renamed the Falcon Show! Hot pics and 
information along with the latest product news, 


10 EASY DRAW 2 TUTORIAL 


ST Review does it again with Easy Draw 2, a full commercial package for your enjoyment! Keith Berry 
funs through the features and then takes you on 3 guided tour through your first creation... 


52 MIDI MONTHLY 

With the price of sound modules continuing to tumble, MIDI Monthly reviews the latest two to 
Appear: Roland $C-7 and MIDI Blaster, Are they worth buying? Read Vie Lennard’s comments on 
Pages S2 and 53, Also on review are MixIT, Music Mandala and the latest MIDI song files_. 


57 SCREEN SCENE 

An exclusive preview of the new French game trom Lankhor Software, Black Sect, and an atmospheric 
adventure set in the (very French!) Yorkshire Moors heads off this month's Screen Scene. There are 
also reviews of Stone Age from Grandslam and a VFM Special on a new range of mid-priced games 
from Kixx XL — all nicely wrapped up with a competition with three chances to win no less than 10 
games! 


Our usual mixed bag of the latest PD games, utilities and data- 
Bases as well as our usual set of coupons to help your orders on 
their way... 


74 RAMPING IT UP 


The last in our Problern Solved series aimed at helping you to 


ALL TEN 
Seated ordtted KDXX XL 
= GAMES! 


San ala SEE PAGE 63! 


advantage of our subscription offer and have ST Review 
lly dropping onto your doormat each month... 


WIN 


THE GREATEST PRIZE EVER 
OFFERED BY AN ST MAGAZINE! 
WIN A COMPLETE FALCON 
PACKAGE WORTH £3,000! 
SEE PAGES 46 & 47... 


INFORMAL 
The column with that laid-back feel... 


WRIGHT ISSUES; Multi-tasking 23 
OPEN HOUSE; Reviewing software 31 
TECH TALK; Falcon compatibility 41 


SCREEN SCENE 


Relax with the latest games... 


BLACK SECT 57 
STONE AGE 59 
OPERATION STEALTH 60 
M1 TANK PLATOON 60 
PIRATES 61 
MANIAC MANSION 61 
F-19 STEALTH FIGHTER 61 


ST BUYER 


Tutorials, short reviews and your letters 
- all in one section... 


PROBLEM SOLVED - RAMDISKS 74 
HISOFT BASIC TUTORIAL 77 
COMMS COACHING 81 
A GUIDE TO GDOS 82 
WRITE ON TUTORIAL 84 
MOUSE TRICKS 2 86 
ADDRESS 1.6 87 
ASK THE EXPERTS 89 
LEARN THE LINGO 93 
LETTERS 94 
THE BLITTER END 98 


Upgrade your memory step-by-step on page 34. 


TIME FOR OPTIMISM 


As many of you know, I’ve been 
highly sceptical about the Falcon. 
Irrespective of whether various “offi- 
cial” comments have been fact or fic- 
tion, we appear to have been chas- 
ing a shadow for the past year. Now 9 
that stocks are finally starting to 
trickle into retail outlets, has the 
wait been worthwhile? Or has the 
Falcon simply been an interesting 
exercise in marketing by hype... 

Something happened recently that 
finally convinced me. The fourth MIDI & Electronic Music Show 
was held at Wembley at the end of April and being a public 
hands-on style show, it has never been seen as a forum for intro- 
ducing new products into the UK. Quite frankly, it should have 
been renamed the Falcon Show as the news report on this page 
bears out, There were at least 10 stands showing software on the 
Falcon and many products had never been seen publicly in the 
UK. From Steinberg’s Cubase Audio offering eight tracks of quality 
digital sound to Compo’s MUSICOM, a sub-£50 product reviewed 
last issue, the buzz around the show was all about one product — 
the Falcon. 

Yes it’s just a music show, but there are only two areas of the 
ST market that have ever really attracted professional interest and 
that’s music and DTP. But while there are, perhaps, half a dozen 
DTP packages for the ST, you'd need a calculator to count the 
number of music programs. 

You're not interested in music? Fine, but unless the Falcon sells 
in reasonable quantities we're unlikely to see many manufacturers 
taking the plunge and supporting a machine that won’t return 
them a profit. The music industry has taken to the Falcon like a 
duck to water— when you see a father handing over £1,000 in 
£20 notes to buy a Falcon for his music-loving son, you know that 
the corner has finally been turned. 

HiSoft have been one of the few software companies to support 
the Falcon from its inception. It’s clear from their history, as 
detailed in Through The Keyhole this month, that they're not a 
company to take risks lightly. Are their current products music- 
based? No. Now doesn’t that tell you something? Also, compati- 
bility doesn’t appear to be the horrendous issue that we expected 
— just take a look at how many public domain programs are 
marked “Falcon-Compatible” in PD Zone this month. 

Will a version of the Falcon appear sporting a faster 68030 
processor? Or a 68040? Possibly, only time will tell. But there’s 
one thing for certain. If manufacturers don't support the machine 
by creating Falcon-specific software, the public won't buy it and 
we're back to square one. 

This month we're giving away an incredible prize worth over 
£3,000 in the shape of a Falcon, high-quality colour monitor, 
Citizen Projet printer and an excellent bundle of software and~ 
accessories. Do ST Review have faith in the Falcon? Actions speak 
louder than words... 


Vic Lennard 
Editor 


The MIDI & Electronic Music Show is the hi-tech public arena of the year ~ fact 
Launched simply as the MIDI Music Show in 1990, two things have changed; 
the venue and the general atmosphere of the show. Now based at the 
Wembley Conference Centre, it appears to have finally come of age with a 


more professional outlook attracting serious and c 

All of the major music manufacturers were the 
synths and other equipment for the first ti 
the USA or Germany at the beginning of 

The two large seminar halls were in use for most of the show with over 300 
people packing out the most popular demonstrations. These included the first 
UK showing of Cubase Audio on the Falcon, Yamaha's hard disk recording sys- 


music-users alike. 
and many were showing 
K after launches in either 


“Hello Music” 
was a rather 
apt backdrop 
for the 
Yamaha 
stand. Using 
the high public profile of the MIDI Music Show, Yamaha we 
showing their brand new CBX-T3 sound module used in conjunc- 
tion with a Falcon running Cubase, The CBX-T3 is very similar 
in design to the existing TG100 and so is a true General MIDI 
instrument. 


Take Control's Music DIP program is one of very few music desk- 
top publishing programs on the ST. Sharpscore is the latest prod- 
uct and Take Control have ensured that it is Falcon-compatible... 


News Feature 


The MIDI & Electronic Music Show attracted 


more than 10,000 people to the Wembley 
Conference Centre at the end of April. 
Vic Lennard was there, camera in hand. 


F 


tem for the Atari ST, combined sequencing and sample play-back via Gajits’ 
Breakthru, program and an excellent demonstration of how to put together a 
sequenced song on the ST from Joe Ortiz of Heaver 

From an Atari point of view, the big n 
used for demonstrations. At least ten sta 


LCON 


One of the major crowd-pullers was 
Composoft’s MUSiCOM program, also 
reviewed last issue and given an 
“Essential Buy” award to boot! With a 
twenty minute demonstration every hour, the crowds flocked to see 
the “Falcon Show” on a special 37-inch monitor. Ofir Gal was on 
hand to control the Falcons while Steve Pert did his showman bit 
with a comprehensive tour around the computer, concentrating on 
MUSICOM and Cubase. Sharing the stand were System Solutions, 


sporting a com- 
prehensive selec- 
tion of upgrade 
software and 
hardware, and 
CGS who gave a 
very impressive 
demo of DA’s 
Vector. 


the picture gallery shows, and many p 

Direct-to-disk recording was t 
and Steinberg utilising the Falc 
through the year, perhaps the 
of the next show 


reviewed in the last issue of ST 
Review. Providing Falcon owners 
with a four-track direct-to-disk 
recorder and editor, the D2D prod- 
ucts are continually being refined 
and updated. Various retailers 
were showing these products 
including Brixton Exchange & 
Mart on whose stand this photo was taken. 


Audio Visual Research, or AVR for short, are now 
part of HiSoft and no time has been wasted in hav- 
ing a product available for the Falcon. While the 
Replay 16 cartridge shown in this photo is likely 

to be of little use to Falcon owners due to the 
Falcon’s DSP chip, it can be used to digitally edit 
sounds. With the expertise of AVR on-board, HiSoft 
are guaranteed to bring out Falcon-based audio 
products in the future... 


Steinberg have taken to the Falcon in a big way, 
with a compatible version (3.02) of their best- 
selling sequencer, Cubase, already available to 
Falcon owners. The ease-of-use offered by 
Cubase was borne out by the number of stands 
using it for demonstrations, including 
Heavenly Music and Hands On MIDI Software, 
two of the major MIDI song file libraries. 


The other star of the show has to be Steinberg’s Cubase Audio 
which gives elght tracks of digital audio on the Falcon without 
the need for any extra hardware. People crowded 
round cach time Dave Nicholson of Steinberg gave a 
demonstration and the integration between 
sequencing and digital audio was most impressive 
as shown in the screenshot. 


With the open struc- 
ture, over 10,000 peo- 
ple weaved in and out 
of the stands during 
the three days. The 
show has finally come 
of age and must now 
be viewed as the pre- 
mier public music 
show of the year. 
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‘HighRes Monitors Res Monitors 


The sudden lack of Atari High Resolution 
monitors, and high demand have prompted 
‘System Solutions to fill the gap with their new 
range of SM14 monitors. 

This 14° monitor has a paperwhite FST 
(Matter squarer tube), which gives a crisp and 
sharp image with no blurring at the edges 
There are two models. the SMI4 without 
speaker and the SMi4s with Speaker A 
‘special Falcon version is available, too. 

Each monitor is individually adjusted for the 
best possible picture. Perlect aspect ratio 
and optimised image for OverScan ST 
(shown below) are available on request. 
‘Essential Buy, 90%’ 

ST Review, May 1993. 


RRP:£149.95 > 
without speaker [> 
RRP:£169.95 


with speaker 
SS 
Contact System < 
Solutions on SS y 
081-693.3355 : 


F you are one of those people using 
DeskTop Publishers, or Music Notation, do 
you find that you spend ages for the 
screen to redraw. Weil, if so then System 
Solutions have the solution for you. NVDI is 
the fastest and most compatible display 
accelerator software available 

It works by replacing parts of TOS with 
Optimised code. The faster the processor 
(CPU) the greater the benefit. Display 
routines are 3-10 times faster. 

‘tt make you wonder how you ever used 
your ST without it’ ST User August 1992. 


Version 2.11 still only £39.95 
Further info on tel 081-693 1919 


. . 
High Density 
DO you feel left out when your PC, and Mac 
friends start talking about how they can get 
144Mb on a floppy disk. Well now you can 
join them with the ElCo High Density kits. 
The kit comes with fitting instructions, 
software (HD formatter) and a high quality 
144Mb floppy disk drive. It is fully compatible 
with your old double density disks, and works 
with PC Emulators. 
A perfect replacement 
troublesome single-sided drives. 


Special Offer Price: £89.95 
‘The High Density Module 's also available seperately 
without the drive for £39.95 


Phone System Solutions on Tet 0753-832212 


for those 


Crossing the Border 


EVER fancied the idea of a larger monitor. but not the price that goes with 
it?? Well now you can with OverScan ST. This little board fits inside your 
Atari ST(FM) or Mega ST (not STe's) allowing you to use the black borders as 
an extended working area. In practise this means you can get up to 40% 
extra screen in high resolution, and up to 60% in colour. It also works with 


Multisynes. 
Special Offer 
Price £39.95 


Contact System 
Solutions on 


0753-832212 


If your Atari has seen better days, or it needs a bit of a boost, then contact us at 
Atari Workshop. We operate two fully equipped workshops, giving 4 professional 
service and customer satisfaction. Our high standard of workmanship has been 


endorsed by Atari UK. We repair, fit memory upgrades, accelerators, and fact just 


about anything you can think of. Why not give us a call 
now, and see what we can do for you? 


Winsor Service Centre: 
Windsor Business Centre, Vansittart Estate, Windsor SL4 SE Tet0?53-692212 
London Service Centre: 
The Desktop Centre 17-19 Beckwater Street East Dulwich SE22 SAS CSESS Se 


ArAR! 


WORKSHOP 


Falcon support is growing but 
not at the expense of the ST, 
as our round-up reveals... 


GAMES, GAMES, GAMES! 


Software houses are realising the value of the ST when it comes 
to games, Gremlin Graphics are set to release Zool, Ninja of the 
Nth Dimension after originally deciding not to. A recount of the 
software titles sold on the ST have apparently made this a game 
worth producing. The game will be Falcon-compatible, but no 
extra features are expected for the 68030 machine. 

Two new games have been released for the Falcon and will 
shortly be available from Daze Marketing. 

Ishar and Transarctica are the first Falcon games to be made 
available. Both take advantage of the 256 colour palette. See 
next month's ST 
Review for a full 
review of both 
games, 


One of the 
first Falcon 
specific games, 
Ishar 


SUB-£500 LASER IS OKI BY US! 


OKI have launched the first laser printer with a retail price beneath 
£500 

With a recommended retail price of just £499, the OL400E and 
boasts a speed of 4 ppm, 100-sheet paper tray, 42 bitmapped fonts, 
300x300 dpi resolution and 0.5 megabyte internal memory upgrade- 
able to 4.5 megabytes. Add to this a very efficient energy manage- 
ment system and advanced toner saving features and you have an 
entry-level laser well worth a second look. 

OKI are at 550 Dundee Road, Slough Trading Estate, Slough, 
Berkshire SL1 4LE. Tel: 0753 819819 


The OKI 
01400¢ is the 
cheapest laser 
so far! 


HP’S GOT 
SOME SAUCE! 


Hewlett Packard have introduced a new entry level laser printer, the 
Laserjet 4L. 

Priced at just £649, the 4L should prove attractive to small business- 
es and home users. Later in the year, a Postscript version will be 
available. 

The HP 4L is capable of printing four pages per minute and is 
designed to be easy to use and cheap to run. It powers on and off 
automatically to reduce power consumption and has an EconoMode, 
enabling you to 
print pages at half 
the cost using a 
draft print mode. 

Also from HP is a 
new colour ink jet 
printer, the Deskjet 
1200C and the 
1200C/PS. 

Both printers can 
produce up to 
seven pages per 
minute of text and 
offer 600x300 dots 
per inch resolu- 
tion. The speed 
comes down to 
two minutes per page for a full colour page proof requiring three 
passes of the print head. 

Prices are £1389 and £1939 respectively. More information from 
the Customer Information Centre, Hewlett Packard Limited, Cain 
Road, Bracknell, Berks RG12 THN. Tel: 0344 369222. 


The HP LaserJet 4L. 
Affordable laser printing. 


7 

The DeskJet 1200€. 
Professional colour 
printing. 


FALCON CLUB 
CALLS THE TUNE 


A new club has been formed in support of the Falcon. FIX (Falcon 
Information eXchange) will specialise in musical applications for 
the machine. 

Membership costs just £20 per year including a regular disk 
magazine containing news, views, reviews, interviews, letters, 
questions and answers and a regularly updated listing of music 
packages for the Falcon, 

To join, send a cheque or postal order made payable to 
“Computing For Music” to 11 Ferrestone Road, Hornsey, London 
N8 7BX or telephone 081-340 1871 
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QUICK ON 


THE DRAW! 


We've excelled ourselves this month 
by bringing you a full-blown vector 
drawing package — Easy Draw 2 from 
Migraph! Keith Berry takes you on 

a guided tour through the menus... 


SZ00 el) 


Load: The standard file loading function. Any picture present in the window 
will be lost. 

Merge: As “Load” except that your existing picture is not lost. 

Open #2 Window: Easy Draw 2 can use a maximum of two windows and 
objects can be transferred between them via the Clipboard, 

Save (F1) Save As...: Use “Save As...” the first time that you save your pic- 
ture to disk. After that, just press F1 to update the disk file. 

BAK files: If activated (marked with a tick), the previous save will be 
renamed with a .BAK extension instead of being overwritten. 

OutPrint: This is the print function of Easy Draw 2 and is a separate pro- 
gram. It is ready for use only if your printer is Epson 9-pin compatible. 


Open #2 opens the 
second window. 
‘i Arranged like this 
you can move to the 
other window by 
clicking on it and 
then transfer objects 
via the Clipboard. 


Text ine Fates toler 


‘e echt 


PAGE 


Size...: Presents you with a choice of three imperial and three metric sizes, 
Rulers Display (Alt T): Useful only if you are creating a full page. Shown in 
metric or imperial depending on the page size in use, 

Grid options: These are self-explanatory. Alt-G toggles the grid display on 
or off. 

Select All (Alt A); Activates all items on the page (marks each object with a 
sizing box). 

Erase All (Alt E): Clears everything from your current window. 


Area 

Normal (Alt N) 
Full Page 

Last (Alt L) 
These are fairly self-explanatory. The zoom level in use is greyed out in the 
menu. After selecting Area, jeft-click at the top-left corner of the area you 
wish to magnify. Alt-L toggles you back and forth between your last two 
zoom levels. 

Zoom Full Page for 
an overview of every- 
thing in your current 


EDIT 


Delete (or Delete key): Deletes any or all activated objects [teat 
without a warning prompt. 

Undelete (or Undo key): Restores the last deleted object at the 
top-left corner of your current window, so if the top of the window 
is not currently visible you will have to scroll up to it. 

Copy (Alt C); A duplicate of an active object is made, slightly offset 
of the original. 

Flip (Alt F): After selecting this option a dialogue prompts 
“Lelt/Right” or “Up/Down” for horizontal or vertical flip. Select 
with the mouse pointer or press the "L” or "U” keys, 

Mirror (Alt M): This is the same as using Copy and Flip but saves a 
step or two, 

Rotate (Alt R): Repeatedly pressing AIt-R rotates an active object Objects may be reversed using the Flip 
in 90 degree steps. function. The Mirror function is identical 
Open/Close (Alt 0): This toggles the opening and closing (a line “XCePt that it duplicates the original 

joins the start and end points) of a selected Polyline. object. 

Size (Alt Z): With this option selected (appears ticked) the sizing 
box has no comer squares and resizing using the mouse pointer (ta Tie t 
‘on the side squares will increase or decrease the size of the active = 
‘object in both directions proportionately. 

Stretch (Alt X): This differs from Size in having corner squares on 
the sizing box and the object can be stretched in either direction, 
Edit Arc/Pie: After selecting an existing Arc or Pie object (it must 
be ungrouped from other objects first), this allows you to alter its 
size or shape. Press the right mouse button to exit this mode. 

Edit Polyline: Use this much as the above function. You can select 
the turning points of a Polyline and move them individually. An 
extremely useful feature and experience with it will show that it |») 
pays to use more, and closer, turning points than you may other- 

wise expect when drawing Polylines. Using Mirror Up and just a couple of 
Edit Text (F10): Moves a cursor into an existing Text box to allow odifications turns a simple pocket 
deletion or insertion of extra text. You can also spfit a text box into Watch into a half-hunter! 

two or toggle right-justification on and off. Right click to exit. 


ARRANGE 


Put in Front/Back: Controls which of two or more overlapping objects are displayed “over” or “under” the other(s). 
Create Group (Alt +) 

Explode Group (Alt -): Each drawn line, rectangle and so on, is an individual object and a number of these can be 
grouped together to form a single object. Rubber band a group (or hold Shift and click on each item to be grouped) 
and press Alt +. To edit a member of a group you first have to Explode it. 

Align functions: Only affect objects shown to be active (select as above but do not press Alt +) and control their 
positions within the area of the group. The first three affect the horizontal positions and the second three the vertical 
ones. 

Centre of Page: Works as Centre and Middle as above, but relates to the page size instead of the group area, 

Even Distance: Can be useful for rescuing an object that has become “hidden” under others. 


This ilas- oe Vie Fae tte 
trates Put in 
Front/Back. 
The frame 
tubes, are in 
front of the 
tyres but 
behind the 


=i chainwheel, 


| Components 
of a picture 

| can be built 
up of several 
parts grouped 
together using 
Create Group. 


Easy Draw 2 


PATTERN 


Styles...: Selecting this causes the 
pattern selector box to be dis- 
played, The pattern shown ticked 
is the last one chosen — it is not 
the pattern attribute of a selected 
object. The bottom right box 
selects the “User Pattern” 
Transparent: Toggles the 
Transparent mode of a filled 
object on and off, Particularly use- 
ful for adding surface shading. 
Shadow: Adds an unmodifiable 
solid black shadow to an active 
object. 

User Pattern...: Presents you with 
a box in which to create your own 
pattern for use within Easy Draw 2, 
but this pattern will NOT be 
recognised by any DTP program 
into which you import your 
graphic... 


TOOLBOX 


Press the spacebar or right mouse 
button to obtain the Toolbox and 
left click on the item required. If 
you have selected it accidentally, 
press the right mouse button. 

Most types will be familiar to 
bit-image artists as will be the 
methods of drawing them — in 
most cases hold down the left 
mouse button to commence draw- 
ing and press the right mouse but- 
ton to stop. Those to which a fil 
pattern may be assigned are 
shown as such in the illustration, 

Freehand is the equivalent of a 
Draw command but should only 
be used when absolutely necessary 
as it eats up memory, It is much 
better to use a Polyline. 

A Polyline can be “filled” even 
when not closed into a loop. 
Commence drawing with the left 
mouse button held down, pressing 
the right mouse button once 
whenever you wish to change 
direction and twice to terminate 
the Polyline. 

After selecting Text, draw a rec- 
tangle and a cursor — a small 
upright line - will appear inside its 
top left corner. Begin typing and 
the text will appear. 


TEXT COLOR 


Definite Americanism! As Easy Draw 2 only 
funs in high (mono) or medium resolution, 


nd so ts severely resticted by GDOS Hmitaions, 


These modifiers are self-explanatory and 
affect an existing and selected text box. 


Text_Line Pattern Color 


only the first two or four colours MM the DTP program that you choose to print your GEM) 
LINE respectively of the 16 shown are actually {ites does not use GDOS for its output, your text wil 
usable. 


The same .GEM file can be loaded 
without conversion into either resolution, 
but remember that if you use colours 2 and 


These set your line types, widths and ends 
for active (and subsequently drawn) lines, 


‘his better by lar to disregard the Text functions and 
add 

tite ou nd Oy 
for priming. 


‘DTP peogram 
‘program 


rectangles, circles and so on. "None" is used 
for filled objects that require no outline. 


3 they will be treated as black both in 
high resolution and when printed, 


OutPrint or 


appear in print if you use 
Timeworks DTP. 
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COVER DISK 


12 


DESIGN A PEN! 


STEP BY STEP € a> 


Turning points 


Start tnd 


ae 


i 


After booting up, you are 

presented with a spotty 
but otherwise blank page. The 
spots are the Grid and you can 
switch this off from the Page 
menu — or press Alternate-G. 
Press the right mouse button 
for the Toolbox. Select Polyline 
as shown. 


We are drawing the left 

half of a fountain pen nib 
(top half as it is lying on its 
side). Begin by holding down 
the left mouse button to draw 
upwards, pressing the right 
button once to make each of 
two turns as shown. At the 
end, press the right button 
twice to stop. 


While the Polyline is still 
active (with a sizing box 
around it) go to the Edit menu 
and choose Mirror (or just 
press Alternate-M). Select 
“Down” and the other side of 
your nib will appear. 


For modelling, let’s add 
shade to this lower nib 
half by selecting Styles... from 
the Pattern menu. At the 
appearance of the Pattern 
Selector, click on the one repre- 
senting the lightest grey. When 
the Pattern Selector disap- 
pears, your nib half is shaded. 


Apply a pattern to the 

Rectangle, as before, 
using the Pattern Selector. The 
second palest grey was chosen 
for the example but feel free to 
select any pattern you wish — 
you can always change your 
mind later. 


This will be a shadow. 
Either draw another 
Rectangle a third of the height 
of the last, or Copy (Alternate- 
©) the last one and compress it 
to a third of its height using 
the sizing box. Then go to the 

Line menu and select None. 


® Use the Pattern Selector to 
choose a darker grey and 
then select Transparent also 
from the Pattern menu. This 
allows the underlying pattern 
of the barrel to show through. 
If you should need to make a 
transparent object opaque, 
just click on Transparent 
again as it toggles. 


(12) Move the shadow rectangle 
so that it fits over the 
lower part of the first one, and 
Create a Group as before. 
Again use Copy, checking at the 
Same time that Stretch mode te 
the same menu Is selected. 


= 


Copied and resized, the 

same shape has now 
become the metal ink sac hold- 
er (A) and spring sac compres- 
sor and filler (B). A black rec- 
tangle represents the end of the 
sac holder, Resized again and 
with a dark grey pattern, the 
same shape has become the 
rubber ink sac (C). 


A copy of the bottom bar- 

rel is now about to become 
the pen top (cap) using Flip 
but this time Left/Right. 
Exactly the same result can be 
achieved using Mirror Right 
without the Copy step. Resize 
the result using Stretch so that 
it is wider but shorter. 


The trimmings and clip 
are added using two plain 

rectangles, a small circle 
and two lines. Slide each com 
ponent into place on the cap, 
Group (Create) the whole 
assembly together and slide 
into position over the rest of 
the pen using Put in Front if 
necessary. 


Time for some action! Follow Keith 
Berry’s step-by-step guide to craft your 
first creation... 


Go to the Line menu to From the Toolbox select To start on the pen’s bar- 

check that you will get a the left Circle and, begin- rel, select the upper right 
single narrow line, left click to ning at the left end of the long Rectangle from the Toolbox 
change or right click to exit. line, press the left mouse but- and draw such a shape of 
Right click for the Toolbox, ton and move the mouse slowly approximately the same size as 


select the Line icon and draw a 
Une as shown for the ink chan- 


up and down. When the Circle 
appears to be of suitable size, 


and left button so that they 
are shown as active and either 


the nib. The size ts not critical 
as Easy Draw allows any 


nel, Draw another small line release the button. Go to the select Create from the Arrange drawn object to be resized 
to connect the ends of the nib. Pattern Selector again and menu, or press Alternate +, easily. 
choose “Black”. when a single sizing box will 
enclose the nib as shown. 


Now that the barrel sec- Where you find that a Select Polyline from the Here we create another 

tion is grouped, copies of component appears to be Toolbox and draw what shadow much as before, 
it can be resized for the other on the wrong side of an over- appears to be half a torpedo. again making it transparent. 
parts of the barrel that are of —_ lapping one, such as that lus- _ Initially representing the bot- Another copy of the full, 
differing diameters and trated in the red box, use the tom half of the pen barrel, itis _ grouped, torpedo shape has 
lengths, Slide the parts around — Put in Front or Put in Back also the foundation for other been made, this time with a 
until they appear to be in the options tn the Arrange menu. parts of similar shape. Apply plain white fill and awaiting 


right places and group them 
together to save them from 
being moved. 


Sadly, there appears to be no 
keystroke alternative for this 
much-used function... 


its transformation into other 
objects. 


Desk File Page Zoon Edit Arrange Text Line Pattern Color 


be taken apart and examined 
in detail, Next month we'll cre- 
ate another example... 


As well as the great Easy 
Draw 2 package, we’ve 
also managed to squeeze 
four great utilities onto 
the disk... 


DTERM 


-DTERM * COMMS PROGRAM 
Reuae oR ala RESOLUTION : 


simple terminal 
program to get you 
started in comms... 


DTerm is an easy-to-use terminal program for 
comms operation. It has all of the features you 
need for basic connection to bulletin boards 
around the country (or the world), It’s also 
referred to in Alive & CIXing on page 39. 

To run DTerm, simply connect your modem 
and double click on DTERM,PRG. Set Baud lets 
you select the baud rate of your modem while 
Duplex and Flow are usually set to Full and 
Normal respectively for BBS operation. 

The Capture Butter will store everything that 
appears on screen so you can recall a routine or 


> 


|, [File Selector 
‘Wioad) Toad) 


The main screen with all of 
the settings for DTerm. 


WHAT TO DO IF YOU 
YOUR COVER Dis! 


DON'T PANIC 
In the unlikely event that your cover disk 
won't load or gives you any other problems 
at all, remove any cartridges and 
and try again. Please note that to restart the 
computer, you must SWITCH IT OFF for at 
least five to 10 seconds to clear all traces of 
resident programs before continuing. 

If this doesn't solve your problem, return 
your disk, with a stamped addressed enve- 


test the disk and send a replacement as 
soon as possible. You can contact the PC 
Wise Helpline with any urgent problems. 
Please note that PC Wise will deal with 
faulty disks only and not general enquiries. 
PC Wise can be contacted by tlelphone on 
0685 350505 between 10.30 and 12.30 on 
weekdays. 


THIS MONTH’S 
COVER DISK 


reread a message if it has scrolied up before you've 
had a chance to read it. You can save it to disk, 
turn it on or off and even alter the size if you have 
enough memory available, 

Set Protocols lets you choose X, Y or Z Modem 
modes for file transfers. All BBSs will support at 
least one of these if not all of them, Use the Macro 
Editor to input phrases or login sequences that 
you use all the time and Set Paths to install DTerm 
‘onto a hard disk or second floppy drive. Execute 
Prq lets you run an external program without hav- 
ing to quit from DTerm - useful for running other 
file transfer programs or SPLIT.PRG if you have a 
mono monitor. The Autodialer will store 20 BBS 
numbers along with the user name, password, 
baud rate and other information. The file is stored 
‘on disk and can be loaded at the start of your ses- 
sion. To enter or exit Terminal mode, just click the 
right mouse button. 

The program SPLIT_1.PRG is only for high reso- 
lution monitors and allows you to have a split 
screen for sending and receiving, giving a type- 
ahead buffer. 


EXTAKEY 


EXTAKEY * WP ACCESSORY + 
ANY RESOLUTION * 0.5 MB 


Use all 256 members of 
the IBM character set in 


your documents. 


The ST keyboard is not usually capable of sending 
key codes greater than ASCIi 127, which means 
that IBM graphics characters and other special text 
features are not supported. This includes Greek 
symbols for equations, foreign and graphic 
characters. 

To make use of these features, copy the files 
EXTAKEY.ACC and EXTAKEY.RSC to the root direc- 
tory of your boot disk (the first window opened on 
the disk that Is used to start your computer) and 
reboot. Extakey will appear under the desk option. 


Gn 
seacever CBD) Gm 


2 SS 


you need and input them into 
your documents with Extakey 


All of the characters are displayed and you can 
click on the ones required and import them into 


AUTOBORT 


AUTOBORT * AUTO FOLDER UTILITY * 
ANY RESOLUTION * 0.5 MB 


A small AUTO folder 
utility that allows you to 
skip any auto loading 


programs on reset 


Autobort is a small program that is placed in the 

AUTO folder. When booting the computer, it will 

bypass any programs following it in the folder if 

you hold down one of the following keys: LEFT or 

RIGHT SHIFT, ALTERNATE, CONTROL, or CAPS 

LOCK. 

You need to place the program in the position 
that you require it in the AUTO folder. To do this, 
follow this simple step-by step guide: 

@ Create a folder called “OLDAUTO” on the disk. 

@ Copy all of your AUTO programs into this 
folder and delete them from the original 
AUTO folder. 

© Copy them back in the order you want them to 
run, placing AUTOBORT,PRG in the position you 
want It to start bypassing from, 


FASTRAMD 


FASTRAMD * RAMDISK UTILITY * 
ANY RESOLUTION 


The configurable 
RAMadisk used in the 
Problem Solved piece 
this month. 


To install the RAMdisk, place the program file FAS» 
TRAMD.PRG in your AUTO folder. Create a small 
text file with a word processor of text editor called 
RAMDISK.INF. 

All you need in this is the name of the drive 
{anything that is not used from C to P) and the 
size, For example "M200" would create a RAMdisk 
called drive M with a capacity of 200 kilobytes. 
Don't forget to install the drive and save the 
desktop. 

You can create a RAMdisk from the desktop 
using the file FASTRAMD.TTP, adding the informa- 
ion required for the drive number and size, Check 
‘out Problem Solved on page 74 for more about 
this. 
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§20/1040 ST/STM/STF/STFM/STE 


valuable time wait 


We f epairs and memory upgrades for Next Day delivery 2 
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512k 1Meg 2 Meg hj 
STE Discovery Xtra Pack II £224.95 £239.95 =| 
TE Family Curriculum Pack |! f [4 
030 : POA - POA i 
TOS-SWITCHER 


with Hardware Switch 


Solderless DIY Kit 


Just plug in and go 


£29.95 


NEW 


Unit 2, Millmead 
Business Centre 
Millmead Road 


ICD POWER 


DRIVE FOR ST, STE, 
AST, MEGA STE 
* High performance drive 
* Supports up ta 7 extra SCSI devices 
* Autobooting * DMA throughport * Autoparking 


* Accept a second, Ned drive * Optional battery backed clock 


© Cossprebenaive eaneal * Fost $ 
* High quality metal casing ® Internal 
42Mb (24Ms) Quantum: 
SOMb (24Ms) Seagate 
85Mb (14Ms) Quantun 


Falcon 4M 120 Mb HD 
Falcon 4Mb 240 Mb HD. 

< 330Mb - 1.2 Giga byte 
Floptical 20Mb Drive 


Supply (ST, STF, STFM, STE) 
Atari Internal Drives. 
Keyboard STFM and ST 
STE Mother Board No R/ 
Chi * Cleanup ST 
* SCSI to Centronics Cable (for the link). 


SoM ‘Quantum... 
105Mb LPS Quantum 
8SMb Conner... 


i] al 
Gasteiner Mono High Res with Sound ... 52Mb L! 


Gasteiner Mona High Res with Audio Gia1.£99.00 


Mega STE Ki 
Kit + S0Mb Ha 
Kit + 120Mb Hard Driv 


Monitor Switch Box C ‘olour/Mono. 


8 Mb RAM for STE Mee 
s S00N).. Multisyne Switch Box 


TE COMING 
M Deluxe Simms C 
M and Mega S 


Serial Cable .. 
Philips/Atari Cable 
Scart Cable 


256 Green Scanners with OCR 
ei ‘eatures:~ True Greyscales, 100- 
mm Head + Touch Up + 


(PDRLVERY CHARGES: URMANIAND ot Hig 
Seal commas 


London N17 9QU 
Tel: 081 365 1151 
Fax: 081 885 1953 


Mega Mouse (Mat+Holder).... 
300 DPI Optical Mouse, 


New Golden Image 
400 DPI Mark 2 Mouse. 


Wordwriter 

Ist Word + 
Calligrapher Pro. 
Calligrapher Gold 
That! 's Write V1.4. 


Human Design 
Future Design Disk. 

3D Font 1. 

CAD 3D 

CAD 3D Developers Disk 
Neo Desk 3 

Thats Fun 

Signs + Bane: 

Calendar + Stationery 


S-Lab Notator Logic (for Falcon) 
C-Lab Creator . 
Musicom (for Falcon 


E. & 0. E. Prices subject to change without notice. 
Goods subject to availablity, 
Specifications subject to change without notice. 
All Trademarks acknowledged. 


To help you get the most 

eg A Y DRAW out of Easy Draw 2, we've 
arranged some very 

special prices for 


‘MANUAL AND “= 
‘UPGRADE OFFERS 


0: cover disk this month has the impressive Easy Draw 2 program 
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and next month we'll be giving you Easy Tools, its partner. You now 

have the chance to get the full manual to go with the program 
along with many other offers from the publishers of Easy Draw, Migraph, 
including OCR (Optical Character Recognition), Touch UP, Scan Art and 
Draw Art along with all the printer drivers you'll ever need 


Here’s a rundown of what's available: 


@ Easy Draw 2 Manual - The full manual for the cover disk program. 
@ Easy Tools Manual — All the info for next month’s cover disk. 

@ Upgrade to Easy Draw 3 ~ Reduced price for ST Review readers. 

@ Upgrade to Easy Tools 3 - More reductions! 

@ Touch UP — Fine tune your scans 


@ OCR (Junior and Senior) ~ Full and cut-down versions of this 
essential package for scanner owners. 


@ Draw Art — All the clip art you'll need to create professional looking 
newsletters, brochures and so on. Uses .GEM files. 


@ Scan Art — as Draw Art but with .IMG files. 


These programs are not available anywhere 
else, so hurry — the offers won’t last forever! 
Tick your requirements and send this form (or a photocopy) to 4 


151 Review Migraph Offers, Go Direct, 7 Vinegar Hill, Alconbury 
I Weston, Huntingdon PE17 SjA. 


ak 


Please rush me... 


\_| Easy Draw 2 Manual . 
|_| Easy Tools Manual 
Easy Draw 3 Upgrade 
Easy Tools 3 Upgrade. 
Touch Up .. 
OCR Junior. 
OCR Senior < anes : 
Package ~ Easy Draw 3, OCR Junior and Touc! 
Package ~ As above but with OCR Senior.. 
Draw Art... ven siaeoasitaeseed 
|_| Scan Art... n 
Package — Scan Art and Draw Art... 


. Postcode... 


— 
| 


Make your cheque or postal order payable to Go Direct and 
send it to ST Review Migraph Offers, Go Direct, 7 Vinegar Hill, 
Alconbury Weston, Huntingdon PE17 SJA 


PRINTER DRIVERS 


J 9-Pithseveseseees 

|_| 24-pin. 

|_| Ink Jet 
_| Laser. 


All orders will be despatched as soon as possible, but due to 
demand, please allow up to 28 days for delivery. 


Mn a 


TOTAL ENCLOSED £ 
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HiSoft has just 
released a budget 
paint package 
that works in any 
screen resolution 
— from boring 


LYING 


old monochrome 
to stunning 

true colour. 
Maurice Collins 


takes a look 


5 just as w 


no matter W 


bu happen te 


ou then decide 


A large true 
colour 


Yaghelat We 


image 
loaded into 
TruePaint, 


TRUE COLOUR 


What exactly Is true colour? The human eye can distinguish around 
400,000 different colours in total, so in order to accurately repre 
sent real life, at least this number should be displayed on screen at 
once. 

in monochrome mode only two colours are used; black and 
white, Even in ST low resolution, only 16 colours can be displayed 
on sere 
though the TT = 
can display up to 
256 in low reso 


bras} 
a 9 inet == 
16 colours can Rotates 3) Ctare} 


look pretty uTt] (Restore s+ {—0R—] 
COE a RII 


—Truehaint Vive Cait View totlons Evfects 


Four or more different files can be loaded at o 


Falcon at sc 


support 


ean just that 
" For thirty days after first registra: 


First impressions always count and tion, you get technical support and 
the quality of the packaging is higher _help in putting the product to good 
than many ST packages costing use. After that you have the option of 


joining one of HiSoft’s paid support 
ring b 


lephone and 


€ support, as well as a free 


sletter and regular upgrad 


a spiral-bound AS g the program is easy — the 


installation routine does 


50 pages 


a colour from the palette for each item in the picture and while you 
can usually edit the colours, it does place limitations on the realism 
of the images you can produce 
The Falcon can handle up to 16 bits of colour, allowing up to 
65,536 different colours to be displayed at once from a range of 
over quarter of a million, There is no palette as such — a colour 
wheel is used instead to select colours based on the percentage of 
red, blue and green. In practice, this is so close to “true colour” 
that most of us 
will never know 
the difference! 


The true colour 
wheel on the 
Falcon - yor 
unlikely to ri 
uit of colours: 


HIGH RESOLUTION 
MONOCHROME MONITOR FOR ATARI 


¥4 Low Radiation 
<< W4 FST 
¥4 Paper White Screen 
¥4 Tilt and Swivel Base 
W4 Atari Connector 


A quality product from 31C 
Analogic Computers (U.K.) Ltd 

min et: Centre, Mon-Fri. 9am to 7pm Sat 9am to 5.30pm Be 
Kingston-Upon-Thames, TEL: 081-546-9575 A N A Jal Os 


Surrey KT2 GHH FAX/TEL: 081-541-4671 
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Close ups can 


TruePaint File Edit View Options Effects 


be positively 
eye-catching! 


re 


all the work for you, installing 
TruePaint on hard or floppy disks as 
required. You can also view the 
Readme file to note any additional 
changes not described in the manual 
or use the on-line help facility. The 
program files, file import modules 
and sample files can be kept in differ- 
ent folders on different partitions, if 
necessary. The file selector can be 
used to select the desired location, 
and the amount of required disk 


‘AMBER. GIF 


space is prominently displayed. For 
those with only limited storage 
space, the number of installed 
import/export modules can be cut 
back too. 

The program itself takes up 
around 500K with all thirteen import 
modules installed. The sample 
images and animations need not be 
installed on floppy-based systems as 
they take up another 1300K or so. 
TruePaint will run quite happily from 


(“Trucbaiot Fite Edit View Options Effects 


frie Size: Flow Rate: 


The dialogues can even be kept open while you make adjustments. 


PUTTING THE SQUEEZE ON 


JPEG stands for Joint Photographic Experts Group and has recently 
become the standard method for compressing “real world” images 


such as landscapes and people 


JPEG is a “lossy” compression 


method, meaning that some of the image quality is sacrificed in 
order to compress it to a reasonable size. In this example the JPEG 
file is a third of the size of the uncompressed version. 


Although the overall 


lost and a char 
acteristic ghosting 
ppears at the edges 


a single floppy disk drive and should 
you forget to format a disk, the 
installation routine will do that for 
you too. 


LOADING PICTURES 


Before considering the program 
proper, it is worth looking in detail at 
the way in which TruePaint loads and 
saves image files. It uses an innova- 
tive new system called the External 
File Management System or EFMS, a 
modular system designed to allow 
regular updating of existing 
import/export capabilities and the 
addition of new ones as the need 
arises. In practice, the TruePaint pro- 
gram uses a number of external files 
to interpret the various image file for- 
mats. These modules can either be 
stored in memory for quick access, 
depending on available RAM, or 
loaded from disk when required, 
Apart from TruePaint's own propri- 
etary animation and image formats, 
TPA and Pl, thirteen other file for- 
mats can be read — Art Director, 
Degas (including the extended 
Degas format for the higher TT reso- 
lutions), IMG, Compuserve GIF, IFF, 
JPEG, MTV raytracer, Neochrome, 
PCX, Prism Paint, Spectrum 512, 
Targa and TIFF. The latter is the most 
complex as well as the most impor- 
tant. The TIFF format has many varia- 
tions and TruePaint seems to cover 
most of them, being able to read 


TIFFs from several sources on the PC 
and Mac. 

TruePaint is also the first major ST 
application to support JPEG com- 
pression, the “lossy” compression 
method that is rapidly becoming an 
industry standard. Export facilities 
are slightly more limited, comprising 
Art Director, JPEG, MTV, Prism Paint 
and TIFF plus TPI and TPA, of course. 

TruePaint isn’t exactly fast at load- 
ing formats other than its own 
TPI/TPA format. Due to the complex- 
ity of the compression algorithms, 
loading and saving JPEG files can 
take ages — one sample file takes 
almost five and a half minutes to 
load in JPEG format against one and 
a half in GIF or TIF format, on a stan- 
dard ST. 

A quick comparison with several 
other picture viewers shows that it 
isn’t performing too badly overall 
when loading colour and greyscale 
images. It is a little quicker than 
Picswitch, for example, and slightly 
slower than Prism Paint but when it is 
loading monochrome images such as 
plain, vanilla .IMG files, there is no 
reason for it to be quite so slow. 
However, its own formats are very 
fast indeed and for most users this 
will be the main working file format. 

It should be pointed out that 
TruePaint loads each image and con- 
verts it to suit the screen resolution. 
In other words a 24-bit colour image 
will be dithered to just black and 
white pixels in ST hi-res, which 
means it has limited value as a pic- 
ture converter when used on most 
STs. In true colour mode on the 
Falcon, however, it really comes into 
its own. 


PAINT TOOLS 


TruePaint has a standard GEM inter- 
face with drop down menus along 
the top and as many open windows 
containing images as the operating 
system or memory allows. On an ST, 
you are limited to six but this should 
be more than enough. The windows 
can be treated like any standard 
GEM window ~ resized, moved, 
closed or enlarged to fill the whole 
screen, 

Each window has a separate tool- 
box that can be switched on or off as 


TPINST PRG 


True Paint Installation 


Main Directory : 
EFMS Directory + 
Exanples Directory ; 
True Colour Exanples 


D:NART\TPATWT\| 

D:\ART\TPAINT\ 

FINPIX\SAMPLES\_—____ 
t FENPIX\SAMPLES\. 

Animation Exanples Dir: F:\PIX\SAMPLES\——_—— 


Total Space + 


[Lites] [ent 


Installation is a doddle. 
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required. The toolbox has three 
modes, namely drawing tools, 
colours and patterns, and the icons 
change to reflect the mode. in draw- 
ing mode there are 18 icons very 
similar to those found in other art 
packages and in most cases the set 
tings can be altered by double-click- 
ing to reveal a windowed dialogue 
box 

TruePaint has all the tools that you 
would expect to find, including com- 
posite drawing tools like squares, rec 
tangles, polygons, segments and cir- 
cles. You can also draw freehand, in 
Straight lines, in interconnected lines 
(also known as polylines or K lines), 
or radiating lines. Curves are also well 
catered for as the program supports 
editable Bezier curves 

There are three main drawing 
tools, pen, brush and spraycan, all of 
which are fully configurable. Lines 
can be round-ended, straight-ended 
or arrowed and almost any thickness 
‘or pattern, Some odd brush shapes 
are also included, such as an asterisk 
and all are resizable 

Thirty six standard fill patterns are 
supplied and up to 14 more can be 
defined, edited and saved, including 
multicoloured patterns. Regular 
blocks can also be cut from images 
and manipulated in several ways, 
such as shearing, stretching and 
flipping. 

Colour handling is the program's 
teal strong point. The rainbow facili- 
ty, for example, means you can draw 
lines which start off as one colour 
and gradually change in 2 specified 
number of steps into another 
Gradient fill effects can be achieved 
in true colour mode by filling shapes 
with the rainbow facility switched on. 
TruePaint also has a colour pick toot 
which lets you select a colour from 
the image rather than the palette, 
very useful for touching up or 
altering scanned images as well as 
everyday painting 

Text handling is fairly standard - 
any GDOS font can be used plus the 
system font if GDOS Isn’t loaded. 
However, TruePaint is one of the first 
applications to use SpeedoGDOS to 
the full. Double-clicking on the text 
tool reveals a large dialogue box list- 
ing all the Speedo fonts available and 


|__TruePaint File Edit View Options 


Opts Effects 


ANIMATION 


Animation means different things to different packages. To Degas 
Hite it means cleverly cycling certain colours to give the impres- 


sion of movement while to ot! 


hers it means displaying a set of 


consecutive images onto the screen at constant speed, very much 


like @ slide show. 


At the top end of the range are sophisticated modelling and 


keyframe animation packages 


lke Chronos-30 and DA‘s Vector, 


which extrapolate the frames In between those drawn by the user. 


TruePaint uses the slide show 


technique ~ additional frames are 


added after the first one and when the sequence has been created 
and saved, it can be played back at any speed defined by the user. 


they can be scaled from 4 to 256 pix- 
els tall or wide. This use of the 
Speedo scaler makes it the most flexi- 
ble of any ST art package in terms of 
text handling — only the likes of DA’s 
Vector and Didot LineArt offer scalable 
fonts and they are vector graphics 
packages! 


VERDICT 


TruePaint \s a home-grown product 
priced firmly at the bottom end of 
the graphics market, That said, HiSoft 


Effects 


Text handling - scalable Speedo fonts. 
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has not skimped on the manual or 
packaging and it certainly isn't an 
inferior product. In the preceding 
week of two I've heard nothing but 
scepticism from some in the ST world 
who point to its primitive paint tools 
and unimaginative interface. “Just 
another paint package,” they say. “At 
least you can buy it, which is more 
than you can do with some other 
Falcon programs,” | heard one cynic 
argue 

Speak to the users though, espe- 
cially those with a Falcon, and the pic- 
ture changes. TruePaint does look dull 
and boring, a bit like a clumsy first 
attempt at shareware, and there are 
some areas that could do with 
improvement such as the inflexible 
zoom system. But scratch under the 
surface just a little, turn up the colour, 
and it really is a dream package 

Just look at what you get for £40 
and then look at what else you could 
buy for the same money. The manual 
is excellent, with good tutorials, and 
there is full support here in the UK. It 
works on any machine with 1 
megabyte or more of RAM, including 
MultiTOS and the Falcon. It features 
full support for the new SpeedoGDOS 
and it can use the whole range of top 
quality Bitstream fonts. You can load 
existing images, including scans, in 


User-defined fill patterns. 


thirteen different formats and save 
in half a dozen or so, including the 
vital industry standard TIFF format 
so widely used in DTP. 

if you're in the market for an ST 
paint package, it’s well worth con- 
sidering though it won’t win all the 
prizes, On a TT or a supercharged 
ST with extra graphics hardware, 
it'l look an awful lot better and save 
you a few pounds in the process 
(the only real competition is Prism 
Paint at £60 plus). If you're one of 
the lucky few with a Falcon, it'll cer- 
tainly brighten up your day! 


Block manipulation in 
TruePaint. 


Works on any Atari 
Speedo font handling 
Supports many formats 


PROS AND CONS 


Dull interface 
Some slow loading 
Poor zoom 


“A lovely bargain 
package, handy on 
an ST and stunning 

on the Falcon” 


NAME: TRUEPAINT 
COMPANY: HISOFT 
CONTACT: 0525 718181 
PRICE: £39.95 

MIN MEMORY: 0.5MB 


EASE OF USE 
DOCUMENTATION 
EFFECTIVENESS 
VALUE FOR MONEY 


OVERALL 
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EXCLUSIVE! 
BATMAN RETURNS 


PLUS: 
Fire Hawk, McDonaldiand, Air Support 
and Cohort Il 


PLUS: EXCLUSIVE 

COVER DISK 

Containing Creatures, The Obscure 
| Naturalist and Issue 4 of STA’s very own 
Mag-on-disk Freestyle! 


JUNE ISSUE ON SALE NOW! 


WHAT MAKES 
WIZARD SPECIAL? 


FULL DOUBLE SIDED DISKS FAST SERVICE, RELIABLE, 


‘Compare our Contents with other Suppliers TOP QUALITY 
& see who's the best for Value (we only use the best) 
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We also have a selection of 46 commercial games at under £3.00 each 


WIZARD P.D. 
178 Waverley Rd, Reading, Berks, RG3 2PZ Tel: 0734 574685 
24 HOUR ORDERLINE 9am 9pm Human 9pm - Yam Answerphone Monday - Friday 
For disk catalogue send blank + SAE OR 70p 
Phineas P.D. Disks......£1.75 i) “= 
pew Budgie Disks.......£2.75 £ ~@ 


50p postage + packaging on all orders under £10 


WRIGHT ISSUES 


Looking forward 
to MultiTOS 


Hands up if you can remember 
your parents saying to you, 
“I've only got one pair of 
hands!” or “I can only do one 
thing at a time, you know!” I 
even found myself saying it to 
my daughter yesterday and 
can vaguely recall holding 
four breakfast dishes in one 
hand and a lunch box in the other while trying to shut the 
fridge door with my left foot. Then she asked me to clean 
her shoes. it’s very difficult inflicting instant pain on 
someone when you're in that sort of position - but I'm 
happy to report success. 

All this anecdotal nonsense was meant to bring us 
smoothly round to the subject of multi-tasking - doing 
more than one thing at a time, Thanks to MultiTOS, this is 
now a real possibility but it is just as fraught with danger 
as balancing on one leg in the kitchen trying to kick 
daughters... 

Everyone multi-tasks these days - or so PC and Mac 
owners would have you believe. However, there is a funda- 
mental difference between multi-tasking, which is doing 
several things at one, and task-switching which is moving 
from one task to another. 

Back to the kitchen. A multi-tasker would be washing up 
with the left hand, frying chips with the right and mop- 
ping the floor with one or more feet. Of course, it’s pretty 
well impossible. The human brain can’t realistically cope 
with more than one task at a time (if you can I'll be glad 
to hear from you). 

What really happens is that you run to the sink, turn on 
the taps then run to the cooker and check the chip pan. 
When you're happy that the chips are sizzling nicely, you 
grab the mop and give the floor a quick wipe. What you 
are actually doing is task-switching - giving each task your 
undivided attention for a short period of time and then 
moving on to the next. 

In fact, this is what MultiTOS does, only it swaps 
between applications so fast that you barely know it’s 
doing it. You can format a disk and while it is formatting, 
load a word processor and type out a letter. It sounds 
great but in practice each extra task slows the whole 
shooting match down. With three resource-intensive tasks 
running on a standard ST, you might as well give up and 
go home. 

No, the strength of MultiTOS is not in multi-tasking per 
se - it's in task-switching. You can spend most of the day 
with a spreadsheet, a word processor and a DTP package 
up and running, swapping between them as and when you 
need to, In this way you can increase productivity without 
having to grow that second pair of hands. When the real 
multi-tasking environment appears, I'll be first in the 
queue. 


Andrew Wright is a regular contributor to various Atari, PC 
and DTP magazines and has been writing for ST Review since 
its inception. In his spare time, he runs a home-based desk 


top publishing business concentrating on newsletters and 
invitations for his daughter's birthday parties 
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In case you missed 
last month's 

great offers, here's 
another chance 

to upgrade... 


The Write ON and That's 
Write! family — manuals, 
printer drivers, C-Font font 
converter, additional scaleable 
fonts... all you'll ever need in a 
document processor! 


THA 


Te) 


») 


Write ON has 2 whole host of avail- 
able extras to help you get the best 
out of your writing. Even if you only 
write the occasional letter, some of 
these goodies will prove irresistible. 
For those of you who want to be a 
bit more creative, check out the 
additional fonts and printer drivers. 
You can even get a full dictionary 
and spelling checker! 

All these are available by mail 
order direct from COMPO Software, 
including the full That's Write v1.51 
package for just £24.99 (plus P&P). 


REGISTRATION 

You can get the full manual for Write 
ON for only £10 plus £3.99 for an 
optional high-quality ring binder 
There's a special helpline number for 
all your installation problems (0480 
891271, Monday to Friday: 6pm — 
8pm), but if you would like to be 
able to call for help on other techni- 
cal matters, lifetime support is 
available for a further £10. 

If you want to produce more pro- 
fessional documents or would like 3 
document processor with even more 
functions, then Write ON has a big 
brother in That's Write. The upgrade 
to this costs just £24.99 instead of 
the normal retail price of £64.99, a 
saving of a massive £40! 


PRINTER DRIVERS AND 
FONTS 


Some printers need specific files to 
get the most out of any package and 
these are available too, For just 
£4.99, you can get a driver for your 
Canon B}10e (not required for the 
BJ10ex) or your Amstrad, the only 
24-pin printers known to print at 
only 180 x 180 dpi. For £5 more 
(£9.99), you can drive your Ricoh 
LP1200 laser (300/400 dpi) or your 
HP Laserjet IV (300/600 dpi). 

C-Font allows you to use Calamus 
scalable fonts with both Write ON 
and That's Write documents and 
comes complete with five fonts for 
just £9.99. Sans, Serif, Display and 
Italics font packs (with 11 fonts per 
pack) for C-Font are available for 
£14.99 each or you can buy all four 
plus C-Font for just £34.99. 

To make full use of the internal 
fonts that your printer has to offer, 
there are disks available for the HP 
Deskjet 500, Epson and NEC “P” 
series printers, The second two are 
£9.99 each and the HP disk, which 
includes CG Times and Letter Gothic 
fonts allowing fully proportional and 
|ustified text, is £14.99. 

Further details are available 
from Compo on 0480 891819. 


OR JUST £24.99! 


NS eee eee 


Please send me the items | have ticked. | PRINTER INTERNAL FONTS 
Binctuce payment plus £1 for any quantity of Hp DESKJET 500 £14.99 
items. EPSON £9199 


NEC P £ 9,99 
ware ON MANUAL £10.00 O 
RING BINDER FORABOVE £ 3.99 1 (€¢.FONT 
C-FONT AND 5 FONTS £999 O 
LIFETIME REGISTRATION SANS FONTS FORABOVE = £14.99 
FOR WRITE ON £10.00 [  SeRiF FONTS FOR ABOVE £14.99 
ITALICS FONTS FOR ABOVE £14.99 0 
UPGRADE TO DISPLAY FONTS FOR ABOVE £14.99 © 
yrears WRITE v1.51 £24.99 O 
C-FONT AND ALL 
PRINTER DRIVERS FOUR FONTS £3499 O 
Get That's Write! 1.51 for just. & CANON B)10e £499 O 
£24.99 with our exclusive AMSTRAD £4.99 1 posTAGE & PACKING £ 1.00 
upgrade offer. HP LASERJET IV £ 9.99 = 
RICOH LP1200 £ 9.99 TOTAL Renae 
CREDIT CARD 
| HOTLINE | Please read this carefully and make sure everything is fully completed to avoid delay. 


0480 891819 1 
: 1 enclose a cheque/PO® for £........ made payable to Compo Software. Please rush the above 
Mon to Fri: 9am — 7pm I Galenionnes 


To obtain any of the above items, Nome 
send a cheque or postal order (made | 

out to Compo Software) for the full 
amount plus £1 for post and packing 
(any quantity) and the completed 
form opposite to: 


Address 


ST Review/Write ON, | 
Readers Offers, 

Compo Software, 

7 Vinegar Hill, Postcode 
Alconbury Weston, 
Huntingdon PE17 5JA. 


All orders will be processed as | \ prefer to order using my VISA/ACCESS/MASTERCARD* 
quickly as possible, but please allow 


up to 28 days for delivery. I 
— cord Number! TT TCT TTI CITT) C11) 
I EXPIRY DATE: ____ SIGNATURE: 
| * = Delete as applicable 
= | When you've completed this form, send it to: 
ain ST Review/Write ON Readers Offers, Compo Software, 
Fie tt | 7 Vinegar Hill, Alconbury Weston, 


Huntingdon PE17 5JA. 


Tiaweeset 
(eat) I Please allow up to 28 days for delivery. All goods are subject to availability. For non-detivery 


after the 28 day period, please ring 0480 891819. 


C-Font, the COMPO font 
converter, can be yours 


for just £9.99... aE eal | 
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ART ROUND-UP 
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Art Packages 


After TruePaint, 
and with art 
packages appearing 
and disappearing 
faster than good 
programmes on TV, 
Tony Kaye brings 
you a round-up 

of what’s hot 

and what’s not... 


any art programs have appeared in the last eight years, from Degas Elite 
M and Neochrome through to the latest Falcon-compatible package, 
TruePaint, The question is ~ which one to buy? 

This is where the problems start. Many of the packages are no longer avail 
able — even Degos Elite, that gave the ST a standard file format, has gone the 
way of the Dodo! So where do you go to find out how to invest your money? 
ST Review of course! 


Here we look at all the main programs, past and present. 


DEGAS ELITE 


IN BRIEF: Degas Elite is probably the best known art package around. 
Written by Tom Hudson, Degas has been with us almost as long as the ST 
itself. In fact, the file format has become a standard, with just about every 
other package following Degas Elite being able to handle PIT, Pi2 or PI3 files 
depending on the resolution. In fact, if you need to transfer standard files 
from one package to another, Degas is probably the format to use. 

The program works in all three resolutions and will give 16 colours in low 
resolution, four in medium and just black and white in high res. Several 
effects are available including Mirror and Horizontal/Vertical Flip along with 
many others that have now become standard in art packages. 

As a program, Degas Elite is basic, but adequate. It has all the features you 
need to create a masterpiece, but doesn’t support STE-specific facilities and 
only has a limited number of functions. It is no longer available commercial- 
ly, but some retailers may still have the odd copy in stock 


ST REVIEW COMMENT: It’s a shame that this Degos Elite was never proper- 
ly updated. It was definitely the best of its era and, with upgrades, would 
probably still be the best. 
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The selection screen from Degas Elite is not available at the 
same time as your picture. 
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NEOCHROME 


IN BRIEF: Neochrome was 
Atari's answer to Degas. 
Packaged with 


package 
‘that is well supported. = 


NEO files are, again, very Plunvo 
transportable between - 
different: {| 


the various versions 5 ; 
of Neochrome, but itis not Very simple controls make Neochrome a 


PD. Atari hold the S00d starter package, but with limited 
copyright, although the fumctions. 

product is no longer 

generally . Goodmans International have a limited number of the 
packages complete with an 80+ page manual for £3.95 and at this price, it 
may well be worth adding to your collection, 

Neochrome has a split screen allowing you to see the tools and the picture 
you're editing at the same time, The controls, as with most of these 
packages, take a little while to get used to, but once mastered can be used 
to create some very pleasing results. One major drawback of Neachrome is 
the lack of an airbrush feature which is commonly used to add texture to a 
picture, 


ST REVIEW COMMENT: A good product with some worthwhile features. 
AS part of the “Welcome” package with new STs, it’s a good way to get 
‘Started in computer art. 
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CANVAS 


IN BRIEF: Canvas js a feature- 
packed program that falls down 
through being one of the most 
awkward to use, While numerous 
functions are available, including 
3D Objects, Animation and 
Shadow, the whole package is 
rather clumsy and you're likely to 
have problems finding your way 
around. 

The main screen is similar in 
style to Degas and the file formats 
are well supported with options for MG and compressed files included. This 
is a fair beginners’ package, but not the best for general drawing — and cer- 
tainly not for advanced work. 


Complicated selections make 
Canvas awkward to use, 


ST REVIEW COMMENT: Not a good example of an art program - creating 
a masterpiece would be tiresome, to say the least. 
0° 
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HYPERPAINT 


IN BRIEF; Atari updated their give-away package and substituted Hyperpaint 
for Neochrome for a while. Hyperpaint 2 is the same program, but updated to 
work on the STE. For an Atari product, it is a surprisingly good starter 
package and easy to use due to the GEM interface. 

In use, the package is quite flexible, but there are some minor niggles. The 
screen doesn’t scroll when you hit the edge while using a tool ~ drawing a 
line is a good example. Not something you couldn't live with, but annoying, 
just the same. The zoom facility also leaves much to be desired... 


ST REVIEW COMMENT: Hyperpaint is very much a run of the mill program 
and while there is nothing about the package that would cause you to 
condemn it, there is nothing to specifically commend it either. 


Working on a compressed Degas picture from within 
‘Hyperpaint. 


CRACK ART 


IN BRIEF: Wow! A totally new concept in art packages! Just when you 
thought there was nothing new to offer in the art package department, 
along comes Crack Art. 

From the moment you load the program (low resolution only), you get 
the feeling that you're in for something special and you aren't disappointed. 
The work screen is a work of art and the controls are endless. Once you've 
finished loading all of your favourite pictures from other packages, you can 
start to manipulate them in virtually any way you wish — from vertically flip- 
ping the image to processing it in practically any manner you wish, 

There is one big disadvantage - the manual is in German at the moment. 


PRISM PAINT 


EDIT CLiPEOARD 


: # i — 
r 


USE CLIPBOARD. =o 83330 


Similar to Degas Elite, but Prism Paint allows the tools 
and the picture to be visible at the same time. 


IN BRIEF: A recent addition from the USA, Prism Paint is a basic package 
with a similar feel and range of functions to Degas Elite. Some advanced 
functions have been added such as animation and this makes the program 
look very attractive. However, when you start to use it you realise that there 
are some basic tools missing like extended palettes or multi-coloured 
brushes. 

Prism Paint works with the ST and the TT, taking advantage of Fast RAM 
on the latter. The animation feature Is very easy to use and results are 
Impressive. All In all a good, but not outstanding, package. 


ST REVIEW COMMENT: Prism Paint is an adequate painting package and 
will do most of what you expect of it but is let down by the lack of certain 
basic tools a bit like buying a car that has a sunroof and stereo fitted, but 
no heater. 


However, the big plus is that it’s free! Well, not 

exactly. It’s shareware, which means that you B 

can get it from a PD library and, if you like it, UDG ET B 

send 20DM (about £8) to the authors in Uy 


Germany. It has to be worth encouraging authors who can turn 
‘out programs of this quality... 


ST REVIEW COMMENT: Part with your money now. Do not pass Go, do 
not collect £200. This has to be the best tenner you could ever spend if you 
have any interest in graphics at all. 

Crack Art is, without a doubt, a superb ST art package. The only competi- 
tion is TruePaint... 


Crack Art’s control panel 
Is as good as anything 
you'll pay 10 times as 
much for and, in most 
cases, even better! 


Programmers 


Rot 


A dazzling array of effects - and you can even see 
the picture while you decide which effect to use! 


| @ CURL 


Art Packages 


DELUXE PAINT 


IN BRIEF: Electronic Arts entered the art arena with this package, the first 
to offer any major advancement for some time. Originally an Amiga pro- 
gram, this was the one that many ST owners wanted to get their hands on. 

The bad news is that Deluxe Paint has now been de-listed due to 
Electronic Arts’ departure from the Atari market, so a copy will be hard to 
find. However, the manufacturer does have a few left and some retailers 
have copies, but if you want one, you'll have to hunt around quickly, 
Programs of this quality don’t last long. 

Deluxe Paint is probably the best all-round art package with enough fea- 
tures to keep even a professional artist happy. The range of controls is 
excellent and the general feel of the program is friendly and easy to 
manage. 


ST REVIEW COMMENT: if you're looking for a good general purpose art 
package, Deluxe Paint js worthy of careful consideration, But you'll have to 
be quick... 

0000 


Deluxe Paint never quite lived up to expectations, 
although the quality was good. 


CYBER PAINT 


IN BRIEF: Part of the 
much larger Cyber 
Studio suite of pro- 
grams, Cyber Paint is 
an excellent paint || 
package in its own | 
right. It even provides } 
you with facilities to Ls 
animate your work by 
building up a series of | 
frames and running } 
them one after the 
other, 


SPECTRUM 512 


IN BRIEF: At last, 2 program that takes advantage of the graphics 
capabilities of the ST. Spectrum 512 can actually display and use 12 colours 
on screen so allowing for more detail and a much higher quality of picture 

The program, from Antic Software, was released in 1987 and 
incorporated two AUTO folder programs. The first makes the screen larger 
(60Hz) while the second interlaces the screen to access the extra colours. 
files have the extension SPC but others can be imported and enhanced 
with Spectrum 512's extra features 

All packages have their own unique points, and the extra colours make 
this an artist’s tool rather than a general utility. There is, however, one 
drawback - you can’t easily use the pictures in other programs, but this is a 
small price to pay if pure art is what you're looking for. The copy of 
Spectrum 512 used for this review did not work on the STE and as there is 


All of the functions As part of a 


comprehensive suite 
you'd expect to find programs, Cyber Paint is Seal plana 
in a paint package package. 
are here, Including 
the facilities for airbrushing and streaking (drawing in a varied colour brush). 
‘As with the other packages, the ability to add text is included and you can 


no-one to update it — this could well be why it’s no longer available. If you 
find a copy, check it out before buying. 


ST REVIEW COMMENT: Another program for the more serious user. The 
lack of portability make this an artist’s package rather than one to use 
asa tool. 


also import your own with many different file formats being supported. 6000 
Features such as Distort, Move, Superimpose and Resize are incorporated 7 
as well as the ability to import sequence files fram CAD-3D and so create car- The contro! 
toon-style cell animations. panel from 
Available on its own for around £49.95 from GST Software or as part of ‘Spectrum 
the Cyber Studio package, this is an ideal package for the budding “Disneys” : 
‘out there. 
ST REVIEW COMMENT: This is a superb package for the more advanced 
user and the advanced animation features are well worth experimenting 
with. 
9000 
| 
NAME PIC FORMATS COMMENTS RATING 
| DEGAS ELITE PI2, .PC?, .NEO, .PIC, IFF GOOD, BUT DATED “ 
NEOCHROME NEO GOOD STARTER PACKAGE, BUT LIMITED tor 
| CYBER PAINT PI?, NEO, .PC?, SEQ WORTHWHILE FOR ANIMATION AND GENERAL DRAWING sous 
SPECTRUM 512 SP? GREAT IDEA, BUT NOT FOR THE STE a 
HYPERPAINT IMG, .PI?, .PC? ADEQUATE, BUT NOTHING SPECIAL ae 
CANVAS CPT, .FUL, .CNY, .IMG, .P1?, .3D UMITED AND HARD TO HANDLE = 
PRISM PAINT PNT, .P!?, ,PC?, .NEO, .JFF, GIF BASIC, GOOD BUT INCOMPLETE 
DELUXE PAINT AFF, NEO, .PI?, .PC2, .DFT HARD TO USE BUT GOOD FOR BASIC ARTAND ANIMATION = **** 
CRACK ART .CA2, .PC?, .PI2, .IMG, .SPC, .NEO, .IFF EXCELLENT PROGRAM AT ANY PRICE ones 


= 
rt) 
> 
Lu 
ce 
= 
5) 
=] 
a 
° 
ce 
a 


SpeedoGDOS is 
Atari's latest 
attempt to replace 
GDOS. Ofir Gal 
considers how 
well it fares 


Printer Orivers 


[Se Current Printer Renove 
HP DESKJET 508 = 


© fvai lable Printers 
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HEWLETT-PACKARD PRINTJET 
FHP -DESKAIET St 
WP LASERJET 
HEC #-SERIES 
OK INATEZD 

STAR NOZ4-15 


(Chancel 


Both accessories supplied with 
SpeedoGDOS can also run as 
stand-alone programs. The 
Drivers accessory is used to 
change the current printer 
without rebooting. 


The cache [a] 


LESS HASTE, 
MORE SPEED! 


ioe 


t ue #12. As FSMGDOS 


as too slow and memory hungry 


Atari never released it, much tc 


disappointment of 


edoGDOS i 


icensed from Bitstream and, 


on paper, promises to 


liver what GDOS, in all 


amations, has never 
naged. 

ed as standard with 
it Falcons, it is not yet clear 


edoGDOS will be distributed 


four floppy 


with a 


full installation w 


includes 


14 prin 


emove unwanted prir 


dri 


installation is 


save on disk space c 


f the 


< stallation o 
gives you the option of backing up 
the original files. Installation com 
e the paths for fonts and 
iter drivers are selected 


* pops up asking you 


» re-boot the system when finished 


werful extensior 
ike GDOS, 


allows for the display and printing 


Additionally 
d and a 


1 $ are sup 


Outline Fonts 


plays an 
important 
part in the 
installation, 


Character 


being a com. 
promise 
between font 


Bitnap Font 


sizes and 
available 
memory 


Cache Settings ( Kbutes ) — 


Miscellaneous: 


Cache Information (Kbutes ) =~ 
cellaneous Cache Required: LIK 


Cancel 


Fonts can be 
enabled and 
disabled using 
the Outline 
accessory. The 
foe. various options 
Dutch 801 Bold allow you to use 
Dutch 881 Bold Italic Tased FOS] | SpeedoGDOS to 


| Dutch 861 Italic 
Dutch 801 Ronan Tptions _] the full. 
Park Avenue 


Honospace 621 
Swiss 721 : 


More Hingbats SWC 
Swiss 721 Bold E Exit 


Install All 


Bitstrean Ci 
Bitstrean 
Bitstrean 


selection of 14 scalable fonts are 


nd final quality modes. Outline 


cluded with the installation. These enables or disables fonts as well as 


include the familiar range of Swiss, adjusting the size of the cache and 
Dutch, Mono-Spaced and Symbols allowing it to be trashed or saved to 
as well as more unusual ones such as disk. There is also an option to 


ark Avenue and Cooper 

SpeedoGDOS uses a font cache to 
speed display and printout. Each 
font can be displayed in any point 
size without the need to have a font 
installed for each size or printer reso- 
ution as the required font size is 


ed on thi 


generate width table files. 


USING SPEEDOGDOS 


Any program that works with the old 
version of GDOS should run with 
SpeedoGDOS although it may not 
always be capable of using the font 
scaling mechanism. A good example 
is WordFlair, which uses scalable fonts 


fly. Each character 
0 be built from scratch so a 


is used to store the frequently 
used fonts for spee 
is filled, the least-used font is 
discarded to make space for the new 


Th 


When the but whose performance under 
FSMGDOS is rather slow. Wher 
under SpeedoGDOS, 
Wordflair is transformed 


running 


bigger the cache size, the screen 


more fonts can be stored and the —_updates and scrolling are very fast 
and output quality is superb. 


It took almost ten years to deliver, 


greater the speed improvement 


Two desk accessories are included 


for fine adjustments of the installa- but at last the ST has a proper type 


tion. The current printer driver can manager. Now all we need is for 
e changed with the Drivers accesso- _ programmers to implement it to it 


y which can also switch between full potential 


WHAT’S IN A NAME? 


GDOS stands for Graphics Device Operating System and is an ex’ 
sion to the built-in operating system. As its name suggests, it 
enables programs to display and print fonts and graphics. A GDOS 
installation normally consists of GDOS.PRG, a collection of fonts, a 
printer driver and the infamous ASSIGN.SYS file which contains the 
information that GDOS needs for its operation. 

GDOS was intended to be used by every program that displays 
fonts or graphics but was slow and lacking in features such as font 
scaling. As a result, various GDOS replacements appeared over the 
years and popular programs like Calamus and Pagestream resorted 
to using their own graphics drivers. This meant that users had to 
keep several versions of GDOS and fonts in different formats to be 
able to run their favourite programs. 

SpeedoGDOS is a true solution. While maintaining a degree of 
compatibility with previous versions, it is much faster and easier to 
use. In time we may see programs like Calamus, Calligrapher and 
That’s Write adopting this mew system. After all, Mac and PC users 
have had the benefits of a standardised font management system 
for years. 


THE BEGINNERS GUIDE TO 


STOS BASIC 


4 complete programming course for the Atari ST/STE. 


618 Page, ring-bound course manual + 2 double-sided disks 


Over 190 programming examples 


The Beginners Guide w STOS Bas 
the reader in a step-by-step fast) A 
one of the most power 

programming languages available for 

ST range of comput STOS BASIC 


mathe 


The course takes the newcomer from b 
principles through to the development of 
complete programs. A practical approach is 
sdopted throughout with the emphasis bei 
ng through 
reams of theory. Programming should be fun 


using the computer rather thant wae 


and with this in mind, the course tries to cover 


As Many interests xs possible 


RING, WRITE OR FAX FOR A FULL INFORMATION SHEET 


Tel: 0983 756056 
Fax: 0983 755800 


MT SOFTWARE (Dept STR) 
Greensward House 

The Broadway 

Totland, 1.0.W. POSS OBX 


Around The World | 


2,700 DISKS OF PUBLIC DOMAIN 

SHAREWARE AND LICENSEWARE 

After many years supporting the Atart ST 1 
gh quality, low cost sof 

le to use. It ha 


you can send a Chey 
ke Cheque or PO (UK 
Major Credit Cards welcome, UK P 
£1.0W) per order, Rest of World 10% of order value (rr 


Fioppyshop, Dept STU, PO Box 273, Abe 


General Office/Technical Queries Tel: (02 
Credit Card Orders Only Tel: (0224) 312 


PEN HOUS 


At what stage 
does software get 
reviewed in a 
magazine? 


ith new products 

being pushed to the 

fore perhaps a little 
too early, at what stage 
do we actually inform the 
reader? With so many 
different magazines avail- 
able, pressure exists to be the first to review 
products, be they games or serious packages. 

Whether we're reviewing a £300 piece of hardware or 
a £1.75 PD program, integrity has to be the name of the 
game. We know that other magazines review games and 
serious software costing by using a version from another 
format - Amiga or PC perhaps. 

This is totally unacceptable to the ST Review team. 
We may not get there first, but at least our reviews are 
credible. 

I'll give you a good example. A freelance writer 
reviewed a game for us back in the old EMAP days. 
During the course of the review, he wrote that there 
were some extra sound features available if you were 
using a one megabyte machine. Many people bought 
memory upgrades to take advantage of this and 
were most upset when the extra sounds failed to materi- 
alise. Others who already had the extra memory also 
contacted us to complain. It turned out that the game 
had not been finished in time for the review and so the 
writer had used the Amiga version! 

Do we sacrifice accuracy for speed or do we create 
a name for ourselves as being honest and reliable? 
Personally, I'd go for the latter every time! If a product 
hasn‘t been finished, I'd rather tell you - that’s what a 
Preview is for. Based on publicity material and screen 
shots, it’s a chance to get the feel of a program before 
it's completed. The fact that the finished game may vary 
slightly is then more acceptable and all of the screen 
shots used in ST Review are genuine ST shots, unless 
otherwise stated, 

We pride ourselves in our honesty. | get upset 
when I pick up a rival magazine and see an unavailable 
product being reviewed, a fact we are often aware of 
but can do little about - a prime example of the reader 
being cheated! Admittedly, we have made the odd 
mistake in the past, but we would NEVER intentionally 
mislead you. 

Well, that’s me climbing down off of my soapbox for 
this month. Next time, I'll pick a lighter subject - 
promise! 


Tony Kaye is deputy editor of ST Review, having originally 
joined as Staff Writer in June 1992. You may not see his 
face very often, but other parts of his anatomy are usually 


in view — especially his hands In the photographic 
step-by-steps. 
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~ How do’ "you go about winnie Sach a 
fantastic invitation? Simply by completing 

the coupon opposite and handing it in to 

your newsagent. He will then enter it for 


AND 


to decide which is the right 
ify holiday to suit your tastes. 
And that's not all. As a thank 
you to your own newsagent, we 
will also be sending him two free 
tickets for a fabulous holiday in Paris, 
staying at a top hotel, going on a grand 
sightseeing tour and taking in a spectacular 
show at an exotic night club! 


-.-or anywhere! 


'F-Y¥YOoOU WIN, THERE’S A HOLID 


7 | shall collect my copy each month 


WHICH MAGAZINE FOR YOU? 


ACORN® One of Britain's longest-running computer 


magazi . £2.95) is the pre-eminent choice 


des and BBC Micro. 

magazines serve the dedicated Amiga 
is Amiga Action (£3.95) and 
(2.99) covers 


for users of the Arc 
COMMODORE - 
fraternity. For gam 


es players 


Amiga Force (£1.95), while Ar 


every aspect of this versatile m: 
will find all they need in Commo 


magazines — ST Action (£3.95) for gamers 
(£3.40) and Atari ST Review (£3.50) satisfy 
general ST owner. 

NINTENDO - The whole of the ever-expanding Nintendo 
scene is covered by N-Force (£.1.95), while dedicated fans of 
the Super NES have Super Action (99p) and for Game Boy 
freaks there's GB Action (9p). 

PC — Most dynamic newcomer on the PC magazine scene is 
PC Home (£3.95), covering both business and leisure interests. 
PC Today (£3.95) is devoted to supplying practical solutions 
for the small businessman. 

SEGA - All the Sega games machines have their champion in 
Sego Force (£1.95), with Mega Action (99p) serving the needs 
of Mega Drive owners (to be launched on May 20). 


1 wish to place a regular order for the magazine(s) | have ticked below: 
| Please enter this form in the Europress Dream Holiday Competition 


2 Please deliver to my address: 


Tel ee = 


"My newsagent's name anc-address: 
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oT Acorn Computing 
© Amiga Action 

17 Amiga Computing 
© Amiga Force 

oT Atari ST User 

J Commodore Force 


© Super Action 


“MR NEWSAGENT: Please confirm this 
order and return the form to your 
wholesaler for entry in the prize draw 
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Memory Upgrades 


Upgrading to one 
megabyte of 
memory is easy 
in most cases. 
Tony Kaye shows 
you how... 


IMPROVE 
YOUR 


MEMORY! 


least one megabyte of memory in 
your ST — even games are starting 
to require this as. a minimum. 

Most serious programs need at 
least a megabyte to run and the 
more, the better. With a hard drive, 
system patches, alternative desktops 
and accessories, you can run out of 
RAM very quickly. 

You can upgrade your STE for 
under a tenner and the STFM for less 
than £35. The STFM used for the 
upgrade Step-By-Step was originally 
upgraded at a cost of £99 and 
involved soldering 16 chips and 16 
capacitors to the motherboard! Of 
course, there is no way you could 
increase the memory above one 
megabyte using this method, so it 
had to be replaced to allow further 
progress. 

We show you how to increase your 
memory to one megabyte and 
beyond using SIMMs in the STE and 
the XtraRAM Deluxe board in the 
STFM. Both of these will let you 
expand up to a total of four 
megabytes at a later date if you want 
Increase your memory to to. 
up to four megabytes! 


|: is becoming essential to have at 


To save space, we haven't printed 


GETTING INSIDE 


© Remove all plugs, leads, mouse and joysticks from the ST and 
turn it upside down. 

@ Remove all the screws In square holes (seven in all) and the 
three longer screws holding the disk drive in place. 

© Carefully turn the computer over and lift off the cover of the 
case. Unplug the keyboard and put it somewhere safe. 

@ STE: Unscrew the covers for the power supply and the disk 
drive (see the pictures to the right). 

STFM: Take the power supply and drive covers off and unplug and 
remove the disk drive, Then unscrew the power supply (two 
screws at the front), unplug it and carefully remove it. Around 
the outside of the screen, there are several screws which have to 
be removed and twisted pieces of metal that need straightening. 
‘The screen should then lift off. 


pictures of the case or screen being 
removed as we've shown this many 
times before. if you're in any doubt 
as to how to remove the case, have a 
look at the Getting Inside box. 

STE owners can skip to the box on 
this page showing you how to put 
the SIMM boards into the computer. 
It you have SIPPs, then turn the page 
and see what to do next. 

STFM owners need to identify the 
Video Shifter and MMU chips. The 
former is easy to find as it is sited in a 
rectangular metal box, usually in the 
middle of the board. The MMU 
depends on the revision of the 
board, but is usually a square chip 
marked “25912” or “100109”. In 
most machines, these chips are in 
sockets, but some are soldered 
directly to the motherboard. This is 
where the fitting gets slightly more 
complicated... 


PROBLEMS 


Some machines are non-standard, 
as some of you already know, Atari 
have made several revisions to the 
motherboards on both the 
STFM and the STE, There was & 
period when a worldwide shortage of 
memory caused manufacturers to 
buy RAM from anywhere, 
resulting in some STEs being fitted 
with SIPP memory instead of SIMMs. 

Later models of the STFM board 
had the MMU and Shifter chips 
soldered directly to them, 
Never fear, there is a solution to 
every problem. 

Adaptors are available at very 
little cost to overcome any of 
the normal problems. If you 
have an odd ST, most companies 
will supply the parts you need at 
cost. 


Choosing a memory upgrade for your Atari ST? 
Marpet 


The XTRA-RAM 2ebece 
is the answer! 


Using industry standard SIMMs (like 
STE's) the XTRA-RAM Behsew lets you 
upgrade all the way to 4Mb. It works 
with all Memory Management Unit 
(MMU) chip types, whether they are 
soldered down or socketed. If your ST 
has a soldered down Video Shifter 
chip ora 101601 type MMU chip then 
some soldering will be required. 


Each XTRA-RAM Defwee upgrade is 
supplied with a full two year warranty, 
Full technical support is simply a 
telephone call or letter away, whether 
you live in England or Singapore. 


Atari ST Review: “One of the best 
boards available for the ST." 


ST Format: "The XTRA-RAM can be 
fitted easily ... even by a novice." 
87% 


£34.99 


DBeluae with OMb 

Debvae with 1/2Mb £59.99 
Deboae with 2Mb £119.99 
Debuae with 4Mb £189.99 


Plus £3 Postage & Packing per order 


Searching for a reliable Clock 
Cartridge? The Forget-Me- 
Clock II is the original and best! 


With the Forget-Me-Clock II plugged 
into your ST or STE's cartridge port, the 
system clock (used by the Control 
Panel) and keyboard clock will 
automatically be set at turn on or reset. 
No longer will you have to waste time 
setting your ST's clock each day. 


Installation couldn't be simpler — you 
just plug it in and turn on your ST. With 
a full two year warranty, why not join 
almost eight thousand satisfied users? 


Atari ST Review: "A good, well 
engineered product. Get one now." 
91% 


ST Format: "The famous Forget-Me- 
Clock I! Cartridge." 89% 


| Forget-Me-Clock |! Cartridge £21.99 
| Plus £2 Postage & Packing per order 


Buy the Xtra-RAM STE 
Memory Upgrade! 


There are many suppliers of memory 
upgrades for STE machines. Not all 
cater for your particular needs, Most 
STEs require Single In-line Memory 
Modules, commonly referred to as 
SIMMs. A number of machines require 
SIPs — these are like SIMMs but use 
pins instead of an edge connector. 


Each and every STE upgrade supplied 
by Marpet Developments contains all 
that is necessary to upgrade STEs 
requiring either SIMMs or SIPs. This is 
achieved through the use of a special 
adaptor. Many suppliers miss these 
out, causing undue hassle upon receipt 
of the product. 


ST Format Rating: "Easy to install." 86% 


XTRA-RAM STE 1/2Mb Upgrade £24.99 

XTRA-RAM STE 2Mb Upgrade £89.99 

XTRA-RAM STE 4Mb Upgrade £159.99 
Plus £2 Postage & Packing per order 


| 
| 
Spare SIMM/SIP Adaptors £1.25 Each | 

Plus £1 Postage & Packing per order | 


XTRA-RAM +8 


Marpet Developments are pleased to announce their latest new product, the Xtra-RAM +8. Available mid to late 
April, this 8Mb board upgrades and STE; Mega STE or Mega ST to 12Mb! Specially designed and 
manufactured here in England, the XTRA-RAM +8 represents a considerable investment in the Atari 
marketplace. Each unit carries a full 12 months warranty and, with participating dealers only, is supplied under 
a ten day money back offer. For further information contact Marpet Developments today! 


Upgrade your 4Mb STE; Mega STE or Mega ST to 12Mb! 

Supports use of Atari TT style memory allocation. 

Supports extended memory allocation in most professional applications. 
Supplied with auto-booting configuration utility. 

Installs beneath shielding on all machine types. 

Solder free installation on most STEs; Mega ST and Mega STE models: 


Unpopulated (0Mb) 
STE £109.99 
Mega ST £99.99 
Mega STE £149.99 


Inc. VAT @ 17,5% 
P&P £5 extra 


Populated 8Mb 
STE £399.99 
Mega ST £399.99 
Mega STE £399.99 


Inc. VAT @ 17.5% 
Free Courier Delivery 


fitting service available. 


All versions available unpopulated (use SIMMs). 
Requires TOS 2,06 ROMs — support for earlier ROMs available soon! 
No payment processed until day of dispatch! Mastercard and VISA. 


Meadowfield Farm, Fellbeck, Pateley Bridge HG3 5ET 
Tel: +44 (0) 423 712600 Fax: +44 (0) 423 712601 


All prices subject to change with or without notice. E&OE. All goods subject to availability. 
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socket for the Video s 
(left) and an adapter for a 
surface-mounted MMU chip. 


When you get 
your upgrade, the 
first thing you 
want to do is ! | 
fit it into your 
computer. But | 
what do you do if 
the inside of your @ 
machine is not 
the same as the 
manual suggests AWKWARD CHIPS 
TARY {TIC MS) 2@a The first thing to do when you open up your STEM is 
to identify the type. There are three main kinds of 
motherboard and these are outlined in the manual. 
The only real difference is the positioning of the MMU 
chip. The Video Shifter chip will always be in the box 
in the middle. 
Now comes the crunch. Some STFMs have the chips 
mounted directly to the motherboard instead of 
being in a socket. More components are needed and 
this isn’t some dastardly manner of extracting more 
money from you. The extras are usually supplied at 
cost price plus postage and, in most cases, despatched 
the same day. 
The Video Shifter chip has to be removed from its 
position on the board and a socket soldered in its 
place. This is a delicate operation, so if you're not con. 
fident of your ability with a soldering iron, get a 
professional to do it for you. The surface mounted 
MMU chip is easier to overcome provided it’s a square chip. A small minority of machines had a 
rectangular MMU chip and these are very awkward to upgrade. In fact, if you have one like this, 
contact the supplier rather than attempting it yourself unless you really are a professional or a serious 
hobbyist! The adapter board in the picture simply fits over the existing chip. 


HOW MUCH MEMORY? 


A standard upgrade consists of enough memory to increase the RAM of your computer to one 
megabyte. You'll find that you actually get nearly three times as much usable memory as before, due 
to the operating system taking the same space - about 350 Kbytes free in a 520 and 850 Kbytes after 
upgrading. 

Both the STE and the STFM upgrades allow further memory to be added at a later date. What you 
need to do is buy some one megabyte SIMMs and replace the quarter-megabyte SIMMs in the slots. 
This can only be done in pairs, so you can go to either two or four megabytes in an STE or, because of 
the way the memory is addressed, 2.5 or four megabytes in the STFM. The STFM in the Step-by-Step 
guide was originally upgraded using the old method of soldering 16 chips and 16 capacitors to the 
motherboard, and the small white wire connected to the end of the row of memory chips is to bypass 
this upgrade. So, the ST can be taken to 2.5 megabytes with an extra two, one megabyte SIMMs. To 
take the machine to four megabytes, another slight alteration is necessary. 
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CGS ComputerBild 


19 Ledbury Place 
Croydon 
Surrey CRO 1ET 
00 Tel: 081-686 8121 


Fax: 081-666 0405 


DA's Vector 


"Stunning colour and special 
effects — quite simply the best 
vector graphics creation tool on 
the ST." Atari ST Review. This is 
what enthusiastic journalists 
have to say about DA’s Vector. 
We haven't space to mention 
the 3D text effects, 3D bar charts 
and pie charts, animation, and 
what we call "Vector Morphing” 
£149.00 inc V.A.T 


The Dream Team 

During the 1992 Olympics, the USA used the best basketball players in the world 
to form the ultimate team. Which soon acquired the title of the "Dream Team". 
Now CGS-ComputerBild bring you the best in Desktop publishing, and Image 
retouching at the unbeatable price of £299.00 inc V.A.T. 

This years 1993 "Dream Team". 


RETOUCHE 


Professional 


Colour Design and Black & White 


£299.00 


Didot Professional Colour and Retouche Professional Colour Design £499.00 inc. VAT. We also supply the 
Epson range of colour scanners; e.g. Epson GT6500 with GT-Look Ii software only £938.83 inc. VAT. 
All programs run on the Atari ST(E)/TT/Falcon, 


© you've just bought a nice fast 

modem, plugged it into your 

computer and called some of the 
hundreds of local bulletin boards scat- 
tered around the country. You've left 
messages for other users, read their 
replies and exchanged favourite demos 
and utility programs, What next? 

Time to take the next step and 
| register for one of the much larger 
| and more versatile commercial ser- 

vices. Here in the UK, Compulink 
information eXchange (CIX) is proba- 
bly the largest public-access confer- 
encing system available, boasting a 
current membership in excess of 
8,000 users and handling nearly 100, 
Jephone lines, 
Not only can you discuss matters of 
2 technical or computer-related nature, 
but there are separate conferences 
devoted to just about every walk of life 
you could imagine - from religion and 
politics to martial arts and paintball 
gaming; from film and television to 
animal welfare and green issues. There 
are currently close to 3,000 confer- 
ences available, with over half of those 
open for anyone to join at will 


WHAT'S IN IT FOR ME? 


The Atari enthusiast is well served, 
with over 20 conferences devoted to 
your favourite machines. The level of 
activity varies tremendously; the 
main “atari.st” conference handles 
the bulk of traffic - it carried over 
1,400 messages during April, for 
example. There are also specialist 
conferences dealing with other 
aspects of the ST, and even some 
covering other machines such as t 
Lynx and the Portfolio. 

We've even got our very own 
conference, called *streview*, where 
you can chatter to the editors and 
journalists of your favourite ST publica- 


tion, or just send us a message saying 
how great you think the magazine is! 

CIX also stores an immense num: 
ber of files; the file area in atari.st 
alone accounts for more than 600 
utilities, games, demos and other 
applications, Plus, if you want to send 
a particular file to one user only you 
can transter it directly from your com- 
puter at home into his or her personal 
CX mailbox in complete privacy 


LOGGING ON 


ch time you press Return again, a 
sage will be displayed. 

The first topic is called learn/tutori- 
al, and the messages in that topic will 
teach you how to navigate your way 
around CIX. Once you've got the 
hang of things, you'll probably 
decide to resign from that topic as 
there is also on-line help available for 
every part of the system. 

The other conference to which you 
will initially be joined is called cix. This 
is where you can report any problems 
and ask for assistance. However, the 
talfic in there can sometimes be quite 
busy, and marty first-time users decide 
# that conference for the 
time being, using the command 
"resign cix”, but this won't stop your 
membership to CIX itself! To view a 
the conferences available, use 
show all” — but be 
arned, it is rather extensive! 


WHERE'S ST REVIEW? 


ing CIX in 


he first conference you'll 


newr 


to opt out o 


the command 


time to start 


earnest 


want to |c review. CIX uses sim- 


Comms 


ALIVE AND 
CIXING 


Nelcone te - The Cenpulink Information eXchange 


JL I98-1755 Courier AST DS* UBZbis, MST~14.4K, Ué2bis HNP 5 - 32 Lines 
IL 398-1244 Courier HST OS¢ V32DIs, MST-14.4k, VA2dis HNP 5 ~ 26 lines 
it 396-3787 Hayes Ultras V37bIs, Mayes 3600, U4zbis MMPS - 4 Lines 
399-5252 Tricon Modens with 021 022 023 U2zbis HAPS = 14 lines 
it 393-3468 Dataflex V24 ISOM Terminal Adapter with Vil8 - 7 lines 
1342 A100 GLLB 1s our WOR for PSS, or X25 access = 1B chans 


! a eed 1 Provided by: 
| mmx oo oo I 
(xm & ne “+ ox | 
1 ox x XX | Europe's Mest | Suite 2, The Sanctuary | 
1x x xX kK Advanced =| Oakhill Grove, Surbiton | 
| ok Xs Conferencing | Surrey Kis 6OU | 
1K eK xr Syston | aice: a1 I90-804s | 
! | 
i 
| 


If you type "aix" instead of "cix", this screen {11 not be displayed 
EIx Version 2.2 25/04/33 
Seayright (c) CoSy Conferencing Systen, University of Guelph, 1984 


tc Conpulink Information eXchange Ltd, 1985-1393 


The main CIX login banner. Next time you 
login, use ‘qix’ instead of ‘cix’ to suppress 
this sereenful of text. 


How would you like to join 
CIX, the UK’s foremost 
bulletin board and 
conferencing system, for free? 
André Willey explains how. 


ON-LINE CHARGES 


ple English commands wherever pos- 
sible, so all you need to type is “join 
streview”. 

There are three topics of discussion: 
viewpoint, files and general. Viewpoint 
should be used to send us letters for 
possible publication while general is 
for casual chatter about the magazine. 
For now, go to the general topic using 
the command “switch general” or 
“join streview/general”, If you press 


Mainiedit orofile 
Editing PROFILE text. 

8 lines existing in file 
Available connands are: 


Return you'll see some messages post- 
ed by other readers, but as there 
might be quite a few of these you 
might like to type “skip to last” to get 
to the end. If you'd like to read just 
the recent messages, use a command 
like “skip to back 2", which will start 
reading messages from two days ago. 
If you want to comment on any- 
thing you read, instead of pressing 
Return to see the next message, type 


QCKDAt (adppend (clear (delete thielp (1)ist (qluit (sdudstitute 


Command-> L 
1 oews 
2 nail status 


option e6it ¥ gait 
~>roption auterecent on quit 


Begin entering your text. When you are finished 


go to a nex line type a peri 
Input-Poption down z, up z, 
input-> 

Connand-> x 
8 Line(s) 


ess the enter hey 


Minimum monthly charge: £7.35. 
Off-peak rate: £2.82 per hour 
Peak rates: £4.23 per hour. 


Peak time is between 8 am and 5 pm, Monday to Friday. 
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tari st/nain 5, fram Liesen, 145 chars, fer 29 44:55 93 
There’ are connents 


Silica (OKA #tarl Helpline) ine) today told ne whey expect caples of 


MultiTOS & SpeedosDas 
Tain 
Read:connent 


‘Thay bad no prices 


Cowmant $e passage ember S265, tater nanzage, fo lth | <C>: 


>That!s. 


‘of the price? For exano! 


ail Early Falcon’ owners get MultiT0S for free, er will they have t0 Gos? 
rn alse locking forward te trying the finished version on ny TT. 


>inére 
Aia/actionate 


Aealog nessnee. Message SULA obted. 


Adding a comment to a message in the atari.st confer- 
ence. To finish your response, type a single full stop on 


a line of its own. 


“comment”. This will put you into 
CIX's text gobbler, where you can type 
your response. When you've finished 
the message, put a single full stop on 
a new line and press Return to indi- 
cate you've finished. If you're happy 
with the message as written, you can 
now tell CIX to “add” it to the confer- 
ence for everyone else to read. If not, 
you can either “quit” or “edit” the 
message using CIX’s on-line text edi- 
tor, Type “help” inside the editor for 
assistance if you have trouble. 

To post a completely new message 
of your own, use the “say” command 
instead of “comment”. The rest of the 
process is exactly the same as before — 
in fact, whenever you have to type in 
some text, CIX will use the text gobbler. 

Now might be a good time to 
explore our files topic. Again, use the 
command “switch files” or “join stre- 
View/files”. To see a list of all the files 
that are available, type “list”. 


TRANSFERRING FILES 


IX doesn’t yet know your choice of 
transfer, so use the command 
“option down z, up z, q” to tell it to 
use Zmodem. 

Unless you want to type this com- 
mand every session, it’s a good idea 
to change your online ‘profile’ to 
make these options permanent. To 
do this, type “edit profile”, Briefly, 
the “L” command will list your cur- 
rent settings, “DS” or "D6" will 
delete lines 5 or 6, and “A” will put 
you into the text gobbler to add 
more lines. For now, just delete the 
lines which set uploads and down- 


loads to “x”, and add the zmodem 
line mentioned above. Type "X" to 
save the file and exit, or “Q” to quit 
the editor if you get into a mess 

Downloading a file is simplicity 
itself - just type “fd! * and CIX will 
send the file directly to your ST's disk 
drive. For example, to download the 
file WELCOME.TXT you would type 
“fdl welcome.txt”. 

When you've had a good look 
around on-line, the command “bye” 
will end your session, and CIX will tell 
you how long you've been connect- 
ed before dropping the line. 


OFFLINE READING 


On-line conferencing, especially 
when using a large commercial ser- 
vice like CIX, can work out rather 
expensive if you get carried away 
The biggest time-waster of all is not 
IX, nor the speed of your computer 
or modem, but you yourself! You 
may only read 30 kilobytes of text 
during a session, and type a few 
short messages back ~ but your read- 
ing and typing rates are unlikely to 
come anywhere near the computer's 
potential speed. If they did, your 
whole on-line session would take just 
30 seconds instead of 30 minutes! 
The simple answer is to store all 
your unread CIX messages in one file, 
quickly download it and peruse 
through them later, at your leisure 
when you're not paying BT for the 
privilege! if you want to make some 
replies, create them off-line in a text 
editor, and send them to CIX en masse 
when you next go on-line. This process 


ATARI-RELATED CONFERENCES ON CIX 


atari.st Cont 
ari.st.prog At 
atari.st.olr Offline cix 


ence for the Atari ST computer 
1 ST and TT programming 
Jer/replier for the ST 


atari.st.desk Alternative Atari ST Desktops and similar utilities 


atari.st.cyber 


stgame Atari ST gam 


Antic CYBER softwa 


mint Discussion of the MINT extension for the Atari ST 


lynx Atari Lynx 1 
portfolio Atari portfolio 
st.mags 


Atari online mag, 


ines Z-Net and ST Report 
Discussion about, and letters to, ST R 


w magazine 


Dtera Transter Proteccis informatsen 


Mode: [Znoden Batch Receive 


Filenane cpx,1zh 
Size 78734 
Est Tine O0;01:14 


Blocks 


Status |Full Streaning 


Messages |BINARY Hode 


Downloading a file from the atari.st/listings topic. Zmodem 
provides running statistics on the transfer, and even 
estimates the total time required. 


is known as off-line reading, and most 
computers have programs available to 
ease the task. For the ST, the off-line 
reader (OLR) is called Cixreod and we'll 
be covering this in much more detail 
next issue, but if you'd like to have a go 
with it in the meantime, why not join 
the atori.st.olr conference on CIX? In 
the programs topic you will find every- 
thing you need to get you started 
Download the software using the com- 
mand “fail atariolr.tos”. 

The downloaded 


, ATARIOLR. TOS, 


is a self-extracting archive, meaning 
that all you need do is run It from your 
disk drive and it will create all the nec- 
essary files and folders for you. There is 
a readme file provided which explains 
in general terms how to use the sys- 
tem, and more detailed documentation 
is available. For now, just run CIX- 
COMM.PRG and it will conteol your on- 
line sessions and take you in and out of 
IX and Cixread as required, 

That's all for this month, so get 
Cixing! 


REGISTERING 
WITH CIX - FREE! 


AS AN ST REVIEW READER, YOU CAN 
REGISTER WITH CIX FOR FREE UNTIL 
THE END OF JULY, SAVING £25 PLUS VAT! 


Using DTerm on the cover disk, 
click on the ‘Set Flow’ button so 
the text shows as ‘Flow’ rather 
than ‘Normal’. Also, in the ‘Set 
Protocols’ section select 
‘Zmodem’ for uploads and down- 
loads, and click on the ‘Auto Z’ 
button. 

Once this is completed, save 
your configuration for later use 
and go to the Terminal Mode. 
Just type "AT D” followed by the 
CIX phone number AT D 081 390 
1255. The modem should now 
dial CIX and establish a connec- 
tion. The system will prompt you 
to type “cix” to login, and then 
ask for your nickname. All users 
have their own unique on-line 
name, which can either be a short 
form of their own name, or a 
humorous nickname, Since you 
don’t yet have a nickname, type 
“new” and CIX will ask for your 
details, and for a unique pass- 
word which will prevent anyone 
else from hacking into your 


account. The registration process 
will take about ten minutes, and 
CIX will explain each step clearly 
as you go through. You'll need to 
have your credit card details avail- 
able, since CIX must know to 
whom it should charge the 
account before it allows you 
access to the system. if you don't 
have a credit card yourself, 
ask someone who does if you can. 
pay them to use their card ~ but 
don’t forget that the charges 
will appear on their monthly 
statement. 

After the system has accepted 
your name, address and payment 
details, you will be asked if you 
wish to enter a special code 
Answer “yes”, and type in our 
free code word streview. You'll 
be given one final chance to read 
C1X’s terms and conditions, and if 
you're completely happy with 
the details you've entered, you 
will now become a registered user 
of CIX. 


NEXT MONTH 


TOOLS 2 


Next month’s cover disk contains the perfect 
partner to Easy Draw 2 - Easy Tools 2! This full 
commercial program expands the already 
formidable muscle of Easy Draw 2 and lets you 
truly harness the power of your imagination. 


ONLY THE 
BEST IN 
ST REVIEW! 


Next month’s 
incomparable 
editorial pages will A. 
bring you... E&— 


AUTO TRACERS 


What are they? How do they work? V 
can be converted into a vector image a 
ST programs with this feature. 


COMMS 


eveal how a normal picture 
d compare the four main 


Not satisf } emt x 
month we'll also 
you money on your tele 
out the easy wa 
NETWORKING 
Can several Atari computers be « < 
networking like the big bo: 
AND... 
full reviews of the latest products es, a photog 
step-by-step to save you money on a guia 


ST REVIEW GIVES YOU THE BEST VALUE OF ANY 
ST MAGAZINE — THE BEST EDITORIAL AND THE BEST 


COVERAGE FOR ANYONE WITH AN ST! 
ON SALE 24 JUNE - ORDER IT NOW! 


TECH TALK 


Is there a 


software 
compatibility 
issue with 
the Falcon? 


ith the arrival of 
We: Falcon, the 
question of soft- 


ware compatibility Is at 
the forefront again. In 
theory, there should be 
no problems at all. The 
Falcon is running TOS, 
the same operating system as the ST and TT. It even goes further 
and emulates the ST sound chip and STE DMA sound 
system. Reality is slightly different... 

When my new Falcon arrived, | was prepared for the worst. 
Going by the rumours, | thought that most programs will 
simply not run. | expected the Falcon to be a nice toy to play 
with but not much more until updates for my programs wer 
released. It was a pleasant surprise to discover that all but a 
small number of programs worked first time. Non-standard 
screen handling Is responsible for most of the incompatibilities 
and some programs will not work with graphics cards or other 
hardware modifications like Overscan. 

Some programs assume that the screen resolution is 640 x 
400 or 640 x 200 pixels. When an unexpected resolution is found, 
as is the case with the Falcon, they display various symptoms 
ranging from a messy display to a row of bombs, 

Programs that use the standard GEM routines to display menus 
and dialogue boxes may be slower but at least they work on any 
system including MultiTOS. 

Programmers have to consider the options. You can write your 
own super-fast screen driver which will perform superbly ~ as 
long as the program is run on a bog-standard ST. Alternatively 
you can use GEM, which will be slower, but guarantees 
compatibility with all existing and future products. 

There are many good reasons to go for GEM instead of a cus- 
tom menu and window system. First, the interface will be 
immediately familiar to users. The program will require a shorter 
manual and the user won't have to battle with unfamiliar screen 
objects and so will be able to start using the program 
right away. 

This is the adopted manner on the Mac which has earned a 
user-friendly reputation. 

A classic example of a neglected GEM facility Is the clipboard, 
This was designed to enable applications to Interchange data via 
disk files, a highly desirable function. Unfortunately, this has 
been totally ignored by most programmers, and Is often 
incorrectly implemented so rendering it useless. 

MultiTOS is on the horizon, accelerators such as NVDI are estab- 
lished, display enhancements like Overscan are now 
relatively cheap and the Falcon has arrived - it’s time for the ST's 
software range to be standardised. Such an action would be the 
sign of a mature system and Is a necessity if we want the ST 
range to maintain its relative success. 


Ofir Gal is one of the UK's foremost ST experts, specialising 
in technical areas such as programming and music. He is the 
author of various ST programs, both commercial and share 


ware, and keeps typical programmer hours which means that 
he can never be contacted before three in the afternoon! 
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We've scoured the 
ST world to bring 
you products you're 
likely to need at 
prices that won't 
break the bank... 


TECHNICAL HELP AND NON-RECEIPT 
OF GOODS 


For technical help or if you order goods and they do not arrive 


within 28 days, 


Offers open to UK residents only 
Fulfillment: Go Direct, 7 Vinegar Hill, Alconbury Weston, 
Huntingdon PE17 SJA 


At ST Review, every care is taken to bring you the highest quality 
products at the lowest prices, We don’t just offer you anything we 
can lay our hands on - the products are carefully selected and we 
ensure that they are practical, handy and actually enhance your 
computer. Everything we sell Is fully supported — help is just a 
phone call away 
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my 


The ST Review campaign to er 
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negabyte continue till of 


he cheapest 


available anywhere! 
ed at £9.99 for the STE and £34.99 for the ST/F/M range, nearly every 


owner of one of these machines can increase their memory without having to 


her penny 


oldering, alt 


MOUSE/JOYSTICK 
EXTENSIONS 


The mouse and joystick ports on the ST could well have been designed 

by the same person who invented the Reliant Robin! Continuous swap- 

ping of joysticks and mice eventually damages the ports. Cost of 

repair? You don’t want to find out! Save yourself the hassle — buy an 
extension lead for just 
£3.99! 

Choose a single lead 
for £3.99 or a pair for 
just £5.99. Prolong the 
life of your ST with this 
essential little extra, 


KEEPING TRACK 
OF TIME 


UPDATE YOUR ST SYSTEM 
CLOCK AUTOMATICALLY! 


ESSEing) 4 


t and remembers 


correct time when you switch on t 
small AUTO folder program. Give 


Review, this is 
Available 


connect ot 


SPEEDO AND 
POSTSCRIPT FONT 
PACKS 


We have a whole range of 
professional quality fonts, all 
for use with SpeedoGDOS and 
your professional DTP package. 


SPEEDO STARTER PACK - £49 

Twenty Bitstream scalable outline fonts to get you started. Includes SpeedoGDOS and 
a full manual which shows you how to use the program with Timeworks and other 
packages. Fonts include Dutch 801, Swiss 721, Zurich, Bitstream Cooper Black, Park 
Avenue and many others. 


SPEEDO DECORATIVE PACK - £59 


Twelve Speedo and PostScript Type 1 fonts with the emphasis on design. Includes 
Caslon Opentace Regular, Compacta Roman and more. 


SPEEDO HEADLINES PACK - £49 


Nine Speedo and PS Type 1 fonts like Franklin and Broadway. 


NEWSLETTER PACK - £59 


Twelve different fonts ideal for compiling small publications, Includes Baskeville, 
Futura, Garamond and Century 


STYLE PACK - £39 


Let your creative ability shine through with six fonts including Exotic and incised 901 
Black! 


The Speedo Starter Pack includes SpeedoGDOS and full manual giving loads of extra 
fonts to Timeworks and all GDOS packages. 

‘A\} of the other packs have both the Speedo and the PostScript Type 1 fonts for use 
with Didot, PageStream, DA's Vector and any other PostScript program. 


SpeedoGDOS reproduced under licence from Atari Corporation, Sunnyvale, California, 


N OFFER? 


AFFORDABLE INSURANCE 
SAVE £2 ON THE 
ULTIMATE VIRUS KILLER! 


Another ST Review exclusive! The Ultimate Virus Killer 
is probably the best virus utility available on the ST 
and the latest version (5.7) would normally costs 
£9.99. You can buy it today from us for just £7.99, saving 
a massive 20%. 

UVK recognises all known viruses and does a complete system check 
every time you run it so don’t delay, order it before you lose any 
valuable data! 


TO: ST REVIEW READERS OFFERS, PLEASE RUSH ME THE FOLLOWING 
ITEM(S): (TICK AS APPROPRIATE) 


MEMORY UPGRADE - 


Cd pouste sovsrick ExTeNsio 
1 speepo starter PACK 

1 becorarive pack. 

1 HEADLINES Pack. 

Cd newsterreR pact 

Co stv Pack. 


1 ENCLOSE TOTAL PAYMENT OF €..... 


PAYABLE BY: ) CHEQUE L) p.o. ) CREDIT CARD 


NAME: 


ADDRESS: 


POSTCODE:.. . TEL(DAY).... 


PLEMIC ito 


expiry DATE: [__/ 


aa 


SIGNATURE: .. 


CREDIT CARD ORDER LINE - 0733 63999 
IMPORTANT! 
Paying by CHEQUE or POSTAL ORDER. 
Make cheques and POs payable to GO DIRECT and put 
your cheque card guarantee number on the back. 
All prices are inclusive of post & packing and VAT. Goods are quarantees 
for 12 months (2 years on memory upgrades) 
Please allow up to 28 days for delivery. 


Send your order to: ST REVIEW READERS OFFERS, 7 VINEGAR HULL 
ALCONBURY WESTON, HUNTINGDON PEI7 54 
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The first in a 
brand new 
series aimed at 
giving you an 
insight into the 
major UK 
companies. 
What goes into 
producing ST 
software? 

Tony Kaye goes 
behind the 
scenes at HiSoft 
to find out... 


ince 1980, HiSoft have been 
§ tenowned for producing high- 

quality serious software. You're 
probably aware of HiSoft BASIC and 
Lattice ‘C’ along with many other lan- 
guages and utilities. It may surprise 
you to know that the first products 
were pre-Spectrum but that it was 
the Spectrum that produced enough 
money for the company to function 
full-time and exist in the format we 


THE PEOPLE 


The often faceless world of programming 
has its characters. Someone has to 
create the product that is eventually 


sold to the public... 
DAVID LINK 


David is the founder of HiSoft. In 
the early days, he moved to 
Geneva and eventually came back 
to set up the company as we 
know it today with various 
changes along the way. When 
the firm moved to the Old 
Schoolhouse, David was involved 
in an unsuccesful partnership that 
split after two years leaving Link 
in total control of HiSoft 


David Link, 

head of 

operations 
t HiSoft. 


“The Old Schoolhouse” in Greenfield, Beds. 


know today. And you thought that 
Uncle Clive was good for nothing! 
Company founder, David Link, has 
never been one to take the easy 
option, As a teacher in Highgate 
School, a bright young student 
named David Nutkins wrote a Pascal 
compiler for the Z80 micro-proces- 
sor, This was ported to various Z80 
machines such as the Nascom - 
remember them? Working from 


DAVID NUTKINS 


David wrote the original Pascal pro 
gram that started HiSoft in motion, 
He ported the code to many differ 
ent machines including CP/M, MSX, 
Amstrad CPC and, of course, the 
Spectrum. 
David was responsible for assist 
ing in the writing of HiSoft BASIC and 
writing WERCS and Modula 2 
Compiler. Porting the C Interpreter 
manual from English to French is his 
one and only 
attempt at 
translation, 
TruePaint was 
originally writ. 
ten in the sum 
mer of 1992 by 
John Gymer 


home, the two Davids pro: 
duced Pascal followed by 
Devpac, but it wasn’t until the 
success of the Spectrum that a full 
time business with its own premises 
became viable. 

In fact, at one point, Link was liv- 
ing in Geneva and Nutkins had to 
visit him there to discuss program 
ming progress. During the halcyon 
days of the Speccy, the computer 


(the writer of the Concerto sequencer 
for the ST— Ed) on the “Sparrow’ 
the pre-release version of the Falcon. 
John left the company and David 
Nutkins has had the job of tidying 
the program up ready for release! 


ALEX KIERNAN 


Alex is a university graduate with a 
degree in electronics. His computer 
language knowledge is completely 
self-taught, 

having learnt 

6502 Assembly 

Language on a 

Commodore 

Pet. The 6502 

was the central 

nervous system 


industry was still very small, Products 
had typewritten manuals and the 
nature of the development work 
meant that a few minutes of Parallel 
Input/Output transfer required the 
Speccy to be kept in a fridge 
for several hours beforehand! 

The current home of 
HiSoft (the name of 
which is taken from 
Highgate School Soft- 
ware, not High Quality 
Software, as most people 
believe) is an old schoolhouse in 
Greenfield, Bedfordshire. Perhaps this 
is an apt home for an ex-school- 
teacher! 

With the Z80 market dying in 
1985 (although the Spectrum contin- 
ued to be produced until 1991) a 
choice had to be made between the 


David Nutkins beaver. 


ing away at another 
revision of True Paint. 


in the Atari 400/800 series as 
well as the BBC and others, 

A strong knowledge of 68000 
Assembler and C means that 
Alex is currently responsible for 
updating all the language pack 
ages to take advantage of the 

Falcon’s advanced features. Alex is 
also responsible for programming 
the file formats and conversion 
facilities within TruePaint. These had 
to be written in 68000 Assembler to 
obtain the maximum speed possi 
ble. Such programming makes 
TruePaint one of the most versatile 
conversion utilities available on any 
machine as well as being a very 
impressive paint package! 


Alex Is working 0 
file formats for 
TruePalnt and 
also updating 


of the Falcon's 


COR THE PRI 
Motorola 68000 and Intel PC chip 
The first ST was not yet available so 
hoosing the former was certainly 
risky. The PC had a mass market, but 
the disadvantage of Microsoft and a 
uple of other established 
BASIC interpreters available. HiS 
decided that the potential of the 
68000 was well worth taking a 
hance with ‘ 
The risk paid off as the ST market 
grew and computers started selling in 
arge numbers. The first 16-bit prod: 
uct was a compiler based on Sinclair 
Ql BASIC, the competition being Fast judgment with th 
BASIC, originally a ROM cartridge ing the most 
based product f €. The — $T/Amiga market 


Kuma range of s 


Data, K-S 


d is that 


fully-suppor 


In 1991 HiSoft te 


nd the range er 


‘DAVE WOODHO 


perbase, and are currently develop- 
ing Superbase Professional IV 

There are many new products in 
the pipeline for the Falcon and the 
whole ST range. One such program is 
an English version of Papyrus, a fully 
featured word processor. HiSoft are 
also the official UK distributors for 
SpeedoGDOS and MultiTOS, which 
will sell for £34.95 or less depending 
‘on exchange rates and licensing 
fees/royalties. Both products will, of 
course, work with the ST range as 
well as the Falcon 


TWO-BIT SYSTEMS 


Truelmage, a 
sneak preview! 
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COMPETITION 


COMPETITION 


ATARI ST REVIEW PROUDLY PRESENTS THE “YOU 
WANT IT... YOU GOT IT” COMPETITION!! 


In association with Citizen, Compo Soft, Harman, HiSoft, 
System Solutions and Yamaha, Atari ST Review is giving away a 


first prize worth over £3,000! 
@ You want the most powerful home 
computer on the market today? You got it 
— THE ATARI FALCONO30 WITH 4 MB OF 
RAM AND A 65 MB HARD DRIVE. 


@ You want a superb colour screen with 
ultra-high resolution? You got it - AN 
S-VGA MONITOR WITH SCREENBLASTER. 


@ You want the best paint package on 
the market? You got it — HISOFT’S 
TRUEPAINT. 


@ You want CD-quality sound and direct- 
to-disk recording? You got it MUSICOM. 


@ You want the best available MIDI 
sequencer and a brilliant sound module? 
You got it ~ STEINBERG CUBASE AND A 
YAMAHA TG-100. 


@ You want an excellent document 
processor and 300 DPI printer? 
You got it - THAT’S WRITE 2 AND 
A CITIZEN PROJET. 


@ Even if you don’t win the main prize, 
we’ve got consolation prizes for another 
17 of you — FIVE COPIES OF TRUEPAINT 
AND 12 3-MONTH SUBSCRIPTIONS 
TO ST REVIEW. 


Musicon 1.8 
‘Sanpler 2 Options oe Input level = 
aoe Hert Seal 
“HE Stereo | mt tse cttert Ss __ Left 
© 16 Bit Stereo | ~ Keep sanple a | 


d disk recording — [=| el 
‘ite AUR-Sanples 

take geftules 

Free nenory: 1000 KByte [ < 


ome fir |S L FST 


THATS WRITE 


RATS Wairy 


F THE CENTURY! 


THE COMPETITION 


What do you have to do to win? Look at the three simple questions below, work out the answers 
and phone them in — it’s that easy! But be quick — the competition closes on the 30th June... 


1. What processor does our Falcon use? 3. What size hard drive is built into our Falcon? 
Answer 1: 68000. Answer 1: 65 megabytes. 

Answer 2; 68020. Answer 2: 40 megabytes. 

Answer 3: 68030. Answer 3: 105 megabytes. 


2. How much RAM does our competition prize have? 


° ° 
Answer 1: 1 megabyte. Now simply dial... 
Answer 2: 4 megabytes. =; a 0891 543307 


Answer 3: 14 megabytes. 0891 543308 


) wear a pink tutu? - YOU ASK HIM!! 
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Ever wondered 
what makes a 
software writer 
create a certain 
program? 

Jeremy Hughes 
gives ST Review a 
unique insight 


computer freaks is a grave mis. 

conception, Some of the finest 
programs have come into being 
through sheer necessity on the part 
of a person who may or may not 
have been a programmer previously 
In fact, many software writers have 
simply bought a computer with the 
intention of using it for a specific 
purpose and then programmed out 
of frustration 

Jeremy Hughes, author of Fontkit 
Plus and Imagecopy, |s a perfect 
example. 

"| didn’t have a computer before 
the ST,” comments Jeremy. “I was in 
the final stages of writing my thesis 
in 1986 and it seemed like a good 
idea to type it into a word processor 
father than use a typewriter. 

“At the time | looked at the 
Amstrad PCW which a lot of people 
were using, but someone suggested 
getting an ST. What was attractive 
about the ST was the monitor when 
compared with the Amstrad - the ST 
monitor is far more pleasant on the 
eyes.” 

Seven years ago, there were very 
few word processors available. “! 
used a program called Final Word by 
Mark Of The Unicorn who gave up 
supporting the program quite some 
time ago (they currently manufacture 
music software and hardware for the 
Mac ~ Ed). It’s a totally non-GEM pro- 
gram and had various advantages 
over other GEM programs of the 
time including a footnote facility and 
the ability to use proportional fonts. | 
switched to Thot’s Write after | 


T he idea that all programmers are 


bought a DeskJet as Final Word didn’t 
have the necessary printer driver.” 


PROGRAMMING 


How did this lead to programming? 
"| did some programming almost 
from the beginning, although that 
wasn't my original intention, because 
| found that | needed to be able to 
get Hebrew into my thesis. | got a C 
Compiler from GST to teach myself C 
after getting frustrated with ST BASIC 
and soon afterwards bought an early 
version of Lattice C. | started writing 
font utilities to get Hebrew into my 
texts.” 

Did you start out programming in 
C? "I was 


nitially using a crude 


BASIC downloading p 
transferred 9-bit Hebrew fonts to a 
Juki 5510 printer”, Jeremy answers. 
There is a Hebrew e ST 
character set and as Final Word 
allowed me to access any character, | 
mapped them onto the downloaded 
font using a facility in Final Word to 
switch fonts. Being a draft font, the 
quality was poor so | bought a RAM 
chip for the Juki which allowed me to 
download Near Letter Quality fonts. 
At that point | decided that | 
really wanted a font designing pro: 
gram because it’s fairly easy to design 
a 9-pin draft font on paper but far 
more difficult where Near Letter 
Quality is 
Fontedit, the predecessor to Fontkit 


concerned. This was 


Was the intention to create a pro 
gram with bells and whistles? 
Initially y designed 9-pin 
downloadable fonts,” remarks 
Jeremy, “because that’s what | need. 


ed it to do at the 
thought it would be nice to design 
Atari system fonts so that was added 
to it so that | could have Hebrew and 
Greek together in the system 

“The step was 24-pin 
downloadable fonts within the PD 
tch was written to 
allow people to access different 
downloaded fonts and the next stage 
was Fontkit Plus which added the 
ability to edit GDOS fonts at a time 
when GDOS was just appearing, 

“Easy Draw was one of the only 
programs to use GDOS but 
Calligrapher and Timeworks Publisher 
appeared in 1988 and it was lucky for 
that Fontkit came out at the 
ning of this period as a lot of 
in designing 


From there | 


next 


version. Fontsw 


begit 


people were interested 
their own GDOS fonts.” 


DEVELOPMENT 


It’s one thing to writ 


a usel 
but somet? 


1g else entirely 
it to the public and to sell 
nearly 4,000 copies! How did this 
happen? 

| sent a copy of Fontedit to the ST 
Club and Paul 
Fontkit as a name was 


Glover was very 
interested. 
originally used when Fontedit was 
other 


accompanied by various 


Sytiow | Fontkit Plus 


} 
| 
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programs such as Fontswitch and | 
thought ‘I'll call the complete 
package Fontkit' 

“Then it started to confuse people 
so | came up with the name Fontkit 
Plus and during the six months or so 
that it was PD, about a dozen people 
sent in their £5 registration fee! Paul 
Glover thought that it could be a 
commercial program at a reasonable 
price and sold it as such - we're 
currently up to Fontkit Plus 4.” 

Has it changed much over the 
years? “| added a facility for editing 
and importing other types of fonts. 
Signum fonts was an early addition 
followed by Macintosh and Calamus 
fonts, all converted to GDOS format. 
Programs to do this existed on the 
PC such as Typographica, published 
by GST, but there were no programs 
that | was aware of at the time which 
did this on the ST. 

“Other utilities have gone into 
Fontkit such as Font Expander which 
reads and writes compressed fonts. 
Digital Research developed an 
efficient compression technique, but 
this was never available on the ST as 
the version of GEM postdated that of 
the ST.” 

When did you first branch out 
from fonts? “Somewhere along the 
line between Fontkit Plus 1 and 4, 1 
became interested in programming 
for its own sake. /magecopy was the 
first major digression at the end of 
1991. That came out of my experi- 
ence of writing program manuals and 
finding that existing snapshot pro- 
grams seemed to be rather difficult to 
use,” 

But how did a relatively simple 
image capture and conversion pro- 
gram lead to Imagecopy 2? 
“Imagecopy 1 also allowed people to 
print pictures in mono on a range of 
printers”, replied Jeremy, “with the 
‘colour’ slot greyed out because | 
hadn't written it into the program 
yet! Imagecopy Colour came out at 
the end of 1992 with the ability to 
print in colour, 

"The main additions in Imagecopy 
2 are the variety of image formats 
(reads 15 types and writes six) and the 
ability to print scalable 256-colour or 
true colour images at better quality 
than Imagecopy Colour. It prints ta 
dot matrix, inkjets, laserjets... | would 


One Man & His ST 


WHICH COMPUTERS? 


An ancient 520 ST with an unbelievably clean keyboard, SM124 


mono monitor and an $F314 external floppy disk dri 
supplied in 1986 with the operating system o 


Initially 


disk, it currently 


sports 4 MB of RAM and TOS 1.04, the latter added after the pur 


chase of a 65 MB Third Coast Technology hard drive in 1989 


For software development 


Jeremy uses 
RAM, 210 MB hard drive and a PTM144 greyscale 
owns an HP Deskjet SSOC and an NEC 24-pin dot 


TT030 with 6 MB of 
tor, He also 
matrix but cur 


rently has a Citizen Swift 24€ colour 24-pin printer on loan from 


the ST Club, 


Trimfont 
lets you 
save disk 
Space by 


write 
Sowe Hist 
har set 
Format 
Reeve MB 


have thought over 95% of printers 
that people use.” 

Any other programs? “CFont was a 
spin-off from Fontkit and contains the 
Calamus-to-GEM conversion code 
which was repackaged by Compo 
with a That’s Write-style front end. | 
also did a version of Fontkit about 
two years ago that went into Atari's 
Introduction To Programming Utilities, 
The series included Calligrapher Light, 
WERCS and various other useful 
programs for around £25.” 

Software is developed on a TT - 
does this cause any problems? “1 
don’t think I've found any cases of 
programs that I've written running 
‘on the TT but not on the ST. I do test 
them on the ST as well but the 
problems tend to be the other way 
round, 

“Also, | don’t use a lot of system 
utilities such as screen accelerators 
because | like to know that a system 
crash is down to my program not 
somebody else’s. | use a program- 


pressing 
GDOS 


fonts. 


ming shell that is no longer support- 
ed called Craft as an alternative to the 
desktop because | find it faster to 
type than to use the mouse!” 


THE FUTURE 


Jeremy was reticent about future 
products but assured me that there 
will definitely be an Imagecopy 3. 
Also, his circumstances have now 
changed. 

“Up until October of last year | 
worked full-time for Oxford 
University, For some of that time | 
was teaching Biblical Hebrew at a 
time when there was no-one there on 
permanent basis. | now spend half 
of my time as a programmer working 
directly for the ST Club. Prior to that | 
simply wrote programs in my spare 
time which | sold to them.” 

Have you seen a Falcon yet? “Yes, 
and one of Imagecopy 2's features is 
that it supports all of the Falcon’s 
video modes for copying and display- 


More information concerning 


Fontkit Plus. 
related 


Imagecopy and 
programs can be 
obtained from the ST Club on 
0602 410241 


Jeremy went to St. 
John’s College, Oxford 
University, In 1974 and 
La read Classics (Greek 
and Latin) for two 
years at which point he 
PRB changed to Hebrew. 
Finals in 1979 were in 
Lu Hebrew and Akkadian, 
an ancient language 
Q used by Babylon and 
Assyria, 
He continued as a 
1». graduate researching 
in Hebrew and wrote a 
thesis on the chronolo- 
m=" gy of the Hebrew bible 
for his doctorate. This 
subsequently became a book 
entitled Secrets of the Times ~ 


ing but it doesn’t yet take advantage 
of MultiTOS or the DSP chip.” 

But what do you actually think of 
the machine? "I had one on loan for 
developing Imagecopy which | was 
using with an ST colour monitor. It’s 
a nice machine and I'd certainly like 
to get one of my own at some point. 
Compared with an ST it’s faster and 
the DSP chip has a lot of potential. 

“MultiTOS should also be very use- 
ful in the future when people make 
sure that their programs run 
properly under it. The graphics are 
just superb when compared to an 
ST. The ability to have 640 by 400 
pixels in true colour is useful 
compared to 320 by 200 pixels in 16 
colours on an ST.” 

And what of the future? “At the 
moment | hope to go on writing 
programs and teaching Hebrew. | 
enjoy combining two different areas 
‘of work as it gives variety and for the 
next couple of years that’s what | 
intend to do...” 
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BROSMOU 
Liat 


49 


2014/93 


ver’) COMPUTERS [iy ssi ie 


“yor 
cu 


THE FIRST 
COMPUTER CENTRE 


OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 


»9,30AM-7,30PM 
CLOSED BANK HOLIDAYS 
’ 
AUTHORISED DEALERS FOR 
ACORN, CITIZEN, 
COMMODORE, DIGITA, 
PACE,PRIMA, SEGA, ROMBO, 
STAR, SUPRA, 


FREE DELIVERY! 
HOW TO ORDER 


‘Order by telephone quoting your credit 
card number. Ifpaying by cheque please 
make payable to the: 

“FIRST COMPUTER CENTRE.” 

In any correspondence please quote a 
phone number & post code. Allow 5 
working days for cheque clearance 
eLow interest credit available! 
Please phone for details 
All prices include VAT & 
UK mainland Delivery 
All hardware/computers 
are genuine UK spec. 
Free Fast Standard 4to7 
day Delivery 
®Guaranteed 2 to 3 day 
(week days) Delivery..£2.50 
®@Guaranteed Next Day 
(week days) Delivery...£4.90 
®Open seven days a week 
@1100 sq. ft. showroom. 
Free large car park 
®@Overseas orders welcome 
Full repair service 
’ 


SALES & TECHNICAL 


24 HOUR MAIL ORDER 
SERVICE 6 LINES! 


0532 319444 
FAX: 0532 319191 
FOR DESPATCH & RETURNS 
ENQUIRES TEL. 0532637988 
SHOWROOM ADDRESS: 
DEPT. STR, UNIT 3, 
ARMLEY PARK COURT, 
OFF CECIL STREET, 
STANNINGLEY ROAD, 
LEEDS, LS12 2AE. 


+ 
Prices are subject to change 
without notice. E&OE. 


THE ATARI FALCON 


Canon @amaag 


OKI rites 
‘Senwerd. HEWLETT 
Mormation | @ | PACKARD StQIr 


* 
THE ATARI DISCOVERY PACK 
This pack now conven with: Sim City, Final Fight. 4 
Lives, First Word word processor, Neochrome. 


now only £229.99! 


We can also upgrade the © 


Atari STE Discovery pack: 


+ 
THE 1040 FAMILY 
CURRICULUM PACK 


With | Mog aa standard this pack must be une of the 

educational Inc. ST Word, ST Base, 

2, Music Malier 2, First Basic, Micro Maths, 
Fraction taney 


Hyperpaint 
ieee Mistress Sacer. Reading tner & 


now now only £1 £279.9 99 


NONATARI — 


COMPUTERS & CONSOLES 


COMMODORE 
Ebr 9. ‘ 
pack inc 3 games & DPaint3...£219.99 
Commodore A600...............£239.99 
Commodore A600 Wild Weird & 
Wicked pack inc Grand Prix, 
Putty, Pushover & DPaint3.£279.99 
Commodore A600HD Epic pack 
with 20 Mb HD 4 games, B Paint 3 
Dictionary......1 99 | 
pies mae A1200 60 Mb,.£564.99 
Commodore Al200 80 Mb...£589.99 
ACORN 
FULL RANGE OF ARCHIMEDES..<POA 
CONSOLES 
SEGA MEGADRIVE [6 bit...cnly £124.99 
lnc. Sonic the Hedgehog oc Otympic Gold 
ADI JUST £15.00 TO INCLUDE STREETS OF RAGE 
WITH MEGADRIVE! 
SEGA GAMEGEAR PLUS inc. Sonic The 
Hedgehog & Mains Adaptor.only 124.99 


FIRST EXTRAS PACK 


With the FIRST EXTRAS Pack you cart real wre you have 
‘very thing you need! when buying an Atari. Contalen: 


SMowettat only £29.99 


Ohigh quality Blank Disks 
Plus 3 extra games!! 


CALAMUS DTP | 
Calamus | sca 29.99 |. 


Calamus Outline Art..£87.99 
| TIMEWORKS/IST WORD 
| PLUS SPECIAL OFFER!! 


This excellent bundie comes with 
Timeworks 2 and First Word Pius 3.2 
£84.99 


only 
First Word Plus 0499 
neirestiena oo A 


All our printers come with ribbon/toner, | 


printer drivers (ifavaitable), paper & cables!! 
STAR Printers 
Star LC20..........00000+0£137.99 


180 cps draft, 45 cps NLQ, quiet node and multi 
fonts, push button operation. 


Star LC200 colour..£195.99 


9 pin colour, 8 fonts, 225 cps draft, 45 cps NLQ, At 
landscape printing. 


| Star LC24-20 MKI.... NEW!£229.99 


24 pin quality, 210 cps draft, 67 cps LQ, 39K beer 
expandible to 48K, 10 fonts and quiet mode. 


| Star LC24-200 mono...£219.99 


24 pin, 222 cps draft, 67 cps LQ, 10 fonts, Ad 
landscape.7k buffer expandable to 39K 


Star LC24-200 colour.£269.99 
Colour version with 30K buffer expandable to 62K 

Star XB24-200 colour....£379.99 
Profesional quality with On-site maintenance, very quiet. 
Star $J48 Bubble je 209.99 
Laser quality, ultra quiet, Epson compatible & portable 
Star $J48 Autosheet feeder..........£49.99 
CITIZEN Printers newlowrnces 


TREFIRST COMPUTER CENTRE (LEEDS) fel:0352 519444 


MONITORS 


All monitors come complete 
with a free Atari lead. 


WARNING: Before you purchase a monitor make sure 

ichasa full UK spec. You might be buying what you think 
| isa similar monitor at a lower price but iti likely to be 
"GREY" import & does not comply with British safety 
standards or covered by an official warranty 


PHILIPS CM8833 MK2 


Colour stereo monitor. 400°28S tine resolution, green 
screen Esilty. one years on ste niaintonance. 
now with Lotus Turbo Esprit 
only £224.99 
The ATARI 1435 
‘Seow tube & resolution as the CMHBS Mk I but 


reseyted, rebadged & colour coded to match your 
‘Acari. tec. built in vil & swivel stand. 


only £204.99 
The ATARI Hi-Res mono 


dead for une with the new Falcon computer, this 14’ 
tmearator nox however le with the STIST¢ 
ne, ult i BE H aerivel wean. 


only £119.99 
NEW! PRIMA Trust 
Hi-Res mono | 4" monitor 


3 r £134.99 
Citizen printers have a 2 year guarantee __ only 

Citizen Swift 90 Colour..£169.99| ‘Prima Colour SVGA 
Excettent value 9 pin colour. Highly recommended monitor 

Swift 240 Colour....€272.99 


24 pin, 240¢ps draft, 10 fonts, quiet mode, 240cps. 
Swift 200 Colour.£224.99 
‘Same out put as che 240 but with less facilities 
Automatic Sheet feeder....£79.99 
CANON Printers 
Canon BJj!0sx NE 249.99 


Laser quality output. Larg than the 
17.99 


ArH fn 
Canon BJj200 NEW'......£347.99 
| 3pageamin speed, 360 dp, mailootprint 60 page sheetleeder 
| Canon Bj300. ++-£409.99 
Desktop bubble jet with laser quality 
| Canon BJ330.......... £464.99 
Wide carriage version of the BJ300 
Bite Aucschestiscter..£52.99 
| HEWLETT PACKARD Printers 
| NEW! HP Deskjet Portable 
only £369.99 
HP500 mono.....now £329.99 
HP 500 Colour...now £419.99 


| HP 550 Colour...now £539.99 
4 times faster than the HPSO0C! 


High quality colour SYGA monitor. .28 dot pitch, For 
‘ase withs thee Faber: 


only £249.99 


| MICRODEAL PRODUCTS 


CONCERTO nd 29. 99 
PLAYBACK STEREO CARTRIDGE,£29.99 
wink 6.99 


QUARTET SEQUENCE! 
VIDEO MASTER SAMPLER....£49.99 


__ SUPRA MODEMS 


The Supra-Fax Modem 
V.32 bis (14400 baud ) 


Send & receive tax mesa fax sive. This new 
madem from Supra has full 14400 
includes V in, V.32.V 220i, V2 V2 INS 
5, V.A2, Wa2bis, Class t 
‘inches 


Group 3 
cable!! 


HPS500; . 
faim peomvemmentes pelea) only £259.99! ee 


FUJITSU PRINTERS 
12 month onsite included except 
DL-1150(12 month B T Base) 
Fujitsu DL-1 150 Colour. 
24 pin, 10 fonts, 200 CPS 
| Fujitsu Breeze 100, 
} ink jet, draft & LQ mode, 
| Fujitsu Breeze 200 ink 
Laser Printers on-sitewarranty standard 
| OKI 400e 


Fujitsu VM800 Laser-£679.99 


8 pages per minute, HP ernulation, multi font 


Cruiser Black... 
Cruiser Multi Colour oncom £8.99 
| Quick Shot Aviator fron h28.99 
Quick Shot Maverick 1.13.50 
| Quick Shot Python |.__. £9.50 
| Quick Shot Flight Grip 1__.___.£7.99 
Zip Stick Triple Fire—_.now £12.99 


Supra Fax Plus.only £1 39.99 
(up to 9600 BPS) 


Sere breceive fanea\(noeds FAX uw) Evan laser than 

he standard 2400 from ‘with auto dial & aut 

‘eceive. 9600 bps Mayes cons VE2. 42 Bis, MNP. 2-S 
auto: adjust. to wpreds. 
Includes free meen emege aren 


Supra 2400...only £79.99 


valun fart moda with 
tiigieetecemnn til via Bis. 


fax software 
only £39,991! 


Fax software is not included with Supra modems, 
‘Ail Supra Modems come with a 5 year warran 


PACE MODEMS 


MicroLink V22b FAX....,. £216.99 


MicroLink V32b FAX..... £449.99 
‘Sear warranty and FULLY BABT Approved !! 


THE COMPLETE 
COLOUR SOLUTION 


BY ROMBO 
‘As official dealers for Rombo, we are now able to 
offer this excellent package at a great price. The 
Complete Colour Solution comes with RGB 
‘Splicer, Vidi ST. Vidi Chrome and Power supply 


only £119.99 
VIDI-ST 
Danes digitizing. Inc Vidi chrome colourising. 
only £79.99 
RGB SPLITTER 


Enables you to Colour Digitizeina second. Replaces 
red green blue filter set. Can be used with all 
Rombo products 


only £54.99 


PRIMA Series 2 
HARD DRIVES 


As authorised dealers for PRIMA we 
can offer these high performance 
drives at truly realistic prices 


These drives are autobooting, high 
spec, fast access and VERY QUIET. 
The DC range come with a disk 


disk accessing time by 50% Standard 
warranty | year. 


only £329.99 


MEGAFILE 30 
30 Mb hard drive by Atari 


only £249.99 


Quantum 52Mb..£EPLIP 
Quantum 127Mb.....£254.99 


Vortex ATonce 386SX 
only £299.99 
PC Speed 8Mhz PC/KT 
only £95.99 
8Mhz AT SPEED 
only £149.99 
16Mhz AT SPEED 
only £224.99 
Fitting service available and 


full repair service on all 
Atari Product!! 


cache as standard that can reduce ( 


NEW! 
“SCANNERS $e SOFTWARE 


THE POWER SCANNER 
“This scanner comes withthe ites version sofware 

With Bright & sharp grey scale performance & 

exible scanned image daplay manipulation options 

Options include Clean up, embolden, resine Mp, 


only £94.99 
NAKSHA SCANNER 


New version of this farrvoun 400 DPI scanner. Inches 
the highly rated Touch Up software enabling yopu 


tw alter 3nd manipulate high resolution images 
Needs 1 Mb of RAM and runs in mano only. 


only £119.99 


| MICE &TRACKERBALLS 
NAKSHA MOUSE with operation 


‘Stealth mause mat, Nolder and 2 year warranty, 290 OPI 


£24.99 
GOLDEN IMAGE 
MEGA MOUSE 


‘Sari quality as the Nakyha mouse 


£12.99 
AXALEN OPTICAL MOUSE 


High qualicy 3 burton mouse with full optical 


£26.99 
ZydecTrackball 
£29.99 
Golden ImageTrackbal _ 
ee AB TIO oS 
DISK DRIVES 
Zydec 3.5" Drive 
baie Fo coed ‘rive, high quality low noise drive. 
only £52.99 
Cumana 3.5" Drive 


The mostfamousnameindiscdrives. Imegexternal | 
drive, high quality low noise drive.ine PSU 


only £79.99 


| ICD ACCELERATORS 
Selectablee 8/16 MHz ROM 
access Includes 
32k static RAM 


Ameen your old TOS and 2 


only £64.99 
inc TOS 2.06 ROM 


FRONTIER 
RAM EXPANSIONS 


Bt RAH Expansion now available 
for the full Atari ranges. POA 


The Deters range of RAM expansions by Frontier 
Gerth otiee STF matte ebeotavalabiensthe | 
‘Atari. Expamdabte 10.4 Mb by the use of 1*8/9 SIMMS | 

sedate, she $1 expansion ts Lies for the heer 

whe muy need mare RAM later 


STEM Deluxe SIMMS modules | 


4 Mb populated to 4 Mb....£164.99 
Frontier offer a seven day moncy back 
guarantee provided the product is still 
in as new condition. All Frontier | 


i], ae 
BID erences 123,99 | 


ES 


The Zy-Fi Stereo System 


‘This is a pomerta speaker oyster with bude in 
stereo amplifier, le will plug into an Atari STE, 


| Commodore Amiga or Acorn Archimedes. The 


speakers are optimised with reflex ported 
cabinets. Complete with its own power supply the 
Zy-Fi system can also be powered by batteries 


only £36.99 


THE POWER RIPPER 


CARTRIDGE 
The ultimate cartridge for the Arari ST. 
Essential tool for programmers and game 
players alike. gives you the Ability to rip into 
any Atari program on the market 


only £23.99 
RAM CHIPS 


1 MEG by 8/9 SIMM boards as used in the Atari 
STE and Frontier Deluxe expansion modules 


only £3 1.99 (permb) 
FORGET ME CLOCK 2 


lock that plugs into the 

ove: tockedes. = port 

and sre for setting time and date. All 

Frontier x products ‘carry a full 2 year 
guarantee 


only £17.99 
Atari ST 


Power Supplies 
only £39.99 


Atari Original 
Internal Drives.£54.99! 


Monitor Switcher Box (switches 
between mono & colour monitors, such 
asSM144&8833 MK2)......only £17.99 
Mouseljoystick switcher (put joystick 
and mouse into one port)..only £13.99 
Video Scart Switeh..vienn..0mly £19.99 
2 way Parallel port sharer box with 
cable... only £17.99 
Joystick and mouse double extension 


ST TOSCART CABLES... 
STD 1.8 METRE PRINTER LEAD...£4.99 
MODEM & NULL MODEM 


Allour 3.5" di 
| and are certified 100% error free 


High Density 3.5" disks now available in bulk 
and branded. phone for the prices. 


Sequencer One,, 
Sequencer One Ph 
Stereo Master... 


PROGRAMMING | 


GFA Basic Interpreter V3. 
GFA Basic Compiler V3 
STOS 3D... 
STOS Interpreto 
STOS Compiler. 

UTILITIES 


DIAMOND BACK 2 
The ultimate backup utility for the Atari 
by HiSoft . Essential for users of hard drives. 
Recently reviewed in ST Format (August) 
and awarded GOLD status (92%) 


only £34.99 


Spectrum 512 
Touch Up scan 
WORD PROCESSING & DTP 
CALLIGRAPHER DTP 
Probably the best word publisher on the 
market for the ST. Includes many features 
not found in more expensive DTP packages. 
‘The Gold version also comes with powerful 
text manipulation, formula editor and even 

agrammar checker. 

Calligrapher Pro, 
Calligrapher Gold. 

Protext 4.3 
Fast, flexible and reliable, this is the best 
sub £100 WYSIWYG word processor for 
the ST, Wide range of printer drivers, 
columns and box mode and spell check as 
you type. With mail merge, Help, English 
dictionary and lightning fast operation, 
Protextis the one! 
only £39.99 
PAGESTREAM 


VERSION 2.2 


Apowerful DTP package. Thisis the very latest 
version which includes 10) 

spell checker, comprehensive text 
manipulation and effects and much more. 


only £157.99 UK Spec. 
TIMEWORKS 2 
PUBLISHER 


The successor to the popular Timeworks ST 
thisnew version boasts over 40 new significant 
features. 


now only £54.99! 
First word Plus v3.2 
now only £34.99! 


Thats Write V.2 .... £109.99 
Write On word publisher. 44.99 
Protext Version 5.53 WIP.....€109.99 


The latest in 
Roland’s Sound 
Canvas range also 
happens to be the 
cheapest. Brushes 
at the ready, 

Vic Lennard 
considers the 
light ‘n shade... 


hen Roland launched the 
W original SC-55 Sound Canvas 

in 1991, the idea of "MIDI 
for the masses” was truly under 
way. Good quality sounds 
317 of them and 9 drum kits 
to boot - and support for the 
newly-developed General MIDI 
System made the SC-55 a winner. 

Roland’s continued support for 
this range has resulted in nearly a 
dozen products and the price for the 
latest offering is now down to under 
£300. 

So what do you get for such a pal. 
try sum (in terms of MIDI sound 
modules, that is)? A small plastic box 
with various sockets and couple of 
knobs! Seriously, the SC-7 has stereo 
outputs, a pair of inputs for mixing 
sound from a tape recorder, 
CD-player or the like, and a single 
knob on the front panel for Master 
Volume. Adhering to General MIDI, 
it can play 16 instruments at the 
same time up to its total polyphony 
of 28 voices. 

In terms of size, the SC-7 is smal 
measuring just 17 cm by 20 cm, It 
can even be positioned on its side 
courtesy of an extra pair of rn 
feet 


With such a small size, certain 
compromises have to be made in 
terms of the socket types — the stereo 
outputs are a pair of phonos while 
the two extra stereo inputs on the 
front and rear panels are both stereo 
3.5mm jack sockets as is the 
headphones output, There’s a lead 
included as standard to convert the 
phono outs to quarter inch jacks but 
there really should be a second lead 
to connect another sound module to 
one of the miniature inputs. The 
point of having two extra inputs is 
that the SC.7 


four into two mixer with the input 


Hectively offers you a 


on the rear also having a level 
control 

The 128 sounds are exactly what 
you'd expect trom a Sound Car 


clean, crisp, plenty of top end but a 
little thin. Only 128 sounds? Yes, but 
there’s a good selection; acoustic 
and electric pianos, organs, guitars 
basses, various string, brass and 
woodwind instruments, and a smat: 
tering of percussive 

Where General MIDI falls down is 
in the meagre numbe: 


nes. 


of drum 


PAINTIN 
NEW PICTURE 


sounds ~ only 47 including a couple 
of bass drums and a single 
acoustic snare, Roland have 
increased the basic number 
of percussive instruments 
to 60 and have also 
included Power 
Electronic, TR-808 and 
Brush kits along with an 
orchestral set. There’s also a nice 
selection of reverb, chorus and delay 
effects built-in. 

Editing is strictly limited on the 
SC-7. Special MIDI Control Change 
commands can be used to alter vari 
ous drum parameters such as pitch, 
envelope and pan. System Exclusive 
is used for the reverb/chorus parame- 
ters amongst others, but no editing is 
allowed of the basic 128 sounds. This 
seems a little odd and is certainly a 
shortcoming, Additionally, as there is 
only a MIDI In socket you can’t dump 
any edits you make to a sequencer. 
You can, of course, set up the 
information on a sequencer track but 
this Is certainly more awkward 


VERDICT 


Who would want an SC-7? Anyone 
Interested in a set of high quality 
sounds but with few editing options 


A pair of mint 
stereo sockets for 
headphones and 
the second input 

adorn the front 
panel along with 
the volume control. 


which probably means anyone who 
is interested in MIDI. Those of yc 
with a serious set-up can use it as an 
auxiliary sound module — how often 


have you wished for an extra string 
or brass part? Or for a good acoustic 
piano and excellent nylon-strung 
guitar? At £273 (and probably 
cheaper in the shops), you've 
probably paid more for your 
sequencing software! If you're just 
starting out and want good sounds 
from an easy-to-use sound module 
that you can easily place out of 
harm’s way, look no further than the 
SC-7. As it complies with General 
MIDI, you can instantly play back all 
of those lovely MIDI File songs that 
you've had your beadies on 
Thoroughly recommended. 


> A 
ps 


A second 
input on the 
rear sits 
icely with 
the patr of 
outputs and 
the MIDI In 
socket. 


PROS AND CONS 


Only 128 sounds 
Limited editing 


> 


‘Satisfies a hobbyist’: 
every needs and a 
most welcome addition 
to any serious set-up" 


NAME: ROLAND SC-7 


COMPANY: ROLAND (UK) LTD 
CONTACT: 0252 816181 
PRICE: £273 

MIN MEMORY: N/A 


EASE OF USE 
DOCUMENTATION 
EFFECTIVENESS 
VALUE FOR MONEY 


* 93" 


MAS 


Does a General 
MIDI module 
costing less than 
£200 sound too 
good to be true? 
Vic Lennard 
finds out... 


reative Labs are ui 
manufacturer 
The fact th 


products are de 
probably has something t 
this — the Sound Blaster card is one 


the most popular sound cards for 
that computer. Ho MIDI 
Blaster is a very d 
fish, having MIDI 
for connection to 
including the ST 
Typical of a General MIDI 
sound module, MIDI Blaste 
has a minimum of controls 


and sockets. The front ha 


power switch, m 


headp 


socket and 


has a pair ¢ 


packag 
sequencer and al 
link it to a PC 
al value of the 


which re 
perhaps, £150. T 
certainly looks a 


leads into the ph 
the internal board 
this is partly the result 


being manufacturec 

company as oppos 
What does it s¢ 

for the price. List 


basic 128 sounc 


brass and synth 


accordion is o 


this is an instrume 
to use very often, The dru 

also very usable. Unfortunatel 

of the more important sound: 
poor including the pianos, guit 
saxes and woodwind instrumer 
The distorted guitar is dire 


clunk' at the start of 


dirty great 


sound and a very 


Many sounds suff © at 
the start and unnaturally short 
envelopes, Notes played on the 
acoustic grand piano, for instance 
die away before you ar therr 


and the bass inst 
of any real b 
like the flu 


nd pic are 


lacking in top and so have 


LASTER! 


Apart from the power button, 
there's only a volume control 
and headphone socket at the 
front. 


arket that supports GM - well, 


of MIDI 
N cost 


Various other 
Blaster 
such as 
effects 
Given the o 


find 


aspects 
iso show up the | 


no reverb, chorus or other 
and no editing of sounds. 


ion, you'd be better off 


eventy 


4 pound: 
ut if your bu t 


h past the £200 mark, yo! 


MIDI Blaster 


- 


that buying a 


jones and a further 61 


GM doesn’t have 


abs 


VERDICT 


PROS AND CONS 


Average sound quality 
No effects or editing 


The back 
fe bac Flimsy manufacture 


isan 
equally 
simple 
affair with 
phono 
inputs/out 
puts and 


“MIDI Blaster's 
rather average sound 
reflects the 
budget price" 
NAME: MIDI BLASTER MB10 
COMPANY: WESTPOINT 

CREATIVE 

CONTACT: 0743 248590 
PRICE: £199 

MIN MEMORY: N/A 


three 
sockets for 

MIDH In 
Thru and 


power 


GM AND GS - THE DIFFERENCE 


EASE OF USE 
DOCUMENTATION 
EFFECTIVENESS 
VALUE FOR MONEY 


AID! message 


to Roland's GS 


OVERALL 


53 


wy a 
| 


...with MixIT, the easy-to-use mixer 
that even works with the Falcon... 


outputs a 


get into m T a e 
What's y er. MixiT has four m 

module r an-standard quar 
reviewed plenty of these ove jack 


year including a couple in t e. outputs for 


All yo MI or two amp 
awn fader or 

ads to go left, rig the unit is 

at you can hear entirely passive — no batteries to run 


out, The down side of this is th 


from MIDI F facilities are limited. 


Nov A couple of special leads are 
ncludes ct connectior 

use the sound input n use 

four stereo ja g, and to then link the 

rights) but only two inputs « Falcon to an amplifier. The number 

hi-fi amp. Time for a mixer, All of uses here are endless ~ for exam 

does is allow take a number of ple, you could connect a number of 


E WW 


MixIT — built to withstand 
rough handling. 


microphones, pan them right or left 
and record a performance, or mix a 


decks and create 


for money and v 


st a minority of you, at 


it’s nice to know 


jou're catered fo 


4 


MAOO® 


"Worth considering if 
you want to get the 
best out of the Faicon's 
sound capabilities” 


NAME: MIXIT FALCON 
(COMPANY: INTRINSIC TECHNOLOGY 
CONTACT: 081-761 0178 


PRICE: £49 
MIN MEMORY: N/A 


EASE OF USE 

DOCUMENTATION 

EFFECTIVENESS 

VALUE FOR MONEY o 


“81 


Music creation programs are 
common, but how about one that 
also produces random pictures... 


"Capable of hypnotic 
results although you 
may need to be hyp- 
notised to want to 
use it!" 


a da 


ed) ed) 5 


ion where all remaining graphical 


NAME: MUSIC MANDALA 
COMPANY: NEWTRONIC 
CONTACT: 081-691 1087 


nents are slowly blacked out and 


Without going erwritten in black ally fades ay 


rived, fractals c 


the music grad 


PRI 29 
MIN MEMORY: 0.5MB 


Sounds very basic? Well, r 
There are a 


into the m sic alters by one t really 


be utilised to cre 


music of note per bar and the process is most umber of parameters that 


interesting there’s the Finish d and each of t 


nd a few al 


hypnot | 


EASE OF USE °o 


have be n 
this techr sid anc 

be loosely gr ithin this genre varies the on-screen colours while the oo 
of program although it uses ct time signature affects the polygon °° 


algorithms for the creation of music number of sides and the coll’s cycles 
as OPF 
ated by fractal me 


black scre 


VALUE FOR MONEY oo 


16° 


256 mode, Those of you 


and graphii sed to ones cre dala uses a “dice 


tempo, time 
eact 
Clock so 


wtput MIDI 


there's 


id Up where the tting you sync a sequencer 


basic screen elements of circle, poly or drum machine with it, although 


gon and coil appear along w 
15 harmon 


ith up to goodness only knows why you woulc 


otes and eigl want to! 


Har 
If you think the picture's a bit ments ¢ 
off the wall, you should have eight 
heard the music! even Fal 


id pe 


PLAYBACK! 


TUBULAR BELLS 2 


NEWTRONIC ¢ £24.95 » 
081-691 1087 


IN BRIEF: When Mike Oldfield released the original version of Tubular Bells, 
it engendered one of two reactions in people; nirvana or sheer boredom! 
Bearing in mind that Richard Branson’s Virgin record label was launched off 
the back of the sales, it’s fair to say that there were a lot of listeners in the 
first category. 

With Tubular Bells 2 being released and played live at the Royal Albert 
Hall, various programmers have put it onto MIDI File including Martin 
Brannigan for Newtronic. Two disks with over 700 Kbytes comprising the 
entire 58 minutes or so of the album, each song in a separate folder con- 
taining an information text file. The programming includes set-up data for 
Roland's GS format and only 16 tracks have been used for each song so 
allowing files to be played back on a Roland Sound Brush — no mean feat 
when you consider that up to 23 instruments are used per song! 

Quality of programming is very high although there are one or two places 
where the switching from one instrument to another doesn’t take place. 
However, many songs include left and right versions of instruments for realism 
and some of the arrangements are quite incredible — like five parts of Bagpipes 
in Tattoo panned across in glorious stereo! Roland’s Sound Canvas handled 
playback perfectly, but notes kept cutting out on the MIDI Blaster, reviewed in 
this issue, confirming the lack of polyphony for this sound module. 


‘ST REVIEW COMMENT; "A good attempt at a very difficult project. 
Perhaps a little expensive, but if you're a Tubular Bells fan you're likely to. go 
out and buy it,” 


CLASSIC COLLECTION 


WORDS & MUSIC ° 
£10.95 PER DISK * 091-529 4788 


IN BRIEF: Don't think for a moment that all the MIDI Files on sale are for 
Pop songs ~ they're not! There is a growing demand for the classics, espe- 
cially from trained musicians who want to turn off a particular instrument 
and play it themselves. 

To this end, Words & Music have half a dozen song disks in their Classic 
Collection, each disk containing numerous pieces. For instance, Volume five 
houses 33 pieces including the likes of Debussy’s Arabesque 2, Handel's 
Water Music and various piano pieces from Grieg, Schumann and Beethoven. 

Other song file libraries sell classical pleces at, perhaps, £25 per file so 
why are Words and Music files so cheap? The pieces aren’t note 
although they sound pretty good to my ears, and a minimum of MIDI 
Control data has been used, Apart from sustain pedal and occasional modu- 
lation, the files generally consist of plain pote information with the excep- 
tion of volumes 4, 5 and 6 whicty have the relevant Program Change num- 
ber at the start of each track. At 11095 be sa eae tater 
complaint Perhaps we've all got used to having files supplied with embed- 
ded Roland GS data rather than doing a Ste of the work ourselves. 

Assmall explanation booklet comes with each disk giving the time signa- 
ture and any tempo changes along with a little background history - a nice 
touch. Words & Music even have a discount scheme where you can save up 
to £15 if you buy a total of ten disks... 


ST REVIEW COMMENT: "Definitely good value for money. If classical music 
is your bag then these are worth trying,” 


MIDI Song Files 


With MIDI Song Files available from so 
many different places, how do you decide 
which ones to buy? By reading MIDI 
Monthly’s regular review slot, Playback! 


MIDI SONG FILES 


BCK * £14.99 PER DISK « 
0708 448799 


IN BRIEF: Pop song compilations often 

appear to be a cop out - simply take a 

collection of the files that you can’t sell 

and slap them on a single disk! Not so 

here. Programmed by Heavenly Music, 

these files are every bit as good as the individual 

files that Heavenly usually sell themselves except that they've been 
given the commercial treatment; decent CD-style case, colour label 
and inlay card. 

Currently, there are six disks 
avaifable: Easy Listening, Beatles 
Hits, Motown, Soul, Sixties and Pop 
Party, each at Volume 1 to allow for 
expansion. Each disk contains ten 
songs and Heavenly have done 
their usual job of carefully embed- 
ding each track with Roland GS/GM 
set up data. It’s a definite connect- 
up-and-go job. 

{listened to the Motown volume 
and was totally blown away. 

Sir Duke, the Stevie Wonder song, 
has an incredible brass section 
while the drum track on Lionel 
Ritchie's Ail Night Long is totally 
convincing, How do they do it? 
Simple. Heavenly Music, namely 
Joe and Pauly Ortiz, are musicians 
and so can program on a MIDI 
File what they are used to producing on a record — quality music, 
To this end, the note timings have been corrected but not the velocity 
levels, giving a highly realistic result. 


‘The MIDI Song Files series from 
~high quality songs at a 
budget price 


ST REVIEW COMMENT: “The Rolls Royce of commercial song files, Don't 
take my word for it ~ do yourself a favour and buy a volume to hear how a 
song file should be programmed...” oooe°o 


Five of the best 
from Words & 
Music and 
Newtronic... 
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AMAZING PRICES 
FOR ATARI USERS 


‘GAME, EPRICE 

LHOT 2-HANDLE (COMP) 29S 

SD CONSTRUCTION KIT 2 shus 

SDPOOL 795 

4 WHEEL DRIVE (COMP) 2095 

ACTION MASTERS (COMP) ys 

ADVANCED DESTROYER Sib 798 

ADVANTAGE TENNIS. ings 

ADVENTURERS 19s 

AGONY 1795 

AIK SEA SUPRIMACY (COSI: Saas 

ALCATRAZ. 

ANCIENT ART OF WAM IN THE SKIES 

ANOTHER WORLD, 

AQUATIC GAMES: 

ARCHER MACLEANS BOOL 

AWARD WINNERS (COMI) 

HALL GAML 

RARHARIAN i (HUDOET) 

BARWARIAN Il (SY GNOSIS). 

BAT? 

WATTLE CHS 

BATTLE TOADS 

WATTLEMAWKS (42 

AITMAP BROTHERS. VOLUME) 

BITMAP BROTHERS - VOLUME 2 

HONANZA BROTHERS 

BOSTON BOMB CLUB 

BRAIN LASTER. 

BRIDES OF DRACULA 

BUNDLE HOBBLE 

BUBBLE DUZZY 

DUNNY BRICKS 

CAESAR 

CAMPAIGN. 

CAPTAIN DYNAMO 

CAPTIVE 

‘CARL LEWIS CHALLENGE 

CARRIER COMMAND. 

CARTOON COLLECTION 

CASTLES 

CHAMPIONSHIP MANAGER (IN) 

CHAMPIONSHIP MANAGER ‘9 (ME) 

(CHAOS ENGINE 

CHASE HOT 

(CHIPS CHALLENGE 

CHUCK YEAGER > 

CIVILIZATION (IMB) 

CUINTHE USA, 

COMBAT AIR PATROL. 

CONTINENTAL CIRCUS 

COOL CROC TWINS 

‘COOL WORLD. 

‘COUNT DUCKULA? 

CRAZY CABS 9 

CREATURES 

(CRUISE FOR A CORPSE 

CRYSTAL KINGDOM DIZZY. 

CRYSTALS OF ARBOREA 

‘CYBERCON INL 

Doay 

D.GENERATION (NB), 

DELUXE PAINT. 

DEMON BIUE 

DICK TRACY 

DIE HARD 2. 

DIZZY COLLECTION 

DIZZY PANIC 

DIZZY"S EXCELLENT ADVENTURES 

DOGOLERLG, 

DOUBLE DRAGON i 

DOUBLE DRAGON Ill 

DRAGON NINIA. 

DREADNOUGHTS. 

DREAM TEAM, 

DRILLER 

DUNE 

DUNGEON MASTEIUCHAOS STRIKES BACK 
2095 

DYNA BLASTER (/MB) 

HL 

ELVIRA” ARCADIE GAME 

HLVIRA tL 

RMLYN HUGH INT SOCCER 

ni 

ESPANA” THlk GANS 92 

VIS STRIKE KAGLE I 

WG COMBAT PILOT 

¥.10 STEALTIC NIGHT 

¥.29 HETALIATON, 

A PRUMMILIRE LEAGUE FOOTBALL 

FALCON 

FALCON - COUNTERSTRIKE DATA 
DISK. 

YALCON. FIREMIGNT DATA DISK 

FANTASTIC WORLDS (COMP 

FANTASY WORLD IZZY 

PASCINATION 

PINAL BLOW 

FINAL COMMAND 

FIRE AND ICE 


GAME 
FIRE FORCD 
PUGH OF TH INTRUDER 
VLIMBO’S QUUST 
FOOTNALL CRAZY (COA) 
FOOTBALL DIRECTOR 
FOOTRALL MANAGIR 3 
FORMULA | GRAND PRIX 
FUTURE WARS. 
GL0C 
GAUNTLET i 
GHOULS "S' GiiGSTS 
@O7OR GOLD, 
ONL 
‘COMED 
‘CONLIINS 2 
cons. 
GOLDEN AX 
‘GRAIMIE SOUNDS SOCCER MANAGER. 
GRAHAM GOOCH WORLD CLASS 
CRICKET (1S 
GRANAM TAYLOR'S SOCCTR UNA) 
GLY SPY 
WARLEQUIN 
WARRIDR ASSAULT 
MEAD OVER HHELS, 
NIMDALL 
HEROQUEST 
MEROQUEST TWIN PACK. 
ITCHIKERS GUIDE 70 Tite. GALAXY 
MOOK (iM 
HOT RUREER 
HOVERSPRINT 
MUCKLEBERRY HOUND 
HUDSON WAWK 
HUMANS. 
TAN BOTHAMS CRICKET ms 
Ks (NOT STH, 856 
INDIANA JONES & PATI ATL. (ACT) 1795 
INDIANA JONES & L CRUSADE (ACT) — 696 
INDIANA JONES & L. CRUSADE (ADV) —1298 
INTERNATIONAL RUGUY CHALLENGE. 17.95 
DXTERNATIONAL SOCCER CHALLENGE 7.95 
INTERNATIONAL SPORTS CHALLENGE 20.98 
INTERNATIONAL TRUCK RACING 66 
ISHAR- LEGEND OF THE FORTRESS 2098 
JAGUAR XI220 (IBS 
JAMES POND. 
TIM POWER 
JIMMY WHITE'S WIKRLWIND 
‘SNOOKER 
408 & MAC CAVEMAN NINA 
KICK OFF 172 Ml 
KID GLOVES U. 
NIGHTS OF THE SKY (168) 
EWIK SWAX. 
LAST NINIA TI 
CASTSIWA IL 
LEANDER, 
[LEEDS UNITED CHAMPIONS, 
LEMMINGS (ORIGINAL 
LEMMINGS 2 
LEMMINGS DOUBLE PACK 
LEMMINGS LEVELS (ADD-ON 
VERSION) 
LEMMINGS LEVELS (STAND ALONE) 
LEONARDO. 
LETIAL WEAPON. 
LIFE & DEATH. 
LOCOMOTION. 
LOMBARD RAC RALLY 
LOTUS ESPRIT TURBO CHALLENGE 
LOTUS Il. THE ULTIMATE 
CHALLENGE 
LURE OF THO: TEMPTWENS (1) 
MU-TANK PLATOON 
MAGIC ROCKETS 
MAGIC STORYBOOK. 
MAGIC WORLDS 
MAQICLAND DIZZY 
MANCHESTER UNITED 
MANCHESTER UNITED EUROPE 
MATCH OP THE DAY 
MAUPITH ISLAND, 
MAX (COMP) 
MCDONALD LAND, 
MEGA SPORTS, 
MEGA:LO-MANIA /FIKST SAMURAL 
METAL MUTANT. 
MICROPROSE GOL 
MIDNIONT RESISTANCE 
MIDWINTER 
MIDWINTER i 
MiG 24 SOVIET ROH TER 
MIG 29M SUPER FULCRUM 
MONTY PYTHON, 
MOONSTONE 
MOONWALKER 
MOTORHEAD, 
MUROEX 
MYTH, 


GAME 

NEW ZEALAND STORY 

[NIGEL MANSELL'S WORLD. 
‘CHAMPIONSHIP (TMH) 

NIGHTURIRD ACTION GAME 

NINIA COLLECTION 

NO SECOND PRIZE 

NODDYS PLAYTIME 

NORTH & SOUTH 

‘OMAK SHARIPS BRIDGE 

‘OPERATION STEALTIC 

OPERATION THUNDERBOLT 

‘OPERATION WOLF 

‘ORIENTAL DAMES 

‘OUTRUN EUROPA 

PACIFIC ISLANDS, 

PANG. 

ANZA KICK BOXING 

PARASOL STARS. 

PICTIONAKY 

PINBALL DREAMS. 

PINKALL MAGIC 

PIT AGHTER 

PLAN9 FROM OUTER SPACE 

PLATINUM (COMP). 

POPULOUS I (1 ME. 

OPULOUS PROMISED LANDS 

POSTMAN PAT. 

POWERMONGER 

POWERMONGER DATA DISK (WW 

PREDATOR { (NOT STE. 

PREWISTORIK 

PREMIER MANAGER, 

PRINCE GP PERSIA 

PRO TENNIS TOUR | 

PSYCHO'S SOCCER SELECTION. 

PUSILOVER 

PUTTY 

‘QUEST AND) GLORY (COMP) 

‘QUEST FOR ADVENTURE (COMP) 

RIVPEL 

BL BASERALL? 

RACE DRIVIN 

RAGNORAK. 

RAINBOW COLLECTION 

RAINBOW ISLANDS: 

RAMPART 

RAVING MAD. 

REACH FOR THE SKIES 

REALMS. 

RENEGADE 

RICK DANGEROUS f 

RICK DANGEROUS I 

RISKY WOODS. 

ROADBLASTERS 

ROBIN HOOD - LEGEND QUEST 


RUN THE GAUNTLET 
RVEHONDA 

SABRE TEAM (/MS) 

SCRAMBLE 

‘SECRET OF MONKEY ISLAND (IMB) 
SENSIBLE SOCCER 9245, 

‘SEYMOUR GOES TO HOLLYWOOD 
SHADOW OF THE BEAST I 
‘SHADOW SORCEROR. 
SHADOWLANDS. 

SHADOWORLDS (NA) 

‘SHOE PROPLE 

‘SHOGT "EM Ui? CONSTRUCTION Ki 
SAUTTLE 

SILENT SERVICE 01108) 

Sis CEYPOPULOUS, 

‘SIMEARTH, 

SUEEPWALKER 

SLIGHTLY MAGK 

SMASHTY 

SOCCER STARS (COMP) 

SPACE CRUSADE PLUS MISSION DISK. 
SPACHOUN 

SPORTS KEST 

ST DRAGON. 

STAR MLADE. 

STARGLIDER Uh 

SSTHEL EMPIRE (IMB 

STEO THE SLUG. 

STORM MASTER 

S108 XD. 

STRATBOY MASTERS 

STREET FIGHTER, 

STREET FIGHTER 2 (1B), 

STRIDER 

STRIDER 

STRIKE FLEET 

STRIKER 

STRIKER MANAGER 

SUPER ALL STARS. 


GAME 
SUPER MONACO GP. 
SUPER OFF ROAD. 

SUPER SEGA (COMI, 
SUPER SPACE INVADERS 
SUPERCARS I 


TEAM SUZUKI 
TENNIS CUP? 

TERMINATOR 1 

THE GREATEST (COMP) (ISR) 
THE MANAGER 

"THOMAS TRUE TANK ENGINE 
TITAN 

TOK! 

TOP BANANA. 

TOTAL RECALL 

TOYOTA CELICA 
TREASURE ISLAND DIZZY 
TRIVIAL PURSUIT. 
TURRICAN 

TURRICAN i 

TWILIGHT 2000. 

UNIVERSAL MONSTERS 
UNTOUCHABLES 

UTOPIA -TWIN PACK. 
VIDED KD 

‘VIRTUAL REALITY ( (COMP) 
‘VIRTUAL REALITY 2 (COMP) 
viz 

VOYAGER 

ROOM. 

WAR IN THE GULF (1M. 
WARRIORS OF RELEVNE 
WEEN -THE PROPHECY 
WILD WHEELS. 

WIZKID. 

WOLFCHILD. 

WORLD CLASS LEADERBOARD, 
‘WORLD CUP SOCCER 

WWF EUROPEAN RAMPAGE 


REASONING WITH TROLLS 
TIDY THE HOUSE 

ANSWER BACK JUNIOR QUIZ(6 1) 
ANSWER BACK SENIOR QUIZ (13-0) 
FRENCH MISTRESS. 

‘GERMAN MASTER 

STALIAN TUTOR. 

SPANISH TUTOR 

MICRO ENGLISH (GCSE), 
MICRO FRENCH (BEGINNERS-GCSE), 
MICRO MATHS (11-OCSE) 
PRIMARY MATHS COURSE ()-12) 
ALVINS PUZZLES. 

PAINT POT? 

SHOPPING BASKET 

‘WHDCD WHERE? WHAT? 
BETTER MATHS (12-1) 
BETTER SPELLING (ADULT) 
JUNIOR TYPIST (Sih 

(MAGIC MATHS (48 

MATHS MANIA 1612) 

THE THREE BEARS (3 
ADLENGLISHA 12). 

‘ADI ENGLISH (32-13) 

ADI ENOLISH 115 
‘ADLENOLISH (14 19) 

ADE FRENCH (11-12). 

ADU TRENCH (12:13). 

ADI FRENCH (13-1). 
‘ADIFRENCH (1418) 

ADI MATHS (14 

ADL MATHS (12:13) 
ADEMATIS 1818), 

ADL MATHS (14-13) 

PUN SCHOOL 2638), 

FUN SCHOOL 2 (OVER 

PUN SCHOOL 2 (UNDER 

PUN SCHOOL 38-7), 

FUN SCHOOL 3 (OVER Th 

FUN SCHOOL (UNDER 5) 

FUN SCHOOL 457), 

FON SCHOOL 47-11) 

FUN SCHOOL 4 (UNDER S'S) 


£2140 
v2.95 
£3638 
£41.70 
£49.40 
£60.95 
ETI 
£97.30 
116.0 
£154.50 
£184.65 
£364.30 
£728.50 


BOXES 


(with Keys & dividers) 
10 Slimpack. 
40 capacity 
50-capacity 
80 capacity 
80 capacity Bans 
100 capacity 
120 capacity 
0 capacity 
$0 Delune stable 


JOYSTICKS 


Pythos 1 (QS130F) £9.25 
Maverick | (QS128F) £13.75 
125+ £9.00 
The Bug £13.50 
Star Probe £13.50 
‘Competition Pro $008 = Back yon 28 
Speedking VF nO) 

igator AE wl 137S 
Topstar (SV 127). £21.50 
Supercharger (SV123), 89.00 
Megastar VF (SV 13) £22.00 


MISCELLANEOUS 


Zydec dink drive £57.98 
Mouse £1425 
Mouse Mat 

Mouse Howe 

Head Cleaner 

Dust Cover (Ata) 

Dust Cover (Monitor). 

Dust Cover (LC10), 

Dust Cover (L024), 

Trackball i £28.75 


BRANDED STAR RIBBONS 


PRINTER ‘STAR REF PRICE 
LC1O20100 Black.NX1000 £4.50 
LCIO20100 Colour... NXIOOOCL, £6.80 
1.0200 Black 2x9 £625 
1.6200 Colour, ZXL £120 
LC24 Series Black...224 630 
LC24-200VXB-2 

Series ColOurvennXQMCL £1275 


Richard Barton 
brings you an D ) | | 7 
exclusive preview | « 
of the latest RPG B ) q 
to cross the | _ | N 
Channel from — 
France... 


‘oo tme pel - 
nate | This bed's for looking und 
; not sleeping on! 


THE PLOT 


JINIDIS N3IWIS 


f you want 
game, take 
Ch t 


days 


duce 


adve 


This ts the last 
place you want to 
end up! 


Is the dungeon for prisoners or 
are there clues here? 


This looks more 
like a French 
village than a 
Yorkshire town! 
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Halt, friend or foe - can the skeleton help, or hinder? 


one evening, a stranger was seen 
entering. 


He walked heavily and his face was 


the type that you've seen before, but 


can ne s the 


quite place. He 
the hackles on dogs 
ped 
15. The villagers were 


type that r 
as he walks. Suddenly 
and lifted his 
terrified. Th 
locked themselves in their houses 
and bolted the shutters. 

That night it was particularly dark 
It was as 
to shine. A sharp 


ran from him and 


10 afraid 


id the inky blackness. 


The following morning, the b 
ndfather is discovered - 


and the book of spells is missing. 


of your gra 


BLACK SECT 


A lot has gone ir 


to making 8) 


as realistic and atmosphe 
possible. The script is fascinating and 


well thought out. As with a lot 


of French games, the graphic 


are superb, | even had to double 


check that the screen shots supplied 


with the preview material were from 
the ST! 


There are 34 locations to disc 


ver, 


17 inside and 17 outside. Most of the 


r help or hind 


yc a n highlights 
animatio 

Control is by keyboard or mou 
and is laid out simply, so you can 
concentrate on the adventu 


glass. 

As the clock and calendar change 
so do the graphics 
day and night and the 


allowing for 
seasons. Add 


to this varying reactions and the 


behaviour interactive charac 


playing game that promises tc 
keep you glued to your monitor, 
getting lost in the atmosphere of 
Black Sect. 


Clues can be found anywhere. Try reading 


THE AUTHORS 


Black Sect was written by Pierre Godey and Jean-Claude 
Lebon, both teachers and intrepid games players. Like 
most of us, they love to play adventure games and dis 
cover new plots, analyse new clues and get together to 
share their exploits, 

In May 1990, they decided to pool their experience 
and write a game for themselves. They produced La 
Secte Noir on the Amstrad CPC computer. This was well 
received by the public and Lankhor Software picked it 
up and arranged for its adaptation to the ST, PC and 
Amiga platforms. 

The English version of the game, Black Sect, is totally 
new. It takes advantage of the technical qualities of the 
more advanced media 


= THE GRAPHIC ARTIST 


| At just 20 years old, Serge Fiedos is already recognised 
i as a great artist in his field, He was studying at the 
Beaux Arts d’Orleans when he decided to interrupt 
his education to prove his talent and skills with 
Black Sect. 

Despite his youth, Serge shows a maturity and atten 


§ I) tion to detail in each picture. Using the 16-colour 
palette available on the Amiga and ST, he has man 
t aged to capture the sinister and mysterious atmos 
\y ==) phere of medieval Yorkshire during the reign of the 
Black Sect. 


THE SOFTWARE HOUSE 


Lankhor Software are based in the avenue du General de Gaule in the 
heart of Paris. Their first excursion into the world of role-playing 
games came in 1987 with Mortville Manor, a classic detective story. 

Following the release of this game, along came two Tilt D'Or 1987 
awards for the best sound and best adventure game. When it was 
ported to the PC, it won two more awards in 1989 for the best PC 
adventure game. 

The sequel to Mortville Manor, Mautepl island, won five awards for 
best adventure game and best production for Lankhor in 1990. 

UBI-Soft are the UK distributors for Lankhor. A lot of French products 
don't get the recognition they deserve due to preview material not 
being available. if Black Sect is as good as the publicity material, then 
maybe the software houses will recognise the need for the public to be 
informed of new products, rather than just letting them creep onto the 
shelves! 


A small green 
dragon's lost in a 
deep, dark cave. 
Stu Redman 
dashes to the 
rescue 


tiseems so recently that the 
Lemmings appeared in all their 


infuriatingly endear 


manic 


glory on our STs for the first time, 
setting a new and nearly impossibly 
high standard for puzzle games 
everywhere to follow. It is, in fact 
almost two years ago now, and since 
that time all manner of offerings have 
laid claim to the title King Puzzler, 
none of them — not even the 
Lemmings Tribes — capturing our 
hearts or torturing our minds in quite 
the same way. 

Almost every major software com- 
pany, plus literally dozens of PD and 
shareware outfits, have deluged the 


home computer market over the last 
couple of years with hundreds of 
puzzly affairs ranging from Lemmings, 
Tetris and Pacman clones to fictitious 
blobs suc 
surreal rabbits of Bunny Bricks fame 


as Tiny Skweeks, and the 


With such a massive array of 


advanced and powerful equipment 
to work with, it is strange that se 
many should conti th 

of the basic simplicit exer 
plified in so many ga 

genre 


One might vent 
drawn by this ve 
many cases once t 
engine is constructed it rema: 
a matter of calculating, a 
mapping, the levels, bef 
in the graphics and chara 

An over-simplification maybe 
in comparison with the likes 
Team, The Chaos Eng 


Among the 
options is 
the chance 
to rearrange 
the back- 
grounds. 


- 


Vo 


> 


One wonders why such a fear- 
some beast would worry about 
being lost and alone. 


good flight sim you care to nar 


puzzle games remain a relatively 


gramming 


straightforward pro 
pt. 


Whatever the reason, there 


cor 


appears to be no respite in the 
owded market, and now 


is the brain child of 
German develo 
from prolific team who last came to 
light some 18 months or so 


pse, a far 


with 


the release of the (somewhat 
rated and probably forgotten) shoot 


under 


em-up, Wings of 


We are asked to step back some 
180 


even the Amstrad was unknown and 


lion years, to a time when 


dinosaurs stalked the earth in their 


exit which when reached simply 


1s up and spews us into anc 


fage of this tricky game 


@ idea is very simple. Each 


mprises just one screen, filled to 
blocks. The dinosaur (wish | could 
call something else, but in a rebuke 


the current cutie-pie characters, 
the be 
and 


screen to the marked exit 


st remains nameless) appear 


nust be guided across the 


re the exit is reached 


lem wh 


e, a very rea 


needs to be overcome the 
rrefutable fact th 


way out. Some 


be traversed just once 


‘0 a moveab! 


sported upon it, but 


roblem in itself, a 


ly required befor 


rect 


oeuvres enable any progress to 


ayout demands that the 


»cks are capable of movement 


ndent of the flummoxed 


and indeed many of the valu: 
earranging 
f surreal backgrounds. 


mely mellow 


pop prevails 
yhout — several tunes are 


elected at 


r functions allow 


Find your way to the green gate 
by moving around on the 
blocks. It’s not as easy as it 
appears. 


STONE AGE 


for the toggling of certain 
elements in the levels, such as the 
melting blocks or the extra time 
bony and the whole colour and 
brightness of the game can be 
altered 

Were it not for these innovations 


of sorts, Stone Age may very well 


have looked like a good quality PD 


ne. As it is, the simple gameplay 
y to play, and the 
jevels provide a fair 


makes it ea 


tougher later 


challenge even for seasoned puzzle 
fans. But the repetition of level after 
mall mono-coloured blocks 


level of 


and the elegate Stor 


y-But-For-Die 


Hards-Only department 


- Xx 


PROS AND CONS 


Bland graphics 
Too repetitive 


> 


"Addictive for a time, 
but ultimately 
a chore" 


NAME: STONE AGE 
COMPANY: GRANDSLAM 
CONTACT: 081-680 7044 
PRICE: £25.99 


RELEASE DATE: JUNE 1993 


MIN MEMORY: 0.5MB 


GRAPHICS 

SOUND 
PLAYABILITY 
VALUE FOR MONEY 


“66° 


n 
ra) 
F*) 
m 
rm 
z 
77) 
(2) 
mi 
Zz 
mm 
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US Gold have launched a new range of 
mid-priced games called Kixx XL. To 
celebrate, Dave Jones offers you a 
review of the latest five, followed by a 
great competition to win them all... 


from US Gold. All of the 
are companies like 


good range at a good 
s to come out of the Kixx XL sta 
ter our {ree competi- 


a ae 


One of the many views available in M1 Tank Platoon 


M1 TANK PLATOON 
M1 TANK PLATOON * KIXX XL * HARD DISK 
sa Be | Ht 4 — INSTALLABLE * £14.99 

tinal ae mn wi 


| i : IN BRIEF: Microprose are probably the best company in the UK for well 
my t packaged, quality simulations. If you enjoy playing at Generals, then 
you'll like MI Tank Platoon. 

You command tour tanks, each with four men. As you can’t actually 
control 16 men all the time, the computer does it for you allowing you to. 
take over any position at any time for direct handling of difficult situa- 
tions. The Abrams M1A1 battle tanks can travel at up to 40 miles per 
hour. They are heavily armed as they are intended to go into battle first. 

Fight a complete campaign or just one bat the choice is yours, as 
are the conditions, Wage war during the day or night, in snow, mud, rain 
or clear weather. The possibilities are endiess. 


ST REVIEW COMMENT: “If you like war games, then M1 Tank Platoon 
is for you. Its 200-plus page manual is superbly detailed, so you should 
have no problems getting to grips with the game. Graphics and sound 
are good and gameplay is excellent.” 

ecco 


PIRATES 
PIRATES * KIXX XL * HARD DISK INSTALLABLE * £12.99 


IN BRIEF: This is a lovely strategy game with a difference You are an 
apprentice captain of a pirate ship in the time of high treason on the high 
seas. You can plunder towns and other ships oF you ¢an sneak into the 
town for a night raid. Once inside, you can trade with the merchants, vist 
the governor or even visit a tavern where, # you're lucky, you can buy 
information. 

The object is to become successful and make enough to retire from the 
life of crime that brings danger around every comer. Combat takes the 
form of sword fights with other captains and governors of towns and is 
reminiscent of the old Cinemaware games 

The graphics and sound effects are mot stunning, but they are adequate 
as this is really a cross between 3 game and a simulation. 


ST REVIEW COMMENT: If you fancy the ides of plundering, pillaging and 
raping (not so much of the raping), then this Is for you. It’s an original 
concept and plays well. Another game to get deeply involved in. 


Cheesy us. Enemy captain 


Fighting with the enemy will reward you 
with food, property and other valuables 


F-19 STEALTH FIGHTER 


F-19 STEALTH FIGHTER * KIX XL * £16.99 


IN BRIEF: 
Jesigned to help you familia 

Missions can start and end f 
Obviously, the latter is t 
lost aircraft and per 

As with all Microprose simula 8 SUF 
ly 200 pages. It covers every about 
has a nine-page index! There is a sectior 
want to know more about this amazing craft 


ST REVIEW COMMENT: 


fly to any degree of coms 


happy to crash a few time 


Welt, wy dear. Hope you're having fun! 

has the girl. 
Can you 
save her? 


MANIAC MANSION 


MANIAC MANSION * KIXX XL * HARD DISK 
INSTALLABLE * £12.99 (CLUE BOOK AVAILABLE £7.99) 


IN BRIEF; Maniac M 2 Lucasfilm production, but if it movie 
t would probably have en) made, It’s an adventure that really 
Joesn’t make the grade as anything other than an average PD game. The 
and the a w. Graphics and sound can only 

hat the mad scie as got the girl and her boyfriend 


ST REVIEW COMMENT puter game 


Simple 
graphics * 
and menu 
to select }. 
your moves. 
Not very 
inspiring. 


The 
Stealth 
fighter tn 
action 
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Competition 


VAJIAD TRA cen 
| / | | ir 3 =i ko an a 
( Vie, —, q = 
COMPLETE 
L ‘y \| 4 e i 
KANGE UF 


"4b 4 4 wT 
SN aVawWaN | 


SOFTWARE! 


Y=: just read about the five latest products available. Now 


you can win not only the five reviewed, but all 10 releases 
available for the ST. 


Our three winners will each receive: 


F-19 STEALTH FIGHTER Fly the latest top-secret fighter plane. 
PIRATES! Swashbuckling adventures on the high seas. 

MI TANK PLATOON Command four of the best tanks in the fleet, 
MANIAC MANSION Be the hero and save the girl 

OPERATION STEALTH Find the missing plane! 


ZAK McKRACKEN AND THE ALIEN MINDBENDERS 
Comedy adventures from LucasArts 


MIDWINTER Deep, compelling strategy from Microprose. 
FUTURE WARS Dash through time in this involving adventure. 
BATTLEHAWKS 1942 Re-live the Second World War 


INDIANA JONES AND THE LAST CRUSADE - THE GRAPHIC 
ADVENTURE Mowie-based fun from those Lucas p 
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ZON 


FATEMASTER = ysl 


BUY 


IN BRIEF: FateMaster is an eighties. 
commander T 


1-Fei who ent to the planet 


depose the Swokis and reste rightful Gallul 


all this!). Natural and t 
job to use the ol {a 
cause 
The action is flip 
described at the bott 
switches to attack mo 


onry. The game er 


samples are all that’s c 
warbling 


ST REVIEW COMMENT: 
game once you get into it. TI 
right f 


ind the presentation is also spot-c 


A Iv’s « Gattux’s nEan 


4g 


Take a trip back to eighties-style arcade adventures with 
Fatemaster. As simple as the graphics look, there's a 
great game lurking in there. 


How many roaches do you know that can take a .22 through the 
head without dying? I don't know - some games have no realism! 


DEAD OR ALIVE 


IN BRIEF: While 
most of the games 
world forges 
further and further 
into ‘game experi- 
ences’ and virtual 
reality, PD authors 
seem perfectly 
content to turn out 
text adventures 
that would look 
quite at home on a 
1980's 8-bit 
machine. Deod or MOM a) R=} GOBL EM 
Alive claims tobe The graphics end here - beyond this point it's 
different. It's still _ fext only. But don't worry - a strong plot and 
text only, butthe and a weird sense of humour await! 

author has used 

every single kilobyte of the double sided disk to cram in devious puzzles and 
atmospheric text. Well, we can only hope... 

The game starts with you laying dazed in the gutter and having faint 
recollections of a mysterious antique shop and a red gem. Yes, in common 
with all truly great adventures, you are only given the scenario - it's up to you 
to find out how to play the game. The difficulty level is quite high but things 
get far easier once you begin to appreciate the author's twisted sense of 
humour! Almost everything you come across in the game has a use and there 
are numerous nice touches, such as the fully functional one armed bandit in 
the chip shop. 


ST REVIEW COMMENT: “As 
text adventures go, Dead or 
Alive is a good one. At least 
there’s a touch of humour to 
take your mind off the lack of 
graphics. The grammar is also 
toa very high standard.” 


fou are standing on the vonit-encrusted pavenent outside Milton's Open-24- 
Chipporana. The road continues east and vest, and the door to the 
pporana lies open, Pungent swells waft from within, 


Din 


jou are inside Milton's Open-24-Hours Chipporana, The proprietor, Janes, 

tands behind the counter, his usual snug self. A sign on the wall gives, you 

ithe price of the food, and a battered one-armed bandit leans nonchal tantly 
inst another wall, 


Dread instruct ions 
H. Insert coin 2, Pull lever (You really need instructions?) 


insert coin 
The coin disappears into the slot. 


I Lever 

sunbols spin round excitinaly, before resting on Bar, Bar, Bar. Three 
ice Fun coins fly out of the machine, into (a waiting hands. 
Brinning Tike a maniac, you shove then into your wallet, 


Dead or Alive is an enjoyable game despite the lack of graphics 
and the use of puzzles is one of the best we've seen in the PD. 


CHAOS 


CALEDONIA PDL « DISK NO: GM-151 * £2.50 » 
MEMORY: 1MB * PUBLIC DOMAIN 


IN BRIEF: Chaos is a game of magic played by between two and eight play: 
ers, The Idea Is to be the last surviving wizard on the board by casting bigger 
and better spells than your opponents. The game ts played in rounds and 
each turn gives you the chance to slide your wizard and created creatures a 
set number of moves. 

Just to complicate things, spells aren't always successtul. The more power- 
ful the spell, the less chance you have of pulling it off and it’s nere that illu- 
sions come in handy. An illusion is always 100% successful and appears 
exactly as any other spell, the only difference Being that it is unable to 
attack. In this way, by creating a number of jlusions, your opponent can be 
cornered and forced to disappear in a puff of smoke. Ail in all it’s a bit too 
much like mythical chess without the thilis! 


ST REVIEW COMMENT: “it takes quite a while to learn how to play Chaos 
properly and when you do succeed you begin to wonder whether it was 
worth it, It’s an unusual concept and the sound samples are great, but it 
lacks any real depth.” 

eco 


Answer 
questions 
to increase 
your spins 
and build 
@ gargan. 
tuan score 
- or just 
nip down 
your local 
and get 
the same 
thrills for 
10p! 


The presentation is 
top notch - the new 
logo is particularly 
impressive - but 
unfortunately the 
game has Just been 
done too many 

s before. 


DROP DOWN WORDS 


MERLIN PD * DISK NO: SES.008 * £2.95 « 
MEMORY: 0.5MB * LICENCEWARE 


IN BRIEF: Drop Down Words is the | 
programs from Shoestring software. 16 
are in the process of learning to read a 
on the keyboard as they are jettisoned from a 
Rick Dangerous character jumps out of the won 
higher levels, the word Is visible only for a coup 
typed from memory. 

‘As always, the graphics are wonderfully colourful ary 
is superb. Even the interface is easy enough to be hand 
group ~ a simple point forgotten by far too many educat 
banks of words are included with the program and mo: 
through the built-in word editor, 

ST REVIEW COMMENT: “Shoestring are renowned for pr 
educational titles and Drop Down Words is no exception. 

| possess a huge amount of long lasting playability, but for £2.95 who's 
complaining?” 

9000 


chikiren who 


g to type words 
purful plane. Succeed and 2 


of seconds and must be 


he attention to detail 
d by the target age 
nal programs. Four 
an be ackted 


Public Domain: Games 


All sorts of 
nastles can 
be summoned 
to help you in 
your quest to 
win, but be 
warned ~ the 
bigger the 
spell the more 
chance tt has 


of failing. 


~ ARGIC BULI 


Chaos boasts a 
huge number of 
samples taken 
from top TV come- 
dy sertes’, but It’s 
not nearly enough 
fo lift it out of the 
“sounds far better 
that it plays” 
category. 


GALACTIC FRUIT BOWL 
MERLIN PD * DISK NO: MPD.1270 * 99 « 
MEMORY: 0.5MB * SHAREWARE 


IN BRIEF: Take a standard 
tic title and yo 


andit simulator, add a few questions, 


uit Bow in yet another 


of your time in front of your ST, DCS 


re version of everybody's favourite 


tation is very 


poiishe metal sound ef ipping from ev 
screen. The game u 
ing to accept piles of 10p's 
answering questions. C 


ments are less than logical, although you do get used to them eventually 


nal credits system, although your ST 
ve tried!) so extra spins are earned by 
id the assign- 


is unwi 


ely via the keyboard 


rol is comple 


ST REVIEW COMMENT: “Galactic Fruit Bow! is very well presented, but does 
the ST really need another fruit machine simulator? Is it just me, or is the 
whole idea pretty pointless without the cash incentive anyway?” 


9000 


Four banks of 
words are 
included with 
Drop Down 
Words as stan- 
dard. 


It’s all great fun for 
the first few games, 
but will it have any 
long term interest? 
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WE'RE STILL CRAZY here at WARPZON 


If you want Value for Maney P.D. at good prices then take a look at what we have to offer can you afford not to? 
More P.D. for your money!! At least 500k on a Double sided disk, at least 250k on a single sided disk, often mor 
Check out our Popular, Definitiye titles, Practical Deals, Perfect Disks and Purple Ducks!!! 


INKMUN 


’ PDL with more Mad 


FREE 


10 capacity clear Library Case Crackant D 


ST Write Elite (Good Word Pro) 
No.l in STR's PD Top Tien! This prog will 


This is still one ofthe very best WP's around 


with order of 10 normal price PD disks 


OR 
only 70p with any order 


——aup— 


CENA? ST-Tout 
GENS Your 2od ST Manual 


Spectally fr beginners) 5 
(AMUST) 

‘All the litle things (and some not so lite) that 

‘ut fiends at ATARE should have told you but 

ide This the manual bat should have been 

‘applied with your computer (ities in our 

tumbie opinicon! 

Adventure Wrter/Skymup + 4 more 

‘Archive Suite (back-up it less space) 

2X8} Broulator + ots of programs 

Boek to those hakyem days of the ZX-81 

Epolote Gf you mitt this forge um 

Formnfinder 2.4 (find a winner) 

TE yw like fhtter on the horses then maybe 

this program can help to miak it profitable! 

‘This is a Working Demo. Full version available 

Aamsorted samples (SPL Format) 1) 

Fitsbaoe DB=7 more goud programs 0 

E Plan (Electronic Circuit Designer) s 

Joke Database (Laogh with us!) °D’ 

‘Quartet Surmples 1 

Bile File Engeiry 

With this wnasual Database vow 

‘of all your favourite Films, Actors, Directors 

s&, Lits fo classic films inc 

Duoile (TVTitled Asst. Chef/Paary) 

Great value om this one: A Vide Titles and 

‘exionuve Recipeimtrction Database + a bevy 

of alchafralic cockrals 

Sozobob'C (language) 

Spectrum Emolaoe (with programs) °S 

fewrbice oer ST mo that long ong ago ett, the 

2X SPECTRUM complete with working pees 


CYBERSTUDIO 
SPECIAL FEATURE 


DEM-04 Cyberdemo J 
DEM-05 Cyberdemo 2 
DEM-06 Cyberdemo 3 
DEM-12  Cyberdemo 4 


20 Mini-Movies/animations that 
demonstrate what can be achieved 
with Cyber Series given away on 
ST REVIEW's Cover Disks! 

D/S 4 DISK SET only £5.00 


—“ql-——_ 


DEM-102 Doctot Who Demo 
DEM-88 Light Speed Dero 
DEM) DelinovsDemo (2 DISK SET 275) 
Wings of Death Music Demo 
KLE Demo (House hit + dancers) 
Star Wars Rap 
Spianing Dolls + Shiny Bubdes 
This ce kes a while to Toad but the end 
‘Fosalt is more than worth the wait 
Things NotioDy —- (EXCELLED 
Very Humorous, aniaated account of ihings 
nol to do and the result if you dot 
Fish Chips (GET THIS ONE) 
Loads of eacellent demos with some very 


written and released into the Public Domnaio by 


INKJET SUPPLIES 


BUS-21 
BUS-I6 


ATARI themiclves. This verti a emt 

EL Tent (Working DTP demo} 
Working demo of excelent DTP programa 
(ull Version Available) see nd for 2 Soft 
Opus {Professional Spreadsheet) 17 
Bes Sheet ovalable withowt a morgage! 
Deskjet Drivers oadoadriess) 

IE youve got a Deskjet Printer and ase in need 
‘of divers, specific or genera then this isthe 
isk you looking for 

Fasthie Excelleat Fest Datzhoe) 
Calarms Fone 28 extra fects) 
rinting Press (Cards, Dv labels, Posters, 
Banners, Mailing Labels und much more) 

P. Press Suppor (Extra graphics) 
Make the tost of your aime pin rit wth the 
help of BUS-17 & 19, print Greetings & 
Buses card, Flyers, Poe, all types of 
labels and onuct, much more 

Add. took’Cand ST/Dibase 9S others 


‘The best quality refill inks and 
supplies for your INKJET printer 


Deskjet or Bubblejet 

TWIN REFILL PACK 
Black, Cyan, Magenta, Yellow, 
Burgundy, Brown, Dark Blue, Gold, 
Dark Red £11.99 


Colour from Mono Printers!! 


Deskjet Full Colour Kit 
inc. 4 inks B,C, M & ¥ +3 empty 
HP cartridges. cleaning solution and 


BJ Full Colour Kit 
inc, 4 inks B, C, M& Y and cleaning 
solution + Atari Colour Separation 


GRA24 Paindux 
GRA20 


GRA-IT PAD 


GRAZ 
GRA-10 


BUS-27 
BUS-28 
BUS. 


ALICE... Excellent Text ffir - 

Poblihung Pater Forty» oe 
EZ-LabeCankfil/Maikmerge + § more 

hace excellent main programs: Labeller, Crd 
File & a Mail Merge prog + Calendar Mouse 
Accelerator, Disk Labelier and $ other 


Professional Software 
at a Budget Price 


IMPRINT 


View, Conver & Process images, Print to mast 9 
pin of 25 pin, Mono of Colour printers 
Comes complete with picture grabbing utility 


repeissa —ourpRice £13.99 
+ 
E-2 TEXT + 


The perfect introduction to Desktop Publishing 
A good starting point for beginnens, giving 
‘professional results. requires Mono for 300 DP. 


rapeig99 our pice £17.99 
+> 


Introducing 


ATARI ST Machine Code 


bepnect.ovne rice pga 
RRP £19.99 


features, high gua, ward winning ~ (ST USER’, 
Awad), DTP program, Compatible with 99% 
Laer a Inkje. Uses GDOS & standard 

S foots. Requires a minimum of 1 Mbyte of memory 


BJ/DJ Budget Colour Kit 
C.M& Y inks and cleaning solution 


+ Colour Separation s/w 


£25.99 


Colour Separation S/W 
Deskjet or Bubblejet .99 


NEW @ NEW @ NEW @ NEW 


EW @ NEW 


a O®=—< CLIP ART Pack 
Z0G SK @ This Packis so new that the 
files ae not even in the main library yet!" 


As usual 7 full D/S disks 


only £8.99 


——al—— 


MIDI-20 


MIDI-I9 
MIDI-!7 


MIDEI2 
MIDI-14 
MIDI-OL 


MIDIO3 
MIDI-Ot 


SYSEX Kit 
System Bachsive Kit 
(YAMAHA) Sys-Ex then tas xct i for 
sks chock fll of MIDI & SYSTEM 
EXCLUSIVE progs, ilies, sccewsri 
Alchemue Jar (good sequeraer" 
Recording Studio Ui 

Keep tack of your tracks with these 
exceptionally goed State Lister 
Henry Cosh Sequencer 

Name That Tune {111s ies 
PSS special (just for PSS k’boands 

If you own of YAMAHA 's PSS series 
Aeyboands YOU NEED THIS DISK 
‘Create an album from 43 SNG fies 
42.SNG files with CZ101 player 


(2 DISK SET £275 


MIDIS 1008. Each disk has 40 SNG 


MIDI-10 
MIDI-II 
MIDIS 
MIDI-I6 
MIDI-IS 
MIDI-21 


MIDI-22 
MIDLOO 


CZ.& DX exits & lteariass 
Picture show with 10 
Name That Tune + | 
Ssuod Shier. Yama PSS eior 
DX & FBO! cditor & librarian 
& EZ Track demo's 
ov of there two grea 
cores MIDI packages 
Super Conductor sequeacer + ils 
32 Track Sequencer + utils 


———a ——_ 


provers your pics in ways you will not 
telieve: Curve, Twist, Wave, Tube, Palette 
edit, Dither, Animation and far more. Uses 
Degas, Neo & Tay format 
{full feature painvart prog) ‘D’ 
Koamic (needs | Meg) 'D’ 
Create fantastic, colourful psychedelic 
patlerms on your ST & save to disk 
(Mono Art program) ‘D’ 
‘Nbsoluiely the best Mono art package we've 
seen fo date, many commercial features and 
the ability to bold many screens in memory 
(1 Meg min) 
Mono Pictures (43 high-tes pics) D 
Colourburst H (+S other programs) 'S' 
A very good litle ArVPaint prog also on the 
disk: MAC to Degas converter Fine Line: art 
prog using Berier/Spline 
ALM. (Atari Image Processor D 
Exactly what it says, if you can create an 
image on your Atari then you can process, 
add or ltr it with ALM. 
AnbST s 
Excellent Art & Animation package that 
staned life as a commercial art program 
costing £89,95!! 
Kid Publisher & Master Doodle 
ADITP package + An/Part program both 
zgoeu! arting points forthe kids 
Coloarspace 
This ts aouther program that ssarted life as a 
percial package now released as 
Shareware by Jeff Minter. Create your own 
callous & fight show, Tura up the music, sit 
tack and be smuzed 
Sprite Works D 
ng peared towards creation of Sprites 
Your own programs 
Hives An D 
& pictures for Mono users 
0 (needs | Meg!) 1 
vets your pics between various formats, 
and all screen resolutions 
Play - iT 
Corrine picture and sound into a story 
Doourt with special scripting commands 


vx ~=C-FONT 


An extremely clever little program 
that will convert Calamus outline 
Fonts into Bit Mapped Fonts for use 
with Timeworks, Easy Draw or any 
GDOS based package. 

OUR PRICE £7,99 


D 


uw 
The innovative new Comms prog that 
received 88% in STR March (see the rave 
review), Suitable for novice or seasoned 
user alike, This package is bout to take 
the Comms scene by storm 


OUR PRICE £34.99 


TRAX-27 Empire Noise Tracker 15 


+3 modules & utilities 


repeso99 ——ourprice £34,99 


fully inclusive of post and packing 


COM-2 Galactic Empire... Get on-line game 
You'll need two ST's & nall modem cable S TRAX-+3 Digi-Composer (STE Tracker) 
COM-I3. Vanterm 4,0 (best PD comms prog) 5 with 4 modules 
Sill the best PD TERM program!! TRAX-47 Moga Tracker (4 nhrackers) 
COM-O4 Uniterm (Excellent terminal prog) Suit STor STE + 6 modules 
COM-07 Freeze Dried Terminal 48 STOS Tracker (for STOS users) 
COM-08 View DVL files when off-line + 4 TRAX? MUG AMIG3 
COM-05 D-Term with Z-modem module S outstanding Amiga converted mods 
COM-06 Mo-Term Elite {for buffs) TRAX-45 Raye On (10/miods in Rave syle) 


funny interludes berween them 
Furopoun Demo's (2 DISK SET £2.75) 
Skid Row (2DISK SEV £2.75) 

iS Punish Your Machine(? DISK SET £2.75) 

‘Countess deros onal of the abore two 
dk ses, Can any ONE use really handle 
all these amazing demos aod stay cane’? Thus is another one of those Amiga demos 

DEM:7S Dark Side of the Spoon converted ver tothe ST and it does the job 

DEMS? Wasted Years 

DEM.70 Lifes» Bitch 0 

DEMS Gateway 10 Hesland 

DEM-8 Sommoning the Spawn v 

DEM-100 The Run (animation ftom: Richter) 1 
This cme isso much beter tha the eriginal 
AMIGA version 

DENS. Amt Mochixe 
‘Sit back amd enjoy th 


Being STE + Mini-Movie 
Slime Balls + An Cool Demo's 

The Tobias Richter Art Show 

Thin famous AMIGA artist comes to your ST 
With a fabulous STEREO soundtrack (enon 
oaSTEMs) (2 DISK SET 2.75) 


53 Ropew: 
St. Judes. Bristol 


BS2.9EG EES 
Telephone/Fax: 0272 553758 


53 Ropewalk, River St. 


EEN St. Judes, Bristol 


BS29EG /eEE\ 


Telephone/Fax: 0272 553758 


GAMES 


VIOLENCE (brill shoog-em 
No, 4in December's STR PD Game TOP 10 
Bubbles McGee/Viking + 6 more y 
Clowns & Missile (8-bit clo s 
AstroDodge/Subbunt + 10 more 3 
Question of SnookesiF D 
X-word/Bugs/Wamior + 2 more D 
KlaxtrivEntombed/Mr Dice + 2 D 
Caves of RigeVFrogey/Har D 
Die Alien Blob s 
Battleships (with 9 D 
Dungeonz/Gravity/Maze +3 more 
Armour/Haunted/Quizica D 
Bermuda RacesGeoquiz D 
Battle forthe Thyone/Video Vegas ‘DY 
M-68 10 70. Adventure Solutions... Solutions to 
wel over 100 adventures on 3 disks for £3.00 
Lazerchess/Time Bandit +7 more 
Chess Nut + over 90 game cheats D 
242 mo D 
STAC, Adventure Writer Demo D 
Teiris/Drachen +4 (MONO games) 'D 
Mutant Carmel/Liamatron (1 meg) D 
‘Odeuss & Sir Ramie Hobbs (adv) D 
Mars Maze 
Lazerbas W/Lazer Racer + 3 more D 
jo-Up/NovalTarget s 
AM-30, Mix & Match + Plmb Crary $ 


GO FOR GOLD 


|| Join WARPZONE GOLD CLUB now! 

J and get FREE sware each quarter + 20% off 
DIS disks, 10% off S/S disks, 10% off RRP 
‘of commercial software/hardware, Free Disk 
& other gifts on joining. 


All this for only £10.00 per annum 


GAM-101 Droid, lnseco & Miss Munchie 
All arcade clones 

'GAM-102 Fokker, Mezapede & Match-ap 
3 commercial quality games 


Bomb Jack, Mad Mole, Lazer Racer+2. ‘D’ 


MONO 3 D 
Tetris, Poker, Push, DRACHEN, Cipher & 
Daleks all for Mono Monitors 


%* STAR OFFER * 


‘Our Extremely popular GAMES PACK +a 
quality, microswitched Joystick, 


‘Our varied, value for mon 
PACK + quality high resc 
contoured mouse 


vx PRINTING PRESS <x 
Print Labels, Cards, Flyers etc 
PRINTING PRESS SUPPORT 


Extra artwork, icons & borders 


Both Programs only £2.50 


CLIP ART 


Clip Art Vol. 1 
Cartoons, Cars, Animals, Astrology, 
Computer, Disney, Flags & much more 

Clip An Vol. 6 v 
Borders, Frames, Titles & decorations 

Clip An Vol,7 (Wiz & Garfield) D 
Clip An Vol. & 

Geriatrics Guide to Sex, very funny extract 
from book in clipart format 

Clip Art Vol, 2 (Scrolls & Banners) 


OW EVEDYONE CAN WEAD THEID IDEAS 
Design - Print - Iron - Wear 


Print 'n' Wear 
Textile Transfer Papers 


Design your masterpiece, using any art package 
on any computer then print out your design with 
any:- 

Dot Matrix or Inkjet Printer either in Mono or 
Colour and iron on to any fabric!! all thats left to 
do is to wear your very own creation! 


only £8.99 per pack 
SSSSSSSSSOSSSS 


AUTHORS 
of PD., Shareware & Licenceware 


Here at Warpzone PDL we're always looking for new 
and innovative titles for inclusion in our library, if you 
have written something you felis of good standard 
(hen please call us, we will be happy 


0 Feopy 3Disktool + 10 others D 

inc, File Packer, File Reader, Quikmouse 
Desktop Music, 2 Demos, Battlezone Game, 
‘Nasa Game, Desktop Cala & more 

MXB-14 Geography/Typewnter + 10 more 

MXB-12 Grammar check/Loan cake +10 

MXB-10 Diskmech/ST Init +11 others 

MXB-21 Quatk... 30 Sci-Fi stories on disk 

MXB-I8. Professional Astrology 
Atruly professional Astrology prog with 
serious support and upgrade - ad on 
moodules, available from its very helpful 
aster 
1Sass nc. Goodies Foatix 


cole Goxier Format prog HDL 


A 
Tr 

and much m 
OVER 
170+ qual 


Minidraft 2 (+ST CAD + 1 mare) D 
Mega Utility (31 asstd uiltes) ‘Dr 
HD utilsRamdisk and 12 others D 
Archive Suite (compression progs) 
Sticker IT (best disk labeller) 1 
UTIL-22 10 progs fr printer owners 
UTIL-05 7 suites of various label progs 
UTIL-30 Address book/V killPacker + 12 
MINT (unix type system) 
Superboot 7.2 +7 others D 
UTIL-04 Disk catloger & Labeler + ! more 
UTIL-06  Formatter/Ramdisk + {2 more 
UTIL-10. Gemini, alternative, Desktop. 
UTIL-A1  18-asstd desk accessories 
UTIL-16 17 asstd desk accessories 
UTIL Disk Doobler/Dual Format +12 
UTIL-27  Sagrotan (Virus Killer, very good) 
UTIL-38 Vanit (best HD back-up) + § more 
UTIL-02 System 2 (replacement op. sys) 
UTIL-39 Various Archivers & Packers 
UTIL-40 ST.CAD II (excellent CAD prog) 
UTIL-AI SpreadsheedSector edit +4 more 


BATH BULLETIN BOARD 
The Leading'ST BBS IN THE UK 


4s proud tobe associated with WARPZONE PDL. 
1000n of 'ST files wo download, 
NO timits to subscribers 
Call: 0225 840060 To check out the UKs only 
MULTILINE Bulletin Board For the ST. 
(at Roos E-Mail, Message Base, Downloads 


Joint Subscription to Bath BBS & Warpzone Gold Club 
JUST...£15.00 


BATH BBS, P.0. BOX 1588, BATH BAI 311 


Megarave (extra long Rave track). «=D 

Energy for Yoa (5 Dance tracks) D 

Hardcore Dancefloor (NOT STE) 

HiFidelity Dreams D 

Asteviewed in March STR, you have just 

otto bear this! Beter on an E Amiga eat 

Your heart out!!! 

MUS-221027 Peeks & Pokes | 10.6 D 
All these tracks are of the same quality as 
Hi-Fidelity Dreams (MUS-21) 

MUS-30 Musical Wonder Demo D 
88 pieces of music some orginal some 
Digital racks & some Sound Chip tunes 


P.D. STARTER PACK 


10 Double Sided Disks of Your 
Choice in a clear plastic library case. An 
offer that is definitely not to be missed! 


> £11.99 =D 


Fully inclusive of post & packing 
excludes all free offers * 


MUS-28 
MUS-21 


Bealy Shop, Kid publisher/Story 
Spelling Easy + Alphabet 
Moser Time (Analogue d Digi 
Paytne (6 actrees for very youty: 
Searganer (ucrcooeny- } peograes) 
ip (eas Highway Cote-Demo! 
acry the Full range of 
Software 


REE OFFER 


@ PD software order for more than £7.50 will entitle you to 
fice of one or more of the disks in the box.on the far right FREE! —_ More than £35.0W: take all four disks! 


More than £7.50; choose amy 


More than £1540: choose soe 2 aks 
dl ‘More than £25.00: choose any 3 disks eal 


1 disk 1) THREE UP - 


2) PAINTPOT - E 


EXTRA VALUE PACKS 
7 Double Sided Disks full of 
programs, in a clear library case 


only £8.99 per pack 
MIDI Pack 


LEMIDI is your thing, then this pac is for you 
‘Over 60 files ine. Sequencers, MIDI Uitities, MIDI 
format se files, Librarians, Patch editors & more 


GAMES Pack 


47 widely varied games, from the really 
easy tothe frustratingly hand, you'e sure to find 
something to test your mete inthis collection, 


EDUCATION Pack 


LR Frome schoo hapetlor engin gt 
(failing aes (ighvay Cte) you wl ind 
) the learning ads inthis colton many and varied 


~ae*147 MUSIC Pack 


This pack wil have you and your ST making music 
in no time, Sequencers, Noise Trackers and Modules 
Musical Trivia + songs jst for listening to. 


ART Pack 


iyo ave nays ited nal  maseiee 
aod ll at was aking was th tooth ook 20 
furs... Ar pros ad ps galore in this pack! 


ADVENTURE Pack 


Lose yourself in the reaim of myth, magic 
Zap und mystery with the many and varie txt & 
‘graphic adventures inthis pack. 


BUSINESS Pack 
Need Spreadsheet? ora Database? or 

(ay Babe Wort Poesia 
you will find all tee and mach more 


SOUND Pack 


‘Musics forth pre pleasure fit. Tat what 
this pack isl about, you wil espe bow 
good your ST sods. 40 racks fed your ears, 


UTILITY Pack 


Here are no less than 50 utilities for 
countless weird and wonderful uses. 
Best used with your ATARI STI. 


ing ee 


‘over 60 Demos, many doing just what 
the ATARI isnot supposed to be able to do! 


TAKE any TWO packs 


For Only 


£14.99 


4 Twinpack offer excludes library cases 


PRICES 
£1.50 per D/S disk 
£1.00 per S/S disk 


Catalogue + 700k of software,..£1.00 


Unless stated, all prices inc, p&p. 
Only one Free Offer per order please 
Cheques/P.0.'s to Warpzone PDL 


Soa the tener games from the world of shareware, NIRVANA, HUNCHY 2010 and BUGGUNT I 
cellent, professional quality Pain/Ant Utility 

3) PRINTING PRESS ~ & support disk, 2 D/S disks on 1 

4) ALCHEMIE Jnr — One of the very best PD, MIDI Sequencers 
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ULTIMATE GFA DATABASE 


FLOPPYSHOP DISK NO: LAN.3613 * £2.50 « 
MEMORY: 0.5MB * PUBLIC DOMAIN 
FALCON-COMPATIBLE 


IN BRIEF: There are very 
few GFA programming 
problems that haven't been 
tackled in the disk-based ST 
press over the years, but 
finding the right article just 
when you need it is— let's 
face it — impossible. 

Fortunately with this disk 
in hand, it’s a problem that 
you can forget about 
because within these 
sectors you will find a 
reference to almost every 
GFA article ever published. 

Areas covered include file handling, picture compression, graphics 
programming, and many, many more. Sources are mainly recognised 
magazines such as DBA, ST News, GBUG and The Ledgers, a large number of 
which are available from any PD library. The whole package is neatly wrapped 
up in a GEM shell and although no search facilities are included everything is 
so well organised you really don’t need them. 


A huge number of articles are men- 
tioned, but all are easily found thanks to 
the categorised menu system. 


ST REVIEW COMMENT: "An excellent disk for all GFA programmers, but the 
big problem is going to be getting hold of some of the older mags. Floppyshop 
stock a good range of ST News, Ledgers and the DBA Magazine, but you're on 
your own for the others!” 


0000 


JIMBASE 


FLOPPYSHOP « DISK NO: UTL.3620 ° £2.50 « 
MEMORY: 0.5MB * SHAREWARE * 
FALCON-COMPATIBLE 


IN BRIEF: Jimbase is a cross between a card index and a database. Its main 
asset is ease-of-use, and the slick GEM interface helps out enormously in this 
department. The main database window sits in the middle of the screen 
and all operations, apart from the entering records, are carried out with the 
mouse. 

Each record can have notes or pictures attached to it, giving an almost 
multimedia feel to the program. This effect however is rather spoilt by the 
lack of a proper windowed display system - the picture is just plastered all 
‘over the screen and cleared when you want to move back to the database. 

Look upon jimbase as a professional database and you'll be disappointed, 
but view it as a turbo-charged card index and it’s very good indeed. Be 
warned, the shareware release limits you to forty records and one or two 
‘other features are also disabled. 


‘important to Eerepean Countries 

you, Jimbase is Country + SPAM 

worth checking fren (su. td + S500 Wighest Peak s NOORT TEDE 
‘out. The graph- Population 1 37746800 Wetsht Ovetres) | 3216. 

ics display prob- Capital + nabete___ 

tem holds it back Language ¢ seantse_____ 

a dane Currency + SPANISH PESETA___ 

t ita 

ae effort [a i(41>] ——b 

nonetheless.” 

coo The Jimbase control panel adopts a VCR-style 


CALENDAR 63 [-Taigp 
THEST CWS + pIsKno: COBEN 


UTI.218 * £1.45 » MEMORY: 0.5MB * PUBLIC 
DOMAIN * FALCON-COMPATIBLE 


IN BRIEF: Are you one of those people who has trouble remembering your 
own birthday, let alone other peoples’? Then Calendar 63 |s the utility for 
you, It takes the embarrassment out of a bad memory by forcing your ST to 
remember all those pointless dates and events for you! 

The program is split into two parts ~ Cal and Cal Show - both of which 
can function as desk accessories or normal programs. Calendar’s secret 
formula for success fies in its ability to handle four individual types of events: 
date, recurring, named and cyclic. This allows all sorts of clever tricks such as 
a prompt on the third week in July or, with the help of an offset, an alert 
telling you how old your brother is on his next birthday. A level of 
importance can even be 
applied to an event, allow- 
ing you to filter out your 
mother-in-law’s birthday 
and any other happenings 
you'd rather forget! 


ST REVIEW COMMENT: 
“This is the be-all and end- 
all of calendar utilities! 
Naturally, the power of the  \amesd Oooo cI 

program also makes ita little Forget about anniversary and birth- 
more complex to use than its day dates - just remember to boot 
peers, but persevereand —_yaur ST with Calendar each morning! 
you'll wonder how you lived And ST Review's release date is the 
without it!” first thing you'll enter, right? 

eocoo 


REFBASE 


coopman inrernarionar « BUDGET Buy 
DISK NO: GD.1870 » £2.75 * MEMORY: 

4MB « PUBLIC DOMAIN * HERES ONLY « 
FALCON-COMPATIBLE 


IN BRIEF: Refbase is 
another package for 
dealing exclusively 
with magazine 
references. Unlike 
most programs of 
this type however, 
the author hasn’t 
used this as an 
excuse to write a 
limited program — 
this is probably one 
of the most powerful 
databases available 
for the ST! 


Flexible searching and sorting and all at 
The power springs tremendous speed - you've hardly clicked the 


mainly from the #utton before it’s found the record you want! 


comprehensive 
search facilities which include BASIC-like logical operators and wild card sup- 
port. Perhaps the biggest surprise is the speed at which huge files are searched® 
~ quite incredible! 

The interface totally ignores GEM, but it’s extremely fast and also quite easy 
to use with on-line help available at most points. A sample file containing 
references to scientific magazines is included to get you kicked off. 


ST REVIEW COMMENT: "Refbase is a hugely powerful ~ and fast - piece of 
software and it’s a shame its scope is limited to magazines. On the other hand, 
if you're looking for a database to store magazine references you won't find 
better than this on any machine.” 


e0000 


DB MASTER ONE 


SOLENT SOFTWARE ¢ DISK NO: UTIL.4 * £2 © 
MEMORY: 0.5MB * PUBLIC DOMAIN 


IN BRIEF; D8 Master One 
is.a bit of a pensioner in 
the database stakes, being 
written way back in 1985. 
Despite its age, however, 
it’s still remarkably usable 
and could teach a trick or 
two to most of the more 
recently designed 
opposition. 

The layout follows the 
standard menu bar and 
GEM window convention, 
with only one database 
permissible on screen at 
any time, A good disk- 
based manual guides you 


Designing a new record is just a case of 
pointing and dragging and by using the 
scroll bars it’s possible to create records 
deeper than the screen. 


PD Zone: Databases 


through the basics and 
genuinely useful on-line 
help is available from 
within the program 
itself. Also in the pack- 
age’s favour is support 
for all three ST resolu- 
tions and the ability to 
deal with records larger 
than the physical screen 
size (although having to 
fiddle with scroll bars 


before editing a field 
tends to cancel out the cons and menus control all functions with 


benefits). genuinely helpful on-line help located at the 
Perhaps the biggest bottom of each menu. 

niggle is the fact that records are designed and edited by two separate pro- 

grams. In practice, this isn't a major limitation, but it’s a hassle you could do 

without. 


Fram ae 


Valve Price Paid 
Acquired Year Hanth 


Classification 


ST REVIEW COMMENT: "DB Master is a simple package with few vices. It’s 
certainly not the cutting edge of database technology, but with no shareware 
registrations to pay it could be worth a look.” 


eco 


TOP TEN DATABASES 


1 FASTBASE 2.4 » NEW AGE PDL « DISK NO: BY 
NAME ¢ £1.50 * MEMORY: 0.5MB * SHAREWARE 
* FALCON-COMPATIBLE 


The ultimate shareware database, Fostbase 2 features its own built-in 


structured programming language and support for -IMG graphics. The unreg- 


istered version limits the number of records in memory, but at £20 for the full 
version it’s still a bargain! 


2 REFBASE * GOODMAN INTERNATIONAL * DISK 
NO: GD.1870 * £2.75 » MEMORY: 1MB * PUBLIC 
DOMAIN ¢ HI-RES ONLY » FALCON-COMPATIBLE 


A lightening fast database dedicated to storing magazine references. The 
operation of the program, we are told, mimics Data Manager Professional and 
the search facilities are simple to use and yet very powerful. Comprehensive 
instructions are included on disk. 


3 VIDBASE * CALEDONIA PDL « DISK NO: AU-132 
* £2.50 © MEMORY: 0.5MB * PUBLIC DOMAIN * 
FALCON-COMPATIBLE 


Keep a check on that sprawling video collection with this dedicated database 
The record format is not flexible, but the program i clever enough to input 
defaults when fields are left blank - for example, “general” i automatically 
typed when the “category” field is left blank. 


4 CALENDAR 63 ¢ THE ST CLUB « DISK NO: 
UTI.218 ¢ £1.45 * MEMORY: 0.5MB * PUBLIC 
DOMAIN * FALCON-COMPATIBLE 


Calendar’s unambitious title belies its power ~ this is no ordinary craaniser. 
The power lies in its support for four distinct types of “events” which makes 
the recording of almost any happening possible, whether it falls on the 25th 
March, or the fourth week of February every leap year! 


5 HYPERLINK DEMO * GOODMAN INTERNATIONAL 
* DISK NO: GD.1734 £2.75 » MEMORY: 1MB « 
BANNERWARE ¢ FALCON-COMPATIBLE 


if you want a peek at the database of the future, take a look at Hyperlink 
Demo, The content of the included stack, based around food and wine, isn’t 
inspirational but the presentation is. You can also try your hand at stack 
building, but you'll need the full version to save anything. 


6 FILEMASTER * THE ST CLUB * DISK NO; UTI.244 
* £1.45 * MEMORY: 0.5MB * PUBLIC DOMAIN « 
FALCON-COMPATIBLE 


If your needs aren't too demanding you could do a lot worse than check out 
this nippy GEM database. Filemaster doesn’t set the world alight with its range 
of features, but its simplicity makes it very attractive. 


7 STD CAT 5 * THE ST CLUB « DISK NO; UTI.240 « 
£1.45 * MEMORY: 0.5MB * SHAREWARE « 
FALCON-COMPATIBLE 


When you've been collecting PD for a few years, it's impossible to keep a 
track of every single utility you have. STD Cat takes the pain out of PD man- 
agement by storing a database of all the files you have on disk. Just pop the 
disk in the drive, click the mouse and it's done! 


8 ULTIMATE GFA DATABASE * FLOPPYSHOP « 
DISK NO: LAN.3613 * £2.50 * MEMORY: 0.5MB * 
PUBLIC DOMAIN * FALCON-COMPATIBLE 


UGD provides instant references to almost any article published on GFA 
programming over the past few years. No search facilities are provided by the 
GEM shell, but everything is categorised and can be dumped to your printer 
for 3 written reference. 


9 DISK CAT » TUMBLEVANE PDL * DISK NO: 
UTA.001 * £1.50 * MEMORY: 0.5MB 
SHAREWARE 


What Disk Cat lacks in Jooks it makes up for in speed, Each file logged into the 
disk database has a program name, author name, program type and a 75- 
character comment attached to it and the database can be searched by any 
field. STD Cat is probably the better package though. 


10 DATASTORE * CALEDONIA PDL ¢ DISK NO; 
AU-106 * £2.50 » MEMORY: 0.5MB « SHARE- 
WARE ¢ FALCON-COMPATIBLE 


Woolysoft’s entry into the database market lacks the refinement 

of its competitors, but it bears a remarkable resemblance to First Word 
in operation which some may view as a point in its favour. 
Registration (at a very reasonable £6.95) is required to access all of 
the features. 
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GIF TO DESKJET 


IN BRIEF: If you've ever tried printing colour pictures on your mono HP 
Deskjet, you'll realise what a mess most art packages make of the operation. 
More often than not, the paper comes out saturated with ink and all detail is 
fost in-a blurry mess, Generally, the more colourful the picture, the worse the 
result. 

GIF To Deskjet was written with the Deskjet specifically in mind, and 
through the extensive use of dithering and contrast correction techniques, it 
manages to throw out pictures that will quite simply blow your mind! Even 
256-colour GIF files don’t seem to pose a problem. 

In operation the program has no frills or fancies; the only user-definable 
option allows you set the background colaur to white, thus saving ink. Due 
to the data compression used you will need a Deskjet Plus or 500 to run the 
utility. 

ST REVIEW COMMENT: “The interface — | use the term loosely ~ may lack 
refinement, but the printed results make up for it in every respect. Here's 
looking forward to the colour version!” 


0900 


Beautiful 256-colour GIF 
pictures could soon grace 
your mono Deskjet with 
the help of the inspira- 
tionally-named GIF to 
Deskjet. 


EXCHANGE RATES 


NEW AGE PDL ¢ DISK NO: BUGAM.109 * £2.95 « 
MEMORY: 0.5MB « LICENCEWARE « 
FALCON-COMPATIBLE 


IN BRIEF: |s your breakfast incom: 
plete without a peek at the 
exchange rates? Then you need 
Exchange Rates from Budgie. This 
program deals with 58 different 
currencies in all — from US Dollars 
to Indian Rupees — and is capable 
of conversion between any two. 
OzSoft’s roots in games 
—_ programming are all too evident 
Just click on the flag of the curren- jen you boot up — colour flags 
cy you need and type in the and pictures of the globe ooze 
amount to convert. The built-in ror every screen, and a merry 
values are close enough to give you chip tune plays along in the back- 
4 rough idea, or you can enter the ground (get ready to kill your 
exact rate, Falcons internal speaker!), 
Nevertheless the program is very easy to use and conversion is just a case of 
clicking on the two flags of the countries in question and typing the amount 
Pre-programmed rates of exchange were current when the utility was written, 
but you can alter and save them if needs be 


ST REVIEW COMMENT: “If Exchange Rates were a desk accessory it would be 
an essential purchase, but by the time you've run the program and checked 
the exchange rate, you might as well have used your pocket calculator. Sad, 
but true.” 


ATARI ST PROGRAMMING 
IN ASSEMBLY 


FLOPPYSHOP « DISK NO: 
LAN.3612 * £2.50 « MEMORY: 
1MB ¢ PUBLIC DOMAIN * HARD DISK REQUIRED 
* FALCON-COMPATIBLE 


IN BRIEF: Modern versions of BASIC will take you a long way down the pro- 
gramming path, but if you want to make the most of your ST’s power, you 
need to start using assembly language. Fret no longer! 

Atari ST Programming in Assembly was written by Robert Arp, but due to the 
lack of popularity of the ST in North America, it never made it into print. On 
this disk you will find the ASCII text for the book together with all illustrations 
and programming examples. Although not designed for the absolute beginner 
—a little knowledge of the 68000 processor is helpful - it’s well written and 
wholly based around the ST. 

The book is supplied in four self-extracting archives and you're looking at a 
shade under ten megabytes when fully expanded. You may get away with a 
high density drive or suitably large RAM disk, but a hard disk is by far the best 
bet. 


ST REVIEW COMMENT: “As a guide for the intermediate programmer, this 
book is as good as anything available commercially. The references to 
Assempro as opposed to the standard Deypac are annoying, but the changes to 
source code should only be minor.” 


From GEM programming to 
performance testing, ST 
Programming in Assembly 
covers the lot complete with 
helpful illustrations. 


SAFEMENU 


IN BRIEF: It seems ridiculous that 
out of the four main Graphic User 
Interfaces (GUI) in use today, no 
two share the same method of 
menu activation. Of course, all 
approaches have their advantages, 
but most are cancelled out by the 
sheer frustration of needing to 
remember which method to use on 
which machine. 


Any changes to configuration 
Safemenu solves this problem by Gane Gaecia as you work, which 


allowing your ST to mimic the 4s handy tn case any applica- 
menu operations of all major GUIs. tions misbehave. 

Four options are provided in all: a 

Mac style “pulldown” system, “right button" for Amiga fans, “half” which 
only drops the menu when you move to the top of the menu bar, and “stan- 
dard”, in case you need to disable the utility for any reason. 

Installation is a doddle. Just pop the program in your AUTO folder and any 
changes can then be made on-the-fly through a handy CPX module. 
Safemenu also doubles as a mouse accelerator if you haven't got Atari's 
Maccel. 


ST REVIEW COMMENT: “i! you use more than one machine, Safemenu is 
essential, Almost all GEM applications are compatible and at under 3K you've 
got no complaints on the memory front.” 


“Fin PTCTIRES |[_ WEP 
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ATARIIMAGE [3 
MANAGER 3 BuDGET SE 


FLOPPYSHOP « DISK NO: ART.3488 » £5.00 (ALL 
IN) * MEMORY: 1MB ¢ PUBLIC DOMAIN « 
FALCON-ENHANCED 


IN BRIEF: The Atari Image Manager will be familiar to anyone keeping an eye 
‘on the public domain over the past few years, From humble beginnings, it has 
grown into a package capable of knocking the socks off just about everything 
else in the sparsely populated ST image processing market. 

Version.3 adds a whole host of extras to the already bulging feature list, 
amongst which are a “cascading” menu system and support for the 16-colour, 
hires modes offered by the TT and Falcon (although still ne joy on the 256- 
colour front). Windows can now be iconified to avoid cluttered screens and 
import drivers have been beefed up to include IEF and GEM IMG formats 

Although the package itself is public domain, full printed instructions will set 
you back a few squids, or you can always plump for docs from an older version 
which are still available in the public domain 


| ST REVIEW COMMENT: “The Atari (mage Manager just gets better and better 
Admittedly it takes some experimentation to achieve acceptable results, but 
‘once you know what you are doing, the sky's the limit!* 


_ 90000 


You can just about 
get away with run- 
ning Atarl Image 
Manager on an ST 
in 16 colours, but 
the improved Falcon 
resolutions make 
things much more 
comfortable. 


Public Domain Utilities 


TOP TEN UTILITIES 


1 ATARI IMAGE MANAGER 3 « FLOPPYSHOP « DISK NO: ART.3488 + 
£5.00 (ALL IN) * MEMORY: 1MB * PUBLIC DOMAIN * FALCON- 
ENHANCED 

The definitive Atari image processing software. TT/Falcon screen resolutions are 
now better supported and a new menu system makes the program far more 
pleasing to use. The macro language is as powerful as ever and whole scripts of 
commands can be saved for use at a later date. 


2 ATARI ST PROGRAMMING IN ASSEMBLY * FLOPPYSHOP « DISK NO: 
LAN,3612 * £2.50 + MEMORY: 1MB * PUBLIC DOMAIN * HARD DISK 
REQUIRED * FALCON-COMPATIBLE 

A complete book on assembly language programming packed onto a single 
disk. The text is aimed primarily at those who have a basic understanding of 
the 68000 processor, but the author assumes no previous programming 
experience on the ST. Topics covered include desk accessory programming and 
reverse engineering! 


3 PROBE 2 * MERLIN PD « DISK NO: MPD.1265 * 99P « MEMORY: 
0.5MB * SHAREWARE ¢ FALCON-COMPATIBLE 

Twiddle with the deepest recesses of your ST courtesy of Breakpoint Software's 
Probe 2. Once installed, you can search memory for music, graphics and sound 
samples, with all results easily saved to disk in a number of popular formats. 


4 SAFEMENU * FLOPPYSHOP + DISK NO: UTL.3618 * £2.50 « MEMORY: 
0.5MB * PUBLIC DOMAIN * FALCON-COMPATIBLE 

Transform your ST’s personality with this AUTO/CPX combination. All major 
operating systems are catered for — from the Mac's stylish “pulldown” 
approach to the Amiga’s quirky right button menus — and most GEM 
applications are willing to play ball. 


5 GIF TO DESKJET * CALEDONIA PDL « DISK NO: AU-206 + £2.50 « 
MEMORY: 0.5MiB * PUBLIC DOMAIN * FALCON-COMPATIBLE 

Find out what your Deskjet Plus or 500 is really capable of with this superb 
utility from Rufus Developments. The contrast and shading of the pictures 
produced are stunning, and the more colours the better! Two colour GIF files 
are included on disk to get you started. 


6 ALGEBRA * GOODMAN INTERNATIONAL * DISK NO: 1888 » £2,75 « 
MEMORY: 0.5MB » SHAREWARE * FALCON-COMPATIBLE 

Two intermediate programs to improve your problem-solving skills through the 
use of linear equations. Each lesson is split into three parts, the first describing 
the problem in hand, the second running you through an example and the 
third finally throwing you in at the deep end to have a go yourself. 


T KWIKVIEW * FLOPPYSHOP * DISK NO: UTL.3620 * £2.50 » MEMORY: 
0.5MB + PUBLIC DOMAIN + FALCON-COMPATIBLE 

At no time is the border around the ST’s screen more annoying than when you 
are trying to view an instruction file, Kwikview cons your machine into putting 
text into the top and bottom border, giving a full 32 lines of display as 
opposed to the usual 25, It’s damn fast too! 


8 TACS + THE ST CLUB + DISK NO: DMG,19 * £1.45 * MEMORY: 0.5MB 
* SHAREWARE « FALCON-COMPATIBLE 

Possitly the best archiver shell ever written. Instead of resorting to a dull 
command line, TACS emulates the ST’s desktop environment with windows, 
drive icons and menus controlling all operations. Double clicking on an archive 
opens a window showing all contained files ~ it’s as simple as that! 


9 DISK FIX 2 + THE ST CLUB * DISK NO: UTI.207 * £1.45 « MEMORY: 


0.5MB + PUBLIC DOMAIN + FALCON-COMPATIBLE 

This little program claims to recover files from trashed hard or floppy disks, 
How successful it is remains a mystery, but one satisfied user has added his 
story to the documentation file, so it might be worth a try. 


10 HANDY PLUS * MERLIN PD * DISK NO: MPD.1210 « 99P « MEMO- 
RY: 0.5MB * PUBLIC DOMAIN * FALCON-COMPATIBLE 

Is your ST at risk from prying eyes? Then password protect it with the Handy Plus 
desk accessory. A swift click of the button and it will be impossible to use until the 
correct password is entered (we'll just have to hope they don’t know how to reset 
the machine). 
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~ CUT OUT 'N' SEND 


- ORDER COUPONS 


a 
Fancy some PD? 
Don't waste 
money, paper 
and time filling 
out reams of 
paper. Just fill 
out the appropri- 
ate coupons and 
send them to the 
Library shown, 
along with your 
payment. 
Another exclusive 
ST Review 
reader service. 


{1 prop Down worDs £2.95 (J pros. in ASSEMBLY £2.50 
(J eatactic rrumt Bot 99P (LT imace MANAGER 3 £5.00 
(J GFA DATABASE £2.50 

(AU simpase £2.50 


PLEASE SEND ME PLEASE SEND ME PLEASE SEND ME 
THE DISK/S 
TICKED BELOW:- 


{1 cuaos £2.50 (Use catenpar £2.75 (CU raremaster £1.50 (LD excHANGe RATES £2,95 
(oir ro veskier £2.50 (LU rerpase £2.75 (Yeap on ative £3.00 


UYE 


reg user: Ofir Gat 


speed: RH BUTTON 


feenectieg =] 


hide 


hold 


shift] dbt 


Keypress 


hyper space 


@ILI991 


BIG STE 


JOY BUTTONS 


ReadTent 


screen 


1 nothing ___ [3/¢] mode 


instatl 


———__——————, 
Quick Setup Menu: 


AS-252 


Save Cont iguration 


E 


desk File View Options 


Time for the tutorials, short reviews and 
your letters. 


The last part in the Problem Solved series 
clues you in to RAMdisks, What are they? 
Can using them make your life easier? 
Andrew Wright explains on page 74. 


Ofir Gal’s HiSoft BASIC tutorials continue on 
page 77 with part two of programming a desk 
accessory. 


GDOS is used by many text-based programs. 
Ever wondered how it works and how to set 

up the infamous ASSIGN.SYS file? Find out 

on page 82. 


Another new Series starts this issue - Comms 
Coaching. Each month we'll be showing you 
how to set up one of the most popular comms 
programs. This time it’s Freeze Dried 
Terminal on page 81. 


Enjoyed Write ON last month? Good — there’s 
a follow-up tutorial on page 84 covering some 
of the more awkward bits! 


There’s a couple of short reviews on Mouse 

Tricks 2 and Address and all the regulars - 
Ask The Experts, Learn The Lingo, Readers’ 
Letters and the Blitter End... 


The Blues is your section. Got a problem that 
needs solving? Want to express a point of 
view? Drop us a line and you never know - it 
could be your name at the end of a letter next 
issue. 


Blue is definitely too passive a colour — maybe 
we should change it to red... 
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Andrew Wright shows you 


how 


to make the most of 


your megs with a look at the 
various types of 
RAMadisks on offer... 


emory upgrades can make a 
vast difference to program 
speed and cut down tedious 


disk accesses, It really is a 
abytes the merrier 


more me 
especially if you're using your S 
serious applications like DTP, 

or programming, 

Adding the cheapest memory 
upgrade you can find isn’t always the 
answer though. It is important to 
plan ahead so that you don’t waste 
your money buying a half megabyte 
upgrade only to discover you need 
even more memory a few months 
later 


If you own a half megaby 


machine, a whole megabyte migh 


sound like a lot - you'll be able to run 


programs like Calamus, Arabesque 
and Silhouette, not to mention the 
latest like 
Streetfighter I! A quick flick through 


the games pages reveals that about 


coin-op conversion 


half of all the games released this 
year need a full megabyte to run in. 
The problem is that megabytes 


seem to be shrinking! Programs like 


DA's Vector and PageStream need 
least two megabytes while many 
1040 owners have discovered th 
hile big programs will run, all desk 
accessor and AUTO folder 


programs have to be disabled 


de 
So, The only answer is to upgrade to 
two or more megabytes 


Putting this mu 


‘h memory in an 
ST may seem wasteful to some, espe 
cially when you might only need it to 
fun the odd memory-hungry pro- 
gram. In fact you can make use of 


every single extra byte, even when 


you're running a simple word 


Processor, Not only can you add 


more accessories (you car 
beyond the limit 


even go 
six using 


program CStuffer. or 


MultiDe 4s can install printer 
sr disk d RAMdisks 
to really turbocharge your work 
environment 


WHAT IS A RAMDISK? 


A RAMdisk is created using a special 
program that sets aside part of your 
ST’s Random Access Memory (RAM), 
which is then able to be used as if it 
were an extra disk drive. The ST’s 
RAM is volatile memory which means 
th 


when the mach 


ne is swil 
ff, the contents of the RAMdisk are 
lost. The good thing about this is that 
possibly do any harm to 
setting up a RAMAisk - it’s 
‘only temporary storage and you can 


your ST t 
get all your memory back by turning 


the ST off and on again. If you have a 


0 ile View Options 


DC RAMIT (part 


Free Ratt 
Disksize: 720,K 
Liracks } 60} 

Sectors} 3 IU] 
b Sides UM) 2 | 


the DC Utilities) is a spectal kind of RAMdisk 


that lets you configure it to look exactly like a floppy disk - you can 
then duplicate multiple copies of disks very quickly 


PING 


half megabyte ST, in other words a 
520 ST/STE that hasn’t been upgrad 
ed, there is only around 350K of RAM 
free anyway, so setting up a RAMdisk 
isn’t that much use, except perhaps 
for file copying. 

With a 
memory, as in a 
ST/STE, you can set 
RAMdisk and still run any progra 
you could run on a half megabyte 
model. The benefits are really felt 
when you have two megabytes or 
more. You can then set up a RAMGisk 
of 1, 2 or even 3 megabytes, enoug! 
to hold several 
accompanying data files 


megabyte or more of 
1040 
500K 


ndard 


up a 


programs 


your favourite programs as n¢ 
SUPERFAST ST! 

As a RAMGisk is an area of the ST's 
internal memory, file transfer to and 


from it is fast ~ much quicker than 


RAMBUFFER is a cut-down version of SIRAM 


and includes a printer spooler. 


even the fastest hard drive. There are 
all sorts of situations where this can 
save time. Editing images and sound 
files are two good examples — if you 
need to bits from several 
different MIDI songs or perhaps alter 
scanned colour 
RAMdisk will be the quickest way of 
doing it. The program can be loaded 
from disk in the usual way and the 
data files, samples or images stored 
in a RAMdisk. 

Whether you have a hard disk or a 
a RAMdisk to load 
accessed files or program over- 


images, then a 


floppy, usir 


often 


s reduces wear and tear on the 


e heads and is much quicker too, 


rogramss like Timeworks use program 
overlays — whenever you switch from 
frame mode to text mode, for 


example 
program accesses the drive. In fact it 
is loading an overlay and the tedium 
can be relieved by using a hard drive 
or virtually eliminated by using a 
RAMdisk 
if you do a lot of file copying and 


there is a long delay as the 


only have a single floppy drive, a 
RAMdisk can ¢ 
you copy a set of files from one 


ange your life. When 


floppy drive to another, you have to 
swap disks repeatedly as each file is 
copied across one at a time. With a 
RAMdisk installed, all the files 
copied from the first floppy disk into 
the RAMdisk in one go and then, 
when the second floppy disk 
inserted, copied from the RAMdisk 
onto the floppy again. 


There are some disadvantages, of 
course. Firstly, you will have less 


memory available to run programs 


though if you get the balance rigt 
between RAMdisk size and available 


QWIKDISK 1s a PD RAMdisk with very few bel 


Us and whistles. 


T UPL 


INSTALLING A RAMDISK 


the best ways of using a RAMA 
umber of files from one disk 


isk utility widely available f 
libraries, 
As an example, let's assume we w: 


K is 


o retrieve w number 


of important data files from a floppy disk and store them 


ona backup disk. 


size, You m 


st give it an 
Floppy drive use 

uses those in betwee 
but in Urls case we'll enter 200 as that’s all that’s needed and it 


0 for C 


will work on a $20 (with 
to leave at 
into problems. 


st 100K for the system to use, 


Enter the drive 


letter, followed 
by the requbredt 


sed drive letter from € onwards. 
1H 0 for Ht ax my hard drive 
Size will depend on your available RAM 


1040 you could specify 700K). Be sure 


otherwise youll run 


Using RAMdisks 


t 


SIRAM, a very neat accessory RAMdisk that lets you specify 
which files you want to load and lists them on screen. 


The ST Club's com 
mercial utility, 
Multiprint, is one 
of the best printer 
spoolers around. 


2 Mit Return and the 
RAMdisk installs itself. 
You should see a quick mes. 
vifirming 
el size 


sage on screen 
your selected drive 


Now you're back on the 
desktop, it’s Hime to 
Install a new icon, Select an 

existing drive icon (it 
f matter which) and 


Add the de 
click on Install, 


Doub 
Us a whudow onto your 
new “drive”, AN that 
remains is to save th 
desktop configuratio 
that you don't have 
reinstall the icon every time 
ot boot up. 
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RAM, you'll never notice this. 

Secondly, and perhaps more 
importantly, if you use the RAMdisk 
to store data files, you must remem- 
ber to save the contents before you 
switch the machine off or the whole 
Jot will disappear. Fate can have a 
hand here too. if the program you 
are using crashes, you might lose the 
RAMdisk’s contents, unless it 
happens to be one of the reset-proof 
variety. Some crashes are so horren 
dous that only a cold boot will 
Festore normal service ~ in this case, 
no matter what type of RAMdisk 
you've used, the contents will have 
evaporated 


TYPES OF RAMDISK 


There are scores of RAMdisks avail- 
able and most of them are public 
domain or shareware varieties. One 
of the first commercial utilities on the 
ST was K-Ram, a basic RAMdisk from 
Kuma though many are available 
now including the Codehead 
RAMdisk (part of the Codehead 
utilities disk), 

The most common kind are the 
AUTO folder variety although there 
are plenty of desk accessory versions 
too. Others can be found built into 
certain utilities like Harlekin or as 
simple stand-alone programs. The 
latter are very handy as no reboot is 
usually necessary, if the need for a 
RAMdisk suddenly arises, 

RAMdisks can also be divided 
into functional types. Reset-proof 
RAMdisks are particularly handy as 


] ES 


status ni 


Setting the ICD disk cache supplied with ICD hard drives. 


they survive a warm reset - either by 
pressing the little panic button at the 
back of the ST or Control-Alternate- 
Delete on TOS 1.4 and la 
20 


chines. When they are 


identified as drive C on floppy based 
systems, they 


even be used to 
- the AUTO folder 
on drive A controls the 


load accessorie 


boot 
sequence and any accessories placed 
in RAMdisk C are loaded so cutting 
down booting time. 
Auto-loading is another h 
feature, prese 


dy 
has 


occasionally 
look for a certain folder on the boot 
drive and automatically copy the 
contents to the RAMdisk. For floppy 
‘owners this can save a lot of time — 
you can boot up your machine and 


he RAMdisk itself, will 


HOW TO USE A RAMDISK 


Having followed the installation procedure, the next stage is to 
select the files from drive A (or B) which we want to copy and 
drag them across to the RAMdisk, in this case drive H 


1 Put the source 
floppy disk in the 
drive and open 
window to reveal its 
tents. 


Select the files you 

want to copy —in 
this case all the ,DOC 
files — and drag them 
over into the RAMdisk 
window. 


make a cup of coffee, safe in the 
knowledge that when you come back 
your program is loaded into the 
RAMdisk and 


instant 


dy to run in an 


There are also compressing 
RAMdisks like the famous Maxidisk 
that actually compress files on the fly 
as they are copied into the RAMdisk 
On average 

effective space 


up to a third more 


fe ailable 


Which Is useful If memory is Hoht 


Removable RAMdisks are 
— accessory versions usually offer this 
facilit as thi 


rebooting once you've used them. For 


save you 


example, you might want to quickly 
copy a dozen files from one disk to 
another by installing a RAMdisk 
Being able to remove it afterwards lets 
you get straight back to 


RAMisk, is to 
window of A 


Try it 
you work out how long the copying would have taken in the 
normal way had there been twenty files instead! 


Using RAMdisks 


DISK CACHES 


A disk cache Is similar to. a RAMdisk 
in that it is an area of memory set 
aside for a different purpose — in this 
case to improve floppy or hard disk 
access. It achieves this by reading 
more sectors from the disk than it 
needs to, on the assumption that 
the ensuing sectors are most likely 
to be next. Write 
cacheing works in a similar way, 
except in reverse. 

Caches are fiddly things to get 
tight — set aside too much RAM and 
stem can actually slow down, 


requested 


ie not enough produces little or 
fit at all, There are several 
ache programs available - floppy 
disk users might like to try Acache, 
which works on drive A only, while 


one of the most popular for hard 
ld Hard Cache, 
now at version 4. Both can speed up 
disk accesses by between 10 and 40 


drive owners is C 


per cent 


PRINTER SPOOLERS 


Printer spoolers act in the same way 
as RAMdisks, allocating a part of the 
nory for print output. The 
advantage of a printer spooler is 
that when you press the print 
button to output a long document, 
instead of watching the “busy bee” 
icon for several minutes, you can 
continue with your work. The 
printer spooler releases data to the 
printer as fast as the printer can 
handle it 


3 Once the copyin 
has been carried 

out (you may have to 

lick on OK, depending 

whether you have ¢ 

firmation set to on or 

off in the Set Pref 

erences dialogue) the 

files ave all safely tn the 

RAMAdlisk. 


the files in the RAMdisk 
anul drag them over into 
the floppy drive window 

Another quicker alterna 
tive, if you want to copy 

all the files in the 


ag the RAMdIsk icon (H) across into the op 


you've just discovered how useful a RAMdisk can be. I'll fet 


Programming A Desk Accessory Part Two 


WORKING WITH 


HISOFT BASIC 


he disk utility program we start- 
T ed last issue was a far cry from a 

professional-looking desk acces- 
sory - the display was limited to text 
displayed on screen via the PRINT 
command. Developing a GEM pro 
gram this way is useful as such a pro: 
gram can be easily error-traced and 
altered, 

Now it’s time to convert the pro- 
gram toa GEM program. A resource 
file is found on this month’s cover 
disk which you should copy to your 
work disk along with the files FREE.BH 
and HGT.BAS. The BASIC header (BH) 
file contains the object names and 
values needed for accessing the 
resource file. The HGT file contains a 
selection of routines based on the 
HiSoft GEM Toolbox, These make the 
job of manipulating buttons and text 
‘objects much easier 


GEMMING IT UP 


The AES library must be included in 


Listing 1 


"GEN initialise code 
DEFINT a-z 
LIBRARY "gemaes",gemdos™,"bi 


‘load toolbox routines 
‘Sinclude hgt.bas 


‘load header file 
‘$include free.bh 


‘release unused semory 
"Soption k20 


‘do not open a window 
*Soption y 


‘Load resource file 
IF FNrsrc_toad("FREE.RSC") 


dum=FNform_alert(1,a$) 
SYSTEN 
END IF 


the program as well as the HGT 
source, resource and header files. The 
start-up code is shown in listing 1 
and the BIOS and GEMDOS libraries 
are needed for the disk routines dis- 
cussed last month. 

Don’t run the program just yet as 
it won't do anything. Add the free 
memory and disk statistics sub rou- 
tines as well as a rsrc_free call to free 
the system resources, 

The results of the routines must 
then be converted into text strings 
and placed In the corresponding 
objects. This is demonstrated in list- 
ing 2. Object names are found in 
FREE.BH which was created using 
WERCS. 

Doing the same with the disk 
information {s a little more involved 
There are 16 possible drives and each 
one has three objects allocated to it 
The first simply contains the drive let- 
ter while the other two show free and 
total disk space, When the resource 
file was created, these objects were 


THEN 
a$="C33C Resource file not found. J 


‘get memory address of the dialogue 


“box forml and centre i 


dum=FNrsrc_gaddr(0,form1,tree®> 


form_center treeé,x,y,u,h 


Ofir Gal continues programming his 
Disk Utility desk accessory. This 
month, completing the GEM program... 


arranged in a specific order to make 
the task of placing the information in 
them as simple as possible. This acti 
vates an additional routine that 
enables or disables the drive letter 
objects according to the drive status. 

A disabled object appears in grey 
and cannot be clicked on or edited 
The only difficulty with this routine is 
that the drive letter objects are 
three objects apart from each 
other. 

A look in the header file reveals 
this; the drive letter objects are 
named drivea, driveb, drivec and so 
on. You can clearly see how each is 
followed by the two free and total 
objects. 

Enabling and disabling the objects 
is easy thanks to two new routines 
included in the HGT file. These are 
called disable and enable and are 
passed the object number or name as 
a parameter, Listing 3 shows this 
based on a similar routine from last 
month's tutorial. 

Although all objects are enabled to 
start with, it’s best to check and then 
enable drives each time the accessory 
a standard 


vert it to 


Listing 3 


Listing 2 


SUB freer 
STATIC sysmet 


‘get free RAM 
sysmem=FREC-1)\1024 


‘ereate text for object 
aS=STRS(sysmem)+"K free RAM" 


‘place text in object 
sette_ptext freemembox,aS 
EWD SUB 


RAMdisk, so the object which was 
previously disabled will now have to 
be enabled. 

It would make perfect sense to 
call a sub-routine to check the disk 
space for every active drive after 
enabling the drive letter, The 
drive number is passed to the sub- 
routine drvstats and is based on last 
month's routine for checking the 
drive statistics 

To stay on the safe side, if a drive is 
not available enter a null string into 
the disk free and total space objects. 
A null string is simply a text string 
ntaining absolutely nothing ~ not 
even spaces. Listing 4 shows the pre 
vious sub-routine drivable with addi: 


‘a routine to enable/disable drive letter objects 


5U8 drivable 

STATIC i,drvmask® 

FOR i=0 to 15 
drvmask&=24i 


IF FNdrvmap AND drvmask& THEN 


enable driveati*3 
ELSE 
disable driveati*3 
END IF 
NEXT i 
END SUB 
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Listing 4 


ta modified drivable routine 
SUB drivable 
STATIC i,drvmask&,drvobject 
FOR i=0 to 15 
drvmask&=2"{ 
drvobject=driveati*3 
IF FNdrvmap AND drvmask& THEN 
enable drvobject 
devstats i+1,drvobject 
ELSE 
disable drvobject 
sette_ptext drvobject+1,”" 
sette_ptext drvobject+2,"" 
END IF 
NEXT 4 
END SUB 


tional calls to sub-routine drvstats if a 
drive is available, Otherwise a null 
string is placed in the corresponding 
objects, 

Next, the actual drive statistics 
sub-routine which requires little 
modification from last month. As 
with all GEM dialogue output, the 
PRINT routine must be replaced with 
a sette_ptext call. The sub-routine 
receives the drive number and 
drive letter object as parameters, 
fetches the information from TOS 
and places the values in the appropri- 
ate objects. 

Notice that while in the BIOS, dri- 
ves are numbered 0 to 15 while 
GEMDOS drives are numbered 1 to 
16. The array dinf&() is now local to 
the sub-routine and is made up of 
four long integers. Sub-routine drvs- 
tats Is shown in Listing 5. 


PROGRAM STRUCTURE 


Now that we have all the routines we 
need, the actual program has to be 
structured. In its simplest version, the 
program should initialise, check all 
drives and memory, display the dia- 
logue box and wait for the user to 
press the exit button. Listing 6 shows 
the form handling routines that 
should follow the form_center call in 
Usting 1 

This version of the program simply 
quits without paying attention to 
which exit button is pressed, You 
should now be able to run the pro- 
gram and verify that everything 


Listing 5 


‘a routine to obtain drive info 
SUB devstats(drv,drvobject) 
LOCAL dinf&(3) 

STATIC cluster, free&,totalé 


‘the actual GEMDOS call 

dfree dinf&(),drv 
cluster=dinf&(2)*dint&(3)\1026 
freeG=dinf&(0)*cluster 
totalB=dinfé(1)*cluster 
sette_ptext drvobject+1,STRSs(fr: 
sette_ptext drvobjecte2,STRS(to 
END SUB 


works as it should, If the program 
fails to find the resource file, make 


sure the paths specified in 
FNrsrc_load and included files are 
correct. 

VIRTUAL DRIVES 


There is still 2 small but annoying 
problem with the program which 
you will notice if you have a 
single floppy system. The program 
insists that disk B is inserted into 
drive A the first time it runs but if 
run again it asks for disk A to be 
placed in drive A. This is because 
FNdrvmap always acknowledges the 
existence of drive B even if it doesn’t 
exist! 

There is a good reason for this. It is 
possible to have a drive B icon on the 
desktop which can be used to simu- 
late a physical disk drive B, useful for 
copying files from disk to disk on a 


Listing 6 


‘code to display and inte 
“display the busy bee 
MOUSE 2 


‘call the memory check sui 
CALL freemen 


‘call the drive info subs 
CALL drivable 


‘finished checking ~ nor 
MOUSE 0 


formdiat 0,0,0,0,0,x,y,u 
junk=FNobjc_draw(trees,0, 
but=FNfora_do(tree&,0) 

form_dial 3,0,0,0,0,x,y,u, 


junk=FNrsre_tree 
SYSTER 


eeb)+"k” 
taleerk” 


Listing 8 


‘modified routine to elisinate 
SUB drivable 
STATIC i,drvmask&,drvobject 
FOR to 15 
drvmaski=2"4 
drvobject=driveati*3 
DEF SEG 0 


‘if checking drive B and system 
‘then disable objects 
IF i=1 AND PEEK(RHGAG)<2 THEN 
disable drvobject 
sette_ptext drvobject+1," 
sette_ptext drvobject+2,"" 
ELSEIF FNdrvmap AND drvmasks 
enable drvobject 
drvstats i+1,drvobject 
ELSE 
disable drvobject 


checking virtual floppy B 


has less than 2 floppy drives 


THEN 


sette_ptext drvobject+1,"" 
sette_ptext drvobject+2,"" 


END IF 
NEXT i 
END SUB 


single floppy system. To stop the 
program checking drive B 
sarily, we must dig deep into the 
computer's memory. Unfortunately 
TOS does not provide a simple call to 
check for physical drives, and conse- 
quently a peek into the system is 
required. 

BASIC allows for direct memory 
access via the PEEK function. This 
takes one parameter - the memory 
address ~ and returns the contents of 
that address. Before calling PEEK, a 
command defining the chunk of 
memory is used although this is no 
longer necessary in HiSoft BASIC 2 


unneces- 


ract with dialogue 


ib 


mouse 


A 
10,x,¥,m,b) 


ah 


Listing 7 


DEF SEG 0 defines the size of memory 
to peek at — in this case a word, or 
two bytes. The actual address to look 
at has been defined by Atari up to 
HAAG, 

There are three possible return val- 
ues: 0 if no floppy drives are found; 1 
if one is found; 2 if both A and B are 
valid. Listing 7 is a simple example of 
a system PEEK. 

We can safely assume that all sys- 
tems will have at least drive A active 
and so need only verify the existence 
of drive B. If it is not a physical 
drive, the program should disable its 
drive letter and not check its 
statistics. 

Sub-routine drivable will now have 
to allow for this before trying to 


obtain information about 
the disk. The new version |s found in 
fisting 8 


The sub-routine is now structured 
to skip virtual floppy 8 with the help 
of the /F.,.ELSEIF...ELSE combination 


USER INTERACTION 


Allowing the user to interact with a 
program enhances the ‘feel’ and 
makes for friendlier use. There are 
many ways to achieve this, the first 
being to enable the Test Ail button 
which will become even more useful 
when the program is finally convert- 


‘check how many floppy drives are connected 


"in HiSoft BASIC V1.3 
DEF SEG O 
flops=PEEK(BHSAG) 
PRINT flops 


‘in HiSoft BASIC ¥2 
flops=SPEEKW(EHSAS) 
PRINT flops 


Listing 9 


‘main Loop 

CALL freemen 

CALL drivable 

some 0,0,0,0,0,x,¥,¥,h 


junk=FNobjc_draw(treeé,0,10,x,y,w,h) 
but=FNform_do(tree’,0) 
MOUSE 2 


‘df Test ALL button was selected 
IF but=test_but THEN 


‘do the checks 
CALL fr 
CALL drivable 
END IF 
MOUSE 0 


"always deselect the button 
deselect but 


‘Loop until the exit button is selected 
LOOP UNTIL but=exit_but 
form_dial 3,0,0,0,0,x,y,u,h 


junk=FNrsrc_free 
SYSTEM 


Programming A Desk Accessory Part Two 


Listing 10 


in Loop and additional sub 
"to enable single drive checks 
fors_dial 0,0,0,0,0,x,y,w,h 
Ly 
junk=fNobjc_draw(tree’,0,10,x,y,u,h) 
but=FNfore_do(tree’,0) 
mOUSE 2 
SELECT CASE but 


‘if Test ALL button was selected 
CASE test_but 


‘do the checks 
CALL fri 
CALL drivable 


‘any of the drive buttons 
CASE drivea TO drivep 


“call onedrv with object os parameter 
onedry but 
END SELECT 
WOUSE 0 


‘always deselect the button 
deselect but 


ed to a desk accessory. The main rou- _ approached differently — more about 


tine must now reside in a loop awalt- this later. 


"loop until the exit button is selected 


ing user action and can be used in You should now run the program LOOP UNTIL but=exit_but 
several ways. While you can and try it, making sure that it enables form_diat 3,0,0,0,0,x,y,u,h 
check free RAM at speed, checking all and disables the correct objects and 
disks is rather slow. that it produces the correct results. Junk=Flirsrc_free 

There is no point for the accessory Try clicking on the drive letters which §YSTER 


to check free space each time it is you will find are selectable buttons. 
selected and since a desk accessory is © They do nothing at the moment as SUB onedrv(drvobject) 
running constantly, regardless of user no functions have been assigned to ss tarze¢ dey, tap 


action, the programming should be them, 


How about checking individual dri- 
ves? Most of the work is done ~ drvs- 
tats takes the drive in question and 


NEW the drive object as parameters. 


tap=drvobject-drivea 
dev=tap\3 


‘call drvstats with parameters 
drvstats drv+1,drvobject 


Passing it the drive object is the 
UTA IM cosy oi i's tne abject the user EAP SUB 


PEEK - A BASIC function 
used for reading memory 
directly, It takes the memo 
ry address as a param 

and returns its contents. 
This function is only 


required when reading in now uses SELECT CASE instead of 11K free RAN 

URES the former lends itself better to this 

user memory, it’s better MRiNtn 

(and faster) to use PEEKB, 

PEEKW and PEEL. HiSoft Mo! bee 

BASIC 2 also supports NEXT NTH 7iik 

SPEEKB, SPEEKW and SPEEKL The program is now complete and 

for supervisor mode memo: ready for conversion to a desk acces- 15562k 

ry ace sory. This will require the use of the 15562k 
gemace library which instructs the 15562k 

AMIS © compiler to produce an accessory 1556ik 


PRITERU MCE ER instead of a standard GEM program. 

ment to peek at. its format There are some difficulties involved 
MTR i producing a stable and reliable 
desk accessory but, luckily, most 
of the hard work is down to the 


compiler. In the mean time, if you a Exit Test All 
have any questions or requests, tienes Se 


memory segment is a word 
(2 bytes) if the address 
word. If the address is 2 
long, so is the segment. To 
peek a byte, x should be 
non-zero 


on CIX, 


actual drive number. The sub-routine 
onedrv is shown in Listing 10 along 
with the modified main loop th 


please write in or join our conference 


clicked on and is returned by 
FNform_do. A new sub-routine onedrv 
\s required to do the necessary con- 
version from the object to the 


The program at work. A dialogue-based program can usually be 
converted into a desk accessory ~ see next month! 
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ATARI REPAIRS & SPARES 


* FREE ESTIMATES x 
* MOST REPAIRS DONE IN 48 HOURS « 


REPAIR PRICE EXAMPLES: 
Replacement Disc Drive fitted sru£59.95 1/2 Meg Xtra-RAM Deluxe 
Replacement Keyboard fitted y : 2 Meg Xtra-RAM Deluxe 
Repair Joystick Ports.. 2 a 
Repair Power Supply a 16 Chip Solder-in Kit .. 
Boards Repairs from cnn 15.0 STE SIMMS Upgrade . 


POWER SUPPLIES: ¢ LEADS: 
Service Exchange PSU We can supply a vast selection of leads 
Brand New PSU eon " . for the entire ST range ~ Call for details 


Orders & Enquiries Tel: Southend on Sea 0702 - 207593 9am - 8pm 
Technical Helpline Tel: 0702 - 207274 9am - 6pm Mon - Fri 


HAWKWELL ELECTRONICS 


Mount Bovers Lane, Hawkwell, Hockley, Essex SS5 4JB 
Callers welcome Monday-Friday, 9am-6pm & Saturday 10am-2pm 


Cambridge Business Software, ‘m: NAG 


Moat House 81 


‘Home Accounts 2..... £44.90 NEW Arabesque Replay 16 (16-bil sound sampler) £99.95 — Hisolt Devpac v3 £65.00 


CCashbook Combo Pack...» £89.95 NEW Convector Prolessional ‘NEW Breakinru Sequencer £9995 Hisoft Basic 2 £85.00 
System 3 (Inv/Stocs), £3095 NEWTruepait ‘NEW Breakthru Pus £129.00 Kiso C. inlerpreer £4200 
The Biz PHONE Degas Elle E-Mapic Notalr Logic EXPECTED — Hisoll Lattice C v5.5 £109.00 
Data Manager Prolessional £2995 Hyperdraw E-Magic Notalor SL 16 £279.00 Kiso Nevada Cobol (Wh CP/M)... £45.00 
GBs £3095 _ Hyperpain v2 £2095 _ E-Magic Creaor SL v3.16 £219.00 _ Hisot High Speed Pascat £7995 | 
Super Base Professional .. Specia £89.95 BS Easy Draw 2 £2895 BS Ean Nal Noa £17995 85 FTL Modula 2 Developer £7995 | 
Supercharged Easy Oraw 2 E-Magic Unit I £228.00 & GFA Basic nlerreler v3.5 £4500 | 
KSpread 3 “967.95. Cyber Studio (CAD 30 ¥2) fees 5 EMagk Export £80.00 55 GFA Basic Compller v3 £2490 
K-Spread 4 £9500 oye Pate £30.95 3 Cubase Lie £9500 5 Prospero Pascal £7995 
| 4 = Cubeat £175.00 © Prospero Fortran £7995 
| 1 GRA CO (ITORS/P Cubase v3 £359.00 {2 Prospero C £7995 : 
Pagesteam v2.2 £15000 FES20STFM (Release) £159.00 5 Mie en) F Prospero Devlnes Tot 13595 BP 
Calamus v1.0on £119.00 = SZOSTE upgraded 1Mo £24900 & orn eee UTILS ES & EXT 
Calamus S £319.00 85 SZ0STE upgraded 2Mo $796.00 gs foncel J ye EA 
Catamus SL £550.00 = S20STE upgraded 4MD £380.00  Feetng Pater iano = NEW Videomastr 
Timeworks DTP v2 989.95  1O40STE Family Curicium i wzsoo0 FS Fearorae Foe on Fy Newesk 3 
EZ Text Pls £1995 O1040STE Music Packing Pro2é .. 280.00 OUTS Ones £44.90 so Hatin 2 
EZ Txt Proessional £3095 3 Falcon 030 1MB PHONE 3 100 pa ice Fae PHONE. = XB00l3 C 
Saloon 030 ans PHONE boo aT Fat £298.00 = Diamond Back i 
St Mowe Moni ice Sp : 
144 itr i GPhus < 
Calligrapher Prolessional £89.00 Alar $C1435 Colour £219.00 ROLAND COMPUTER ‘SLM804 Replacement Orum = 
Calligrapher Gold £129.00 Philips CM8833 Mkli Monitor £229.00 MUSIC PRODUCTS ‘SLMB05 Replacement Drum. £132.95 
GST Fist Word Pus v2 85795 Ricoh LP1200 Laser Printer £795.00 SLMBOM Replacement Toner £3795 
Wordariler £30.95 Stacey Laplop 4Mb/40 $795.00 NOW IN STOCK SLM605 Replacement Toner £32.95 = 
Prolest v5.5. £10000 Naka Hand Scanner £115.00 
Thals Wille v2 £109.00 PP 


WE DESPATCH ANYWHERE WORLDWIDE WEEKLY — : 
IMMEDIATE DESPATCH (subject to availability) 
ORDERS WELCOME FROM EDUCATION, GOVT. & BFPO mine 
All prices include VAT & delivery * NO surcharges on European orders 
Make cheques payable to Cambridge Business Software 
24-HOUR ORDER LINE 0763 263127 


PC Speed 00 
AT Speed 8MH2 £12900 
AT Speed C-16MHz £199.00 


TOS 2.06 Official UK Versions in Stock 


A new Series to 
help you get the 
best from your 
particular comms 
program. Graeme 
Rutt looks at 
Freeze Dried 
Terminal... 


Freeze Dried Terminal, known as FDT, 
is a superb communications 
program. Offering ease of use and an 
impressive array of features, it has 
become a firm favourite with many 
users. 

To get the best from a Comms 


Comms 


COMMS 


package, it’s imperative that you 
have the correct set-up. With a good 
configuration everything is very easy; 
without it, comms can become a 
nightmare. 

Follow the steps outlined below 
and your on-line time will soon 


Quick Setup Menu: 


Default Paths 
flutodialer Setup | 
Save Configuration 


Click “Yes” on the file selector to create a 
set-up. Choose between the two defaults: 
Generic 2400 and USR Robotics HST. The 
rule is simple: if you have a 2400 baud 
modem then select the first choice, if not 
then choose the latter, Hit the mouse 
button again to go to the Quick Set-Up 
Menu. 

This screen ts really for specialist uses 
- ignore it for now. The System Set-Up 
screen can also be left as ks. Feel free to 
change the colours to your personal 
taste though. The top button “Edit: 
Menu Colours” is a toggte switch giving 
you different colours for FDT menus and 
when you are online. 


Exit the Quick Set-Up menu and select 
the Autodialer option on the main menu 
screen. 


“Default Paths” lets you set up all the paths 
FDT needs to control its various functions. To 
begin with, all paths point to the folder you ran 
FDT from. If this suits you then make sure that 
X¥Z201.1TP ts copied there and you need take 
no further action. If you have this program else- 
where on your system then click on the line 
below “Transfer Protocols”. Use the file selector 
to choose the folder where XYZ201.1TP has been 


y also want to upload and download 
files to different folders than the one FDT sits 
in. This ts very useful for hard disk owners who 
need to structure their storage sensibly. Change 
these folders by clicking under “Download To:” 
and “Upload From:”. 


nunca | 


(=) aa 
The Autodialer lets you set up 45 numbers for 
different bulletin boards. Type in the name of a 
BBS against “Name:” and its telephone number 
against “Number:”. Click on the word “None” to 
the top-right, select the highest speed that the 
BBS and your modem both support and save 
your numbers by clicking on “Disk” and “Save”. 
De-select the “Disk” button and click on the 
entry you've just created. FDT will now dial the 
BBS and within a few seconds you'll be on-line. 


I 


COACHING 


become productive. FDT requires a 
program called XYZ201.TTP, so make 
sure you have a copy handy - most 
PD libraries can supply this. 

Without it, you can still call 
bulletin boards but won't be able to 
transfer files. 


“Autodialer Set-Up" ls where you tweak the 
settings for your modem. If you don't have a 
2400 baud Hayes-compatible modem or a 
USR Robotics HST it’s time to get out your 
modem manual. Concentrate on the 
“Modem Initialization” string. Check each 
entry - El, &C1, $7=200 and so on are all 
separate entries. If an entry doesn't occur in 
your modem manual then delete it. Also 
check the line under “Hang-up:” in the same 
way and change “Init: Never” until it reads 
“Init: Baud Change”. Finally, click on “Auto 
Change Baud” once to select it. 

After you've set up your configuration, 
click on “Save Configuration” - you'll proba- 
bly never see the Quick Set-Up Menu again... 


Receiving a file from a BBS is stmple with EDT. 
Find the file area on the BBS you're connected 
to and then choose a file to download. The 
BBS will ask you which transfer protocol to 
use. Select “Zmodem”, sit back and watch! 
Everything is now automated. FDT will 
download the file into the folder you set-up in 
“Default Paths”. When you leave the BBS and 
exit FDT, the file will be waiting there for 
further action on your part. 
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Yet another in the 
“everything you 
wanted to know 
but couldn't find 
someone to ask” 
series of articles. 
If you’re all 
sitting comfort- 
ably then Ofir Gal 
will begin... 


The printer 
equivalent of the 


System, or GDOS for short, has 

been a constant source of 
frustration to all of us, experienced or 
otherwise. Yet GDOS is a simple 
system and capable of doing a 
decent job. What has been lacking is 
a proper manual ~ a decent installa- 
tion guide and explanation of its uses 
and limitations. 

Various attempts have been made 
to improve GDOS. Codehead 
produced G+Plus, AMCGDOS has 
proved popular in Germany and even 
NVDI has a built-in GDOS 
replacement. While such programs 
offer all the features of GDOS with a 
few extras, what exactly is GDOS 
and, more importantly, how do you 
set it up? 


READING THE RECIPE 


GDOS provides the ST with a 
graphical device system. In layman's 
terms, this means that a selection of 
fonts and graphics can be displayed 
on screen and output to a variety of 
printers. For some inexplicable 
reason, GDOS was excluded from the 
ST's ROMs in a last minute decision 
and supplied on disk instead. 

With GDOS installed, programs 
can use fonts other than the standard 


T he Graphical Device Operating 


system variety and a printout can 
utilise fonts other than those built 
into the printer. There is now a wide 


ATTRISFENT 
screen font. This 
is also an 
18-point Times 
Roman font but 
Is Intended 

for use with an 
Epson FX80 
printer. 


A USER'S 


T This character ts 
from the 
ATTRISENT 


designed for hi-res 
Li display. 


selection of GDOS fonts available via 
public domain libraries and programs 
such as FontKit Plus enable you to 
create new fonts or edit existing 
ones. With GDOS and a desktop 
publishing package such as 
Timeworks Publisher, it is possible to 
produce professional-looking printed 
documents. 


PROPER INGREDIENTS 


GDOS consists of four main 
components, all of which must be 
present for it to operate correctly 
There’s the program itself, GDOS.PRG 
which must be resident in the AUTO 
folder of your boot disk, Next is the 
notorious ASSIGN. SYS file that tells 
GDOS where to find the fonts and 
printer drivers. This must be placed 
in the root directory of your boot 
disk outside of any folders. The third 
and fourth elements are the fonts 
and device drivers. Font files have the 
extension .FNT and driver file names 
always end in .SYS. 

A typical installation has several 
fonts and a printer driver, all in a 


WIDTH TABLES 


folder called GEMSYS, FONTS or 
something similar. You may find that 
your GDOS installation contains more 
fonts than you are actually using as 
there are separate fonts for high and 
medium resolution. In addition, there 
will be printer fonts and possibly 
meta-fonts which include the letters 
MF in their names. To top all of this, 
there are fonts for various point sizes! 

A typical GDOS set-up may 
contain five font families, each in four 
different point sizes ~ typically 10, 
12, 18 and 24, Since GDOS needs 
separate fonts for the screen and 
printer, even a basic set-up will 
contain at least 40 font files and one 
printer driver. The only one you can 
actually change is the ASSIGN.SYS 
file. 


IN THE RIGHT ORDER... 


A GDOS font file contains a bit- 
mapped image of every character for 
a fixed point size and device, In other 
words, each letter is broken down 
into a series of dots contained in a 
rectangular grid, The screen display ” 


GDOS 


tesolution is normally 72 dpi (dots per 
inch), so an 18-point font measures 
about a quarter of an inch when 
displayed. A printer has a much 
higher resolution, 300 dpi being a 
typical figure so to produce the same 
size font, a 75-point version is 
required, To add to the confusion, 
such a font is still considered and 
referred to as an 18-point font 
because point sizes always refer to 
screen resolution. A different printer 
resolution would require yet another 
font as would a medium resolution 
monitor. 

With GDOS it is not enough to 
have a screen font - a matching font 
must be available for the installed 
printer. GDOS identifies and matches 
screen and printer font pairs by their 
ID number which is embedded in the 
font files. 

Font names often give clues about 
their nature: The driver they are 
designed for, the point size and even 
the type-face used, The first two let- 
ters normally indicate the distributor ~ 
for example, AT for Atari and TW for 
Timeworks. The next two characters 
are an abbreviation of the type 
style ~ SS for Sans Serif, TR for Times 
Roman - and are followed by the 
point size. The last two characters 
indicate the device the font is intend- 
ed for; EP stands for Epson 9-pin dot 
matrix, SP for Star NB15 24-pin dot 
matrix and so on, CG is used to 
indicate screen fonts for medium 
resolution and the last two characters 
are missed off in the case of a 
standard monochrome font. 


THE SMALL PRINT... 


Each output device has a GDOS 
driver, including the screen 
Fortunately, the screen drivers are 
installed within the built-in operating 
system so you don’t need to worry 
about these. Any additional hardware 
add-on, such as a printer or plotter, 
requires a driver in the fonts folder 
along with the printer fonts 

Device drivers always end with the 
file extension .SYS. A Deskjet 500 
driver, for example, might be called 


DJS.SYS. What is a GDOS driver? A 
small program that receive is instruc- 
tions from the main application and 
prints independently of the 
program, Some applications like First 
Word Plus don’t use GDOS and have 
custom drivers that just send control 
codes to the printer. 

When a GDOS application such as 
Timeworks Publisher needs to print, it 
loads the printer driver into memory 
and runs it just like an ordinary 
program. Timeworks loses control of 
the computer at that point as the 
printer driver is actually running. 
Once printing has finished, the 
printer driver quits and control 
returns to Timeworks and so back to 
the user. This is why printing cannot 
usually be terminated half-way 
through a page. 


INITIAL FAILURE 


When GDOS loads during the boot 
process, it first looks for the file 
ASSIGN.SYS. Failure to find this leads 


UIDE TO 


wiss 10 
Swiss 12 


Swiss 18 


Swiss 24 


The Swiss font family as 
installed in the example 
ASSIGN.SYS. 

to an on-screen message and no 
GDOS. As the file is in plain ASCH, it 
can be viewed by double-clicking on 
It and selecting “Show” but editing it 
requires a word processor capable of 
loading an ASCII file. For the 
following example, have a look at the 
Typical ASSIGN.SYS File box. 

The first line in the ASSIGN.SYS file 
gives the path that GDOS should 
follow to find the fonts and drivers, 
For a floppy disk this would usually 
be A:\GEMSYS while for a hard drive 
it might be C:\FONTS — no problem 
as long as it points to the correct 
fonts folder, The lines following this 
list the drivers and fonts for each 
device, 

The screen and printer font lists 
must match so that GDOS can print 
in whichever font is displayed on 
screen. A typical file will have four 
point sizes of Atari's Swiss font 


TYPICAL ASSIGN.SYS FILE 


if you double-click on any ASSIGN.SYS file, you should see something 


resembling this: 


PATH=C:\GDOS.SYS 

O1p SCREEN.SYS 

O2p SCREEN. SYS 

O3p SCREEN.SYS ;medium res 
ATSS1006. ENT 
ATSS1206.FNT 
ATSSIBCG.FNT 
ATSS24C6.FNT 

Oép SCREEN.SYS ;high res 
ATSS10, ENT 

ATSSY2. FNT 

ATSS18.FNT 

ATSS24.FNT 


21 FX8O.SY¥S ;Epson FX8O printer driver 


ATSSIOEP. FNT 
ATSS12ZEP. ENT 
ATSSIBEP.FNT 
ATSS24EP. FNT 


The file includes the names of all fonts and drivers along with the path 
‘where they can be found. Check out the Initial Failure section for more about 


this example. 


Using GDOS 


installed for use in medium and high 
resolution screens and also for 
printing on an Epson FX80 compati= 
ble printer. Following the path are 
the screen drivers. The first driver is 
the default and is used if the applica- 
tion doesn’t check the screen 
resolution. Next is the driver 
intended for low resolution but this 
will be ignored if no fonts are listed 
beneath it. So the first two drivers 
can often be omitted, Screen driver 
numbers are usually followed with a 
*p". This tells GDOS that the driver is 
permanently installed in ROM and so 
doesn’t need to be loaded from disk. 

Driver 03 and the following 
fonts are designed for medium 
resolution. The semi-colon is used to 
enter useful text comments that are 
ignored by GDOS. These are fol- 
lowed by the hi-res driver and fonts. 

Device numbers 11 to 20 are dedi- 
cated to plotters while 21 to 30 are 
intended for printers. Theoretically, it 
should be possible to install several 
printer drivers, but very few pro- 
grams support more than one printer 
at a time. In the example, device 21 
is an Epson FX80 driver which is fol- 
lowed by the printer fonts. if a driver 
number is followed with an *r’, it 
indicates that the driver remains 
resident in RAM so GDOS will load it 
and leave it in memory. This has the 
advantage of increasing the speed of 
printing but about 50 kilobytes of 
RAM are used and not all programs 
“like! a resident driver. 


THE PROOF IS IN THE 
PRINTING... 


Many GDOS programs are now 
supplied with an installation program 
that creates the ASSIGN. SYS file for 
you. But understanding how GDOS 
works means that you can easily add 
new fonts, remove unwanted ones 
and add support for a new printer. 
With the forthcoming release of 
SpeedoGDOS (see page 30 for a full 
review), the system is here to 
stay - master it and you'll be able 
to produce professional-looking 
documents. 


83 


[o4 
wi 
> 
= 
a 
—_ 
” 


WRITING ON 


Enjoying last 
month’s great 
cover disk 
giveaway? 
Richard Lane 
looks at how to 
get the best out 
of Write ON... 


THAT’S SNAP 


Here's a tip for using TSNAP, 
the screen capture accessory 
supplied with Write ON. If 
you press Alternate, Right 


Shift and Help together, the 


current screen is 
captured in memory. Now. 
open TSNAP and select “in 
buffer” to crop and save the 
image in the normal way 
This means you can grab 
screens even when the desk 
menu is not available. 


Compo’s CFont, a useful 
Calamus font converter. 


ast month’s tutorial explained the 
eae of using Write ON’s 
aragraph layouts. But what's 
the point? Why go through the 
bother of defining layouts when 
you can just as easily use styles like 
bold or italic, or change the font, 
using the Type and Style menus (or 
keyboard shortcuts) directly? 

Wf this is how you use Write ON, 
you're missing out in a big way! 
Paragraph layouts are a brilliant 
concept and using them well 
brings two big advantages. Your 
document can have a clear and 
consistent design and you can easily 
make global changes. 

Both of these are hard to achieve 
any other way, especially in long 
documents. Most writing has some 
kind of structure with main 
sections, sub-sections, pictures with 
captions, and tables or charts 
Perhaps there are footnotes, 
quotations and step-by-step 
examples as well. If your document is 
going to look good and be easy to 
follow, you need to be consistent - 
all subheadings should have 
the same font, style and 
spacing, for example. 

With layouts, every time you 
mark a heading as “Subhead A”, for 
instance, Write ON  auto- 
matically gives it the settings 
you defined for that layout. And if 
you change your mind, one alter- 
ation in the Paragraph Layout 
Dialogue Box will change every 
occurrence of that heading in the 
entire document. 


HeoDesk File View Sort 0 


~ starts a new section___ 


Justification: (Justified) 


Default font; (] Tin 12x [8) 


(EXEMTETTITY [Centered] (Right aligned) 


3) 


Default style: 


(elie) 


Underlined) (Superscript } 


(Serike through] (Havbie uaderTined] (Subscript) 


separation: 4 nn 


The Write ON paragraph layout dialogue box - the secret 


to successful document design. 


PARAGRAPH LAYOUT 
DIALOGUE BOX 


Click on the left or right arrows in 
the "Paragraph layout:” box to move 
to the layout you want to edit, 
and then simply set the options 
required. All the text marked with 
that layout will take on those charac- 
teristics. The button marked "Default 
layout” sets the layout that will 
automatically be applied to your text 
unless you specifically choose anoth- 
er, Use this for your “body text” ~ 
the text that makes up the bulk of 
the document. 

Note that “paragraph separation” 
is space applied before the 
paragraph, not after. If you want to 


tions 


add space after as well, you need 
That's Write 2.0! 

The only element that may be 
confusing at first is the box marked 
“Ruler”. Here’s where you set 
margins and tabs for the layout. It is 
interactive with the ruler bar on 
Write ON's main screen and each 
paragraph layout has its own ruler, 
So if you wanted a centre tab 3 inch- 
es in from the left, there are two 
ways to set it: 

* Make sure the cursor is in some text 
marked with the layout you want to 
change. Then, click twice on the ruler 
bar where the tab is required. The 
first click sets a left tab; the 
second click converts it to a centre 
tab. 

* Alternatively, open the paragraph 
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MERGING THE MAIL 


You can do mail merge with Write ON — that’s when you want 
to send the same letter to dozens of different people. There are 
two elements involved; the document that forms the standard 
letter, and another file containing the names and addresses 
required, 

You can make the name-and-address file in Write ON. Type in 
the details following these rules: 

@ Use commas to separate the different bits of information, or 
fields, in each address. 

@ If you want to include a comma as part of a field, enclose the 
whole field in double quotes, 

@ Each record must have the same number of fields. You can 
include blank fields by putting two consecutive commas with 
nothing between them. 

® Don’t put a comma at the end of the last field, 

@ Press Return at the end of each record, and not before! 

@ Make sure no field is longer than 80 characters. 

@ When you save the file, use “Save ASCII”, Name the file with 
an SDF extension, and choose “No” when Write ON asks If you 
want a carriage return after each line. 

Now for the master document. Whenever you want to 
include a field from the name-and-address file, type #n#, where 
“n" Is the number of a field. For example, if you type #1#, Write 
ON wiil know that you want the first field in each record to be 
inserted there. 

One further tip - if you put a plus sign after the number, 
Write ON will automatically insert a space before the field 
unless it is empty. That way, you avoid unnecessary spaces 
between fields. For example, #3+#. 

Select “Mail Merge” and follow the prompts from Write ON. 
You can choose between “Print”, which simply print out a 
version of the document for every record in .SDF file, or 
“Query” which prompts you to print or not each time. 


[ir sen Si, Rd Stoo Novown NTI TAA 


[Protessor Staphan Bright University Pek. Oxbridge,OC} 4. 
‘Me. Stephen Brewn,The Way, Town StPizceton PTS 2HY 


sothen you 
write your 
slowing prose.. 


Pang — jing Ugly EET 
a a 


tind sit back 
and let Write 
ON do the 
work! 


lUniversity Park 
te idge 


Tis is op petsonal letter to yo, wy 
fe you "now to Let you know 

Hl bo of ‘elerest, may others will 
(be sick with jealousy because they did not receive this letter. 


In modern computer tectmology, you no Longer 
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layout box and click on the “~” at 
the left of the “Ruler:” section until 
the word “Tab:” appears. By default, 
the tab is set in Picas, which are 
units of one tenth of an inch. Three 
inches is 30 picas, so enter 30 in the 
box. Then click on the word (left) to 
set the tab you want: left-aligned, 
centered, right-aligned, or decimal. 

Note that measurements in 
Write ON are rather eccentric. 
The ruler is marked in pseudo-cen- 
timetres, which are actually 4/10th 
of an inch! The secret of working 
with Write ON is to stick to picas — 
once you've twigged that there are 
ten picas to an inch it is not too 
difficult. 

You'll notice three other settings 
jin the “Ruler:” box. L stands for left 
margin, and R for right margin. The 
third, L1, is a left margin that only 
applies to the first line in each 
paragraph. 

If you get strange results, like 
finding your text gets cut off at the 
right-hand edge when printing, it is 
because you have set up an 
impossible layout. The left. and right 
margins in the paragraph layout 
must fall within the space allowed in 
the current page layout. If you'd 
rather not do arithmetic, you can 
easily check this out by looking at 
the ruler bar — the right margin is 
shown by a thin vertical line. 


FONTS AND WRITE ON 


There's not much point in having a 
multi-font word processor unless 
you have some fonts! Write ON 
comes supplied with a few, but 
what if you want to add some 
more? 

In practice, there are three ways 
to get fonts into Write ON. Firstly, 
you can get hold of GEM fonts 
specifically adapted for Write ON or 
That’s Write, Secondly, obtain 
Fontkit Plus 4 from the ST Club 
(0602 410241) which comes with 
some Write ON fonts, and very clear 
instructions about adapting other 
GEM fonts for the program. Finally, 
you could use Compo’s C-Font 
program. This is a neat utility that 
converts Calamus fonts 
automatically, at whatever size you 
choose. 


WHAT ABOUT THAT’S WRITE? 7 


Write ON is the junior member of a family of Compo 
word processors. It’s got everything you need for 
advanced word processing... except a spell checker! 


Thot’s Write 1.5 has that, along with index and con- 
tents generation, footnotes, multi-column printing, 
chapter handling, and a unique “paragraph level” 
feature which enables you to hide whole sections 
of your document to see the outline structure. 


That's Write 2.0 goes even further, with up to 9 doc- 
uments in memory at the same time, each in a sep- 
arate GEM window, and its own mini-programming 
language for performing automatic calculations or 
sophisticated document processing. That's Write 2.0 
also supports compressed fonts, which makes an 
enormous difference to how many fonts you can fit 
on your disks - the savings can be 80% or more. 
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Mouse Tricks 2 


A mouse-driven 
operating system 
was a relatively 
new and exciting 
concept when 
the ST was first 
launched. 

Ofir Gal considers 
a cheap utility 
that brings the 
pleasure back... 
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The main dialogue box allows 
access to all features and 
enables the user to quickly 
select one of 20 configurations. 


or drawing fine detail, 
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User configurations can be saved 


or loaded at will. A configuration can 
be linked to a program so that 
Mouse Tricks 2 will set itself according 


to the current pr 


configuration 
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file 
reader. Up to eight files can be 
held in memor 


and features such as 


line and page scrolling, t 
There’s 


files and a marked block c 
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VERDICT 


A flexible 
especia 


y at such a low 


Unfortunately, the user inte 
confusing. A shame — Mouse 
is extremely good 
and is capable of providing 


all the mouse tricks youl 


PROS AND CONS 


Confusing layout 
Most features have PD 
equivalents 


> 


"Far more than just 
a mouse accelerator 
but an awkward 
user interface lets 
it down" 


NAME: MOUSE TRICKS 2 
COMPANY: ST CLUB 
CONTACT: 0625 410241 
PRICE: £9.95 


MIN MEMORY: 0.5MB 
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database can be used for a 
variety of purposes ~ names of 
customers and their details, 


stock lists and for keeping track of 
which customers buy which products 
to optimise advertising. But modern 
databases are quite complex to use 
and often beyond the needs of the 
home user. Address js a utility 
designed to simplify the maintenance 
of a database and is primarily intend- 
ed to work as an electronic address 
book. 


WHAT DO YOU GET? 


Address consists of the main database 
program and a desk accessory ver- 
sion for accessing a database while 
running other programs. Installation 
is easy with the supplied Install pro- 
gram and like many current ST pro- 
grams, Address is best run from a 
hard disk 

New names are entered into the 
main program and existing entries 
edited, Entering data can be a slow 
process, but Address is designed to 
speed this up as much as possible. 
For instance, whenever a new name 
is entered, an alert appears enabling 
you to immediately 

Each entry consists o 
address, telep! 
connection tag which 
group entries into 
‘friends’, ‘clients’ and A 
is no provision for multiple phone 


nother. 
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The main 
window. All 
functions are 
available from 
the menu bar 
or keyboard 
shortcuts. 

The main 
functions are 
also accessible 


via on-screen 


Torrentty draplegin 


buttons. 


numbers, the only way to handle 
these is to have several entries for the 
same person or company. While 
Address can only handle one database 
file at a time, several data files can be 
stored on disk and loaded as 
required. There are various so 
options, including by alphabetical 
name as well as by address or con- 
nection tag. 

Address features a simple but effec- 
tive search function that can start 
from the beginning of a file or from 
the current entry and when a name is 
found it is displayed on screen. At 
this point the address can be printed 


out or telephone number dialled out 


scroll through the file at various 
speeds and can define a default but 
ton by double-clicking on it. User 
defaults can be saved to disk for 
future use. 

Address also has extensive label 
printing facilities. Only fonts built in 
to a printer are supported, but you 
can send control codes to the printer 


to select print mode and fonts as 
required. Using the search options, 
single or multiple labels can be print- 
ed per entry found 

Probably the most useful feature of 
Address is the accessory version 
incorporating the main features of 
program with a few additions of 


ts own. Numbers can be dialled 


The desk accessory I = 
looks and feels | #:\noonis\cowunteD 
very much like the Nene :Rter 


SE nacress 016 
Oat 


main program Street <Ata wey Terrace | 
and enables = —_ | 

immediate access Sealand 

to the database. It eee 

features a dialler, + je <Si2 58; 

label printer and _‘*\ephone -10753-535344 

can even paste an ecshes._<Cespon les 
address intoa |@lete)] [timing] [Printer] [Gersion] [ex] [> 
word processor. | [Search] [Repeat Fites | [Postbox] [Raa New 


dei 


futodial 


{ Number 


8753553344__ 


{diat Cna:atoT|__ ]} 


[Hang Up Connand:sa(10)+++5a(1a)ATH_ 


The dialler can be used to automati 
number in the database via a MOD! 


ically dial any 
EM. 


Address 


Need a budget database? 
Mike Robinson examines one 
possibility from the ST Club... 


using a modem, saved to the clip- 
board or even pasted directly into the 
current application via the Postbox 
function, The only disadvantage of 
using the accessory is that data files 
must be loaded each time it is 


opened and while this is carried out 
automatically, it’s a slow process on a 
floppy disk system. Call timing is also 
included and a log file of all calls is 
maintained 


- - 


PROS AND CONS 


Lacks the features of a 
full-blown database 


Slow on a floppy disk system 


> i 


‘A cost-effective and 
simple electronic 
solution to the indispens- 
able address book" 


PRODUCT: ADDRESS 1.6 
COMPANY: ST CLUB 
CONTACT: 0602 410241 


Pmich: £12.95 


MIN MEMORY: 0.5MB 


EASE OF USE 


wn 
_ 
io] 
Cc 
=< 
m 
te) 


87 


GM 02 Blane, Irvaders clone + ? more 

‘GM 05: Bermuda Race 2. Racing ship game 

GM 10; Cribbage & Starvek + 1 more 

GM 21) lamatron & Mutant Camels 

GM 25: Boxing 

GM 26, Flight Simulator, 

GM 27; Monopoly + 3 more. 

GM 31: Spectral Sorcery. Nova + 2 move 

GM 32) Thee Seuck shoot-em-ups 

GM 40. Tennis Plumb Crary. 

CM A2: Penguins Reviewed sive 12. 

OM 43: Myitic Mirror. Yery good PC. 

(OM 52: Battie or the Thon. RPG. 

GM 62: Crossword & Chess + 3 more 

GM 69: Ozone. An award winning plattorm gare 

GM 71: A Question of Snooker, Quiz game 

GM 74: Top Trainer. Horse racing + 5 more 

GM 75: Drache & Super Games. Reviewed sue 10, 

GM 77: Tai Pan (1 Meg) & Top of the Pops. 

GM 78; Violence, A Mega shoot-em-up 

GM 82; Smash Hit Tennis, Reviewed issue 10. 

GM 83: Hoverjet Simulator Demo, 30 vector 
graphics 

GM 87; Bat Games. Pool, Dats, ete 

GM BB; Hunt for Grey November. Good sub hunt 
game 

GM 90; Droid 2 and 3. Reviewed issue 15 (1 Meg), 

GM 94; Dungeon Lord, 3 level RPG game. 

GM95: Athur ofthe Britons. A great RAG (1 Meg) 

(GM 97; Fatemaster. See review tissue 

EM 99, Viking 3. Protect Earth from invader. 

‘GM 100: interational Cricket. Graphic game of 
rice. 


ADVENTURES 
‘ADV 13; Dragon Sayer 


AD 24: Snatch & Crunch + 3 more 
ADV 25: Ben Crystals. Graphic adventures 

ADY 26: Even Crystals 2, Graphic adventures. 
ADV 31; Susan. Adutt adventure 

ADV 35: Deena, Adult adventure. 

‘ADV 40: Grandad and the Quest. Mega adventure 
ADV 41: Winall, Text adventure 

ADN 44; Pyramid, Takes some time to finish 

ADV 49: Ave in Wonderaed, 


UTA 2: Sticher 3. Label Maker for 3.5" dks. 
UTA I: News/Dak Mag Creator + Word fxtractor 
UTA: Supercard. Chet & TLC, Ostabares 
UTA? The Entertainment Fes & more. 

UTA 9: Addins Book, Disk Manager & more 
UTA.20: Mano Emulator & 20 Accessories 
UTA21; Class, PME, Accounts» 2 others 

UTA 22: Double Sentry, Accounts program. 
UTA.28: Award Maker, Create certificates. 

UTA 30: 2X81 B BBC Emwiator 

UTA 34; Database Master 1 

UTA 35: Spectrum & 2X81 Emulator 

UTA 36: Data Editor (1 Meg). Data into graphe. 
UTA 36: Five Databases. One of them well doit 


MUSIC & MIDI 
MUN: Accompanist. 16 track sequencer 
MUM 2: In Control & Seonvert 


~/WWtsg 
> TECHNO. MAI 


NEW: IRON-ON FRACTALS, MANDLE BROT, JULIA SET..... 
"All unique", "Glow well in raves", 5 for £20.00, State when ordering Mand or Julia. 


A4 size, Full colour. Be the first with this product. 


INK REFILLS: HEWLETT PACKARD 500/550/550€ ........SINGLE REFILL.......£4.99 INC. 
CANON BJ/EX/SX/10/80/20/200/80/130 ...SINGLE .........+.s:+s0++£4.99 INC. 
TWIN PACKS (ANY COLOUR)......:ssessessssseseesersessseneeneeneeseeseeneee 99 INC, 

IF YOUR PRINTER IS NOT LISTED — SEND FOR WORKALIKES LIST. 


Send P.O. or Cheque to: 


TECHNO-MAI 


TUMBLEVANE PDL 


6, West Road, Emsworth, Hampshire, PO10 7jT 
Telephone: Emsworth (0243) 370600 


MUM 4: Composer with tunes. 
MUM 18: 1632 Voices for Yamaha CUTE 
MUM 19: Trissound sequencer 

MUM 21: Migidrum & Play (1 Meg, Hired 
MUM 22: TXBIZ Esitor V2.1. 

MUM 24: Alchime J Mult-tasking sequencer 
MUM 4S; PSS Unites (disks for 680/780/790 


DIP & WP 
WoO 1: ST Whiter dite & Spel Checker 
WO 3: Typing Tor: 

WPO 12: Opus V2.2. Spreadsneet. 
W7O 14 Clara Maru. Handy tps 
WYO 15: 1s Wed Utes. 

WPO 19; Printing Press (IMeg). 


ART & GRAPHICS 
AAG 1 Palette Master. 
AAG 5: Crackart. With Englth does (1 Meg) 
AAG 6: Fractal Zoom. 
AAG 7: Fractal Utils. 
ANG 105 ST Cad. 
ANG 21: Picture Converters 
AAG 22: Public Painter (Mono) 
AAG 27: Minidvalt 1.1 
MAG 29: Psintpot 


EDUCATIONAL 
EAC 2: Body Shop & The Search 
EAC 6 Shipwreck fx Hangman. or maths & speting, 
EAC 8: Perlect Match & Letter Bomber + 2 move 
EAC % Channel. French teacher 
EAC 11: Maths made easy & Ceograpiny test 
EAC 15: The history fies. 3 isk set £5.50, 
The world {mono} 
EAC 19: Planetarium 
FAC 20: Teale chemistry by 2 B Sc 


Free catalogue disk with all orders or send SAE and blank disk or just 75p 
Call us and talk to Martyn or Dave, you might talk us into 
putting what you want on to the catalogue disk 


THis 
—= _ MONTHS 
OFFERS: 


JOYSTICK ...........2 MTR TWIN EXTENSION LEAD............eAMIGA, ST ........++4+£4.99 INC. 
JOYSTICK ..........4-PLAYER EXTENSION LEAD.........00:020e AMIGA, ST .....e+0++0++£4.99 INC. 


ALL FREE POST 


22 St Cuthberts Avenue, Great Glen 
Leicester LES OEJ. Fast Delivery. Free Post 


rinissernsonmiserane a Oa Gy 


From Organised Chsas Licenceware and Kew Davis 
‘come two top quality games. 
AAJ OCL dish are £3.00 each, great value for money. 


‘OCk. 1: Dead or Alive, This it a humorous and wacky 
adventure that wil take you some time to finish, but 
welt have you laughing ail the way 


(OCT 2: Murder on the Onion Express. A graphic 
ve that hata citerent eiding rach time you 

sed om a spaceship and a crew that beep 

geting ated 

From Neaversent Uicencewave te Turblevane PO 

[Al dado en the HearerSent Licenceware label ave 

00 


HIST 1: Harmer te Fall. A great RPG that rings & 
new idea nto the world of pubic domain, try this 
and se what you think 


HST-2; Slayer, Another RPG game where you must 
discover where your sister is and destroy the evil one, 
Both these games use mult-option imput, rather Uke 
playing a board game. 

‘Special Otter EAC 21: World Factbook 

Packed with information on over 240 countries with 
Just about every statistic you could hope for. Ideally 
‘wid to school projects lectures or any other 
research. Reviewed in issue 12 

est £4.50 forthe four dk set 


PRICES: 
1.50 for 14 disks, 
01.25 tor 5.9 disks. 
£1,00 for 10 & over. 

‘Mike cheques/PO's payable to TUMBLEVANE POL 
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Got a problem? 
We can help. Drop 
us a line and our 
panel of experts 
will answer your 
questions... 


Y KA \i 


MONITOR THE SITUATION 


| have been trying to 
run Cubase and 
other sequenc 

ing pro: 
grams 
(including 
ST Review's st 
Track demo) on 
my recently upgrad 
ed 520STFM but the screen is cor 
rupted every time. It looks as if 
several windows are superimposed 
at the same time and all the text is 
slashed across the bottom so that 
half of it is missing and totally 
unreadable. 

| have checked all the software on 
other STs and it works OK. My 
upgrade to one megabyte was suc 
cessful as no errors were reported 
after a couple of hours checking. 
Also other programs such as First 
Word Plus, Timeworks and Paintpot 
work fine on my machine. 

As you can imagine, this is a very 
frustrating problem and I’ve had the 
ST in bits a couple of times to check 

e upgrade. | don’t think that’s the 


problem. Could it be that I’m using 
the wrong monitor (a colour TV) or 
is it just that my machine is too old 
and knackered to cope? What do 
you think? 

Paul Sharp, Palmers Green, 
London 


XPERT 


> Fite ait 


Structure Functions —Optlons wodules Blndoar 


Ask The Experts 


Steinberg 
A Cubase 


Riis lid 


If you check the manual that 
comes with all the music soft- 
ware you own, you'll see that 
the answer is simple — the pro- 
grams you name only work on 
a hi-res mono monitor. 

The fact that you're asking 
this question tends to infer 
that you're using a pirate ver- 
sion of Cubase otherwise you 
would have called the hot-line 
of the UK distributor, Harman 
Audio. 

Piracy has done irreparable 
damage to the ST software 
market. Because people would 
rather copy a program and 
write to a magazine to find out 
how to run it, many publishers 
now prefer to concentrate on 
more profitable markets. I bet 
that the people with pirate 
software are amongst the first 
to complain at the lack of new 
games and other programs for 
the ST... VL 


ALL IN SCALE 


Thanks for a great 
magazine. You 
knock pixels off 
its rivals. 
Please can 
you help rr 
to solve a prob: 
lem? | have a digi- 
tiser which | use with 
my Atari 1040 STE. Is there some 


© version 2 
~ pirated 
to death. 


” 
=| 
o 
Cc 
ee! 
mi 
] 


=ann amen Vx 
mr po 


software that will allow me to 
convert the images into 256 grey 
scales as opposed to the 16 which | 
find a bit blocky? Failing that, any 
ideas? 

James Ryder, Chalfont St. 
Giles, Bucks 


Most ST digitisers grab the 
screen in low resolution and 
save the pictures in Degas 
format, 320 by 200 pixels and 
16 colours. Unfortunately you 
can’t get more detail out of an 
image than is present in the 
first place, so if you grab and 
save 16 colours, that is all the 
detail that the image will ever 
contain unless you painstak- 
ingly add it yourself. 

Migraph’s Touchup will 
import your Degas image and 
convert it into a 256 greyscale 
TIFF but it won't look any dif- 
ferent! 

A better bet is Retouche. 
Again, it will convert your 
image into a 256 greyscale TIFF 
but it has the additional 
advantage that you can actual- 
ly edit the picture. You can 
adjust things like brightness 
and contrast, and even blur 
id smudge parts of it to 
obtain a smoother, less blocky 
effect. As long as you don't 
expect miracles and don’t 
mind doing some of the work 
yourself, Retouche is the 
answer. AW 


Retouche: 
the ultimate 
image 
processor? 
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IT’S HARD 


Thank you for your 
excellent magazine 
which continues 
to bring us 
up to date 
with the 
world of Atari, | 
would be grateful 
if you could cover the 
following two technical points. 

In December 1992, | purchased 
second-hand, an Atari Megafile 30 
which, contrary to some reviews | 
have read, is excellent. It was pur 
chased from a local Atari dealer and 
had just had the SCSI replaced, 

When running the ICD RateHD 
program | am informed that the 
device name is an Adaptec 
4000/4070. This, as | understand is, 
the actual hard disk that is fitted 
inside. Is it possible to replace the 
hard disk with a larger capacity one? 
What type of hard disk do | need to 
buy? Would | require new formatting 
software? 

Issues 11 and 12 of ST Review both 
‘carry good articles on the Plus 
Cache 16MHz accelerator board. | 
am currently thinking of upgrading 
to one of these boards but have 
never seen the actual speed improve- 
ment. 100 per cent improved speed, 
as stated in issue 11, is hard to visu- 
alise. Could you give some more 
practical examples of how much 
faster the machine will run. | have 
been lucky enough to see a version of 
the new Calamus SL running on a 
four megabyte STE. The program is 
useless at 8MHz on this machine as it 
Js so slow, Would an accelerator 
board running at 16 MHz be fast 
enough to allow practical use of 
Calamus SL? 

Any advice on these two topics 
would be gratefully appreciated. 
David Grieve, 

Glasgow, Scotland. 


The Megafile 30 is a reliable 
unit, but cannot be compared 
in terms of speed or noise level 
with most modern hard drives. 
The Adaptec 4000/4070 Is the 
host adapter, not the actual 
mechanism; it isn’t a standard 
SCSI unit and unfortunately 


cannot be upgraded. 

The Plus Cache 16MHz board 
gives a speed increase of at 
least 70% in most situations, 
For instance, scrolling through 
a long document in First Word 
Plus ts about 50% faster. 
Screen redraws are almost 
100% faster and I would expect 
Calamus SL to be far more 
usable with this board 
installed. 8MHz was considered 
fast 8 years ago, but programs 
are far more demanding now 
where processor power is con- 
cerned, Contact the Atart 
Workshop on 081 693 1919 for 
more details. OG 


TIMEWORKS TROUBLES 


{am having prob- 
Jems making 
Timeworks 
work. | have 
installed the 
program 
according to 
the instructions on 
page 17 of 

(ssue seven and run the program 
called FONTWID.APP, but that is as far 
as | can get. When | load the Startup 
Disk and point to the File menu 
“New” does not appear. | have 
clicked on the New Folder but this 
does not prompt the dialogue box 
asking if | want to load a style sheet. 
Can you advise me? | have a 520 
STFM with TOS 1.02. 

| am also having trouble backing 
up the cover disks. | have read the 
letter on page 126 of issue 8. How do 
you make Diamond Format run? How 
do you change the extension to 
PRG? | have read the document file 
and | can’t see how to do it. | would 
be grateful if you could advise me on 
these problems. 
} Morris, London W12 


Timeworks has to be run from 
the desktop before the “New” 
option is available to you. Turn 
the computer on with the 
Startup disk in the drive. When 
you get the desktop, 

double click on the file 
PUBLISH.APP (or highlight 


Ay File Edit Options Page Style Text Graphics Help 


Desktop 


Publisher 


ST 


BT Review Version 


it and click on Open from the 
File menu). Once this is 
done,the program will function 
as it should. 

Diamond Format is an 
accessory. It is run by placing 
in the root directory of your 
boot disk (so that it is showing 
in the first window you open, 
not in any folders) and will 
appear under the Desk menu 
option when the desktop 
appears. 

I suggest reading the user 
manual that came with your ST 
or try and find a good book like 
Your Second ST Manual, avail- 
able from all good ST dealers, 

Incidentally, if you ever do 
need to change the details of a 
file name, highlight the file 
with the mouse and click on 
Show Info... in the File menu. 
You are then able to change 
the name of a program. Don’t 
do this unless you know what 
you're doing, though. You 
could end up with « program 
that won't run! TK 


MORE IN STORE 


First, may | thank you 
P) for producing an 


* 

é ‘ 
yo ae 
@ 

ol ial thave a 


question for 
you.l've been 
given a disk drive by 
a friend. It’s from @ PC 
and can apparently take HD disks. | 
have a 520 STFM upgraded to 2.5 
megabytes of RAM, Can | use this 
drive in my ST as | still only have a 
single-sided internal drive at the 
moment? 

Geoff Brown, London, Nzz 


There was a feature on upgrad- 
Ing to a 1.44 megabyte High 
Density disk drive in the March 
issue (number 11) of ST 
Review. You may be able to use 
your drive, but you'll need to 
check that it will operate with 
the high density module that is 
needed to control it. This ts 
available from the Atart 
Workshop (081 693 1919) for 
£39.95 and lets the drive 
operate at the correct speed. 
Also, check the article in issue 
11 for more detalls as you 

may also need a different 
floppy disk controller chip as 
well. And as for cutting out 
part of the casing around the 
disk drive lever... VL 


If you don't get this screen in 
Timeworks, you can't 
get any further... 


BAD CONNECTION? 


thave recently 
acquired an 


14 CD VGA 
monitor, 
Can you 
advise whether 
itis possible to 
connect it to the 
monitor port on the back of my 1040 
STE? If so, what would | need and 
where would | buy it? 

CJ Ehala, Newbiggin-by-Sea, 
Northumberland. 


Using a VGA monitor with an 
ST is certainly not as simple as 
connecting it to the 13-pin sock- 
et at the rear. The ST uses a 
non-standard sync rate and 
the monitor's electronics have 
to be tweaked to take this into 
account. A second problem is 
that a standard VGA monitor 
lacks a speaker. 

Various companies have 
attempted to convert VGA mon- 
itors, especially since the 
demise of the Atari SM-144. 
However, without exception, all 
have had problems. Have a 
look at the A Clearer View arti- 
cle in issue 13 of ST Review for 
more information. VL 


PACKETS OF DATA 


After reading an old 
issue of Atarl ST 
Review | saw 
that one of 
your writers 
uses his ST 
with a Ham 
Radio, | am cur- 
rently writing a GCSE 
essay for information technology. In 
this essay | have covered different 
types of data communication and 
have some general information on 
packet radio, but | would now like to 
show the examiner a packet radio 
set-up. 

I have looked in a number of 
amateur radio books but they have 
no specific information. | would be 
eternally grateful if you could give me 
details of a good TNC and an ideal 
radio. | am unsure about which wave- 
band | would find an ST- 
compatible packet BBS. 

if you don’t know any of the 
above, | would be happy if you could 
supply me with the name and 
address of anybody or any company 
who may know 
Dave Moss, Chessington, 

Surrey 


It’s nice to see that there's 
interest in Packet Radio, even 
if it is just for a school project. 
There are certain parts of the 
Amateur bands available for 
Packet use, As a SWL (Short 
Wave Listener), probably the 


best of these ts 144.650 MHz or 
144.675 MHz. Any good scanner 
should be able to reach this 
frequency. All packet ts “ST- 
compatible” as it is decoded 
into ASCH by the TNC and Is 
not machine-specific, As for a 
ING, a good starting point is 
the Pac-Comm Tiny-2, available 
from Siskin Electronics, 2 South 
Street, Hythe, Southampton 
S04 6EB. 

Tel: 0703 207155, 

For more information on 
Amateur Radio and licencing, 
contact the RSGB (Radlo 
Soclety of Great Britain), 
Lamda House, Cranborne 
House, Potters Bar, Herts 
SJE, Tel: 0707 $9015. TK 


PROGRAM SUPPORT 


| am writing to ask 
for your help in 
trying to obtain 
some art 
programs to 
run on my 
PrintMaster Plus 
program, as | am 
unable to get hold of 
any through my local computer shop. 

The supplier is a company in the 
USA called Unison World Software, 
but | have written to them and all 
they said was to contact my local 
computer supplier for the software 
that | need. 

Could you please tell me if a PD 
library has any art packages that run 
on PrintMaster Plus? | know that the 
company does four extra disks to run 
with the master disk but | can’t find 
them. If you or any of your readers 
can help, | would be very grateful 

| would also like to thank you for 
the best ST magazine on the market, 
so keep up the good work! 

HH Harrison, 
Ebbw Vale, Gwent. 


By coincidence, I was talking to 
Mike Goodman about this very 
program Just 24 hours ago. 


7 
Ss SS 


(Gmeaae HAN) 


Europa House 
Adlington Park 
Macclesfield 
SKi0 4nP 


There are many excellent prod- 
ucts like PrintMaster Plus and 
others that have just disap- 
peared from the UK market. 
The good news is that 


Goodmans has a range of disks 


available to support this par- 
ticular package. You can call 
Mike on 0782 335650. TK 


PICTURE DISPLAYS 


| wonder if you can 
help me with a 
small problem 
O) | have been 
ELD sien some 
BY” disks with files 
called .GIF on 
them. | understand 
that they are a PC file 
format, but I’ve also been told that 
there is a way of viewing them on 
my upgraded 1040 STFM, What pro- 
gram do | need to do this? Is there 
anything in the public domain that 
would do the job and save me my 
hard-earned pennies? 
¥d be grateful for any help you 
can give me. 
John Kerry, Battersea, London 


ReEbDIEd 
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GIF stands for Graphics 
Interchange Format and was 
created by Compuserve Inc. for 
transmitting on-line graphics 
across the Compuserve net- 
work, 

As such, it was never intend- 
ed for use as a graphics 
compression program but the 
degree of compression achiev- 
able is so good that many pro- 
grammers have incorporated it 
into their software. 

There are a number of PD 
picture viewers such as the 
highly rated Gem View 2.01, 
reviewed in Issue 11 (March 
1993). This lets you look at . 
GIF files and reduces them to 
the number of colours avail- 
able from ST low-res. 

They still look pretty impres- 
sive, though. This program is 
actually designed for the 
Falcon and displays GIF, IEF 
and various other formats in 
over 32,000 colours, For file 
conversions, check out 
Imagecopy 2 (£9.95) from the 
ST Club, 2 Broadway, 
Nottingham NGI 1PS. Tel: 
0602 410241. VL 
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GemView 

lets you view 
| GIFs while 
| ImageCopy 2 

can convert 
them to 
various other 
formats. 


THE RIGHT CONNECTIONS? 


This is more a ques- 
tion than a prob- 
lem. | have a 
couple of 
STs that | 
use for busi- 
ness and a 
520 STEM for 
games. The work 
machines (I'm a freelance designer) 
both have 105 megabyte hard dri- 
ves, but | always find that the file | 
want is on the wrong machine! 

| usually connect the two using 
the modem ports and | use a PD ter- 
minal program to transfer the files 
across. 

Is it possible to network the two 
(or three) machines? If so, what do | 
need? As | am not very technical 
minded, is there a company that 
specialises in this kind of thing that 
would help? 

Paul Queenly, Falkirk, 
Scotland. 


The ST, although not designed 
to be casily networked, can be 
linked using DataNet hard- 
ware. 

This is available from 
Ladbroke Computing, 33 
Ormskirk Road, Preston, 
Lancs. Tel: 0772 203166. Prices 
range from £59.99 depending 
on the type of network used 
and the number of STs being 
connected, TK 


BerolPress, a PrintMaster 
clone. Unfortunately, it's 
all in German... 
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COMPUTER 
‘SUPPLIES 


| 
} European orders please call for 


quotations, All goods subject to 
availability, prices subject to change 
without notice, E&OE. 


Price includes VAT and delivery by post. 
Courier delivery from £3, please ask for 
details, Please allow five days for cheque 
Clearance. 


TO ORDER: Please call the number listed } 
below to place a credit card order 
(Access/Visa) or send cheques/POs | 
made out to MJC Supplies to: 


MJC COMPUTER SUPPLIES (STR) 
Unit 2, The Arches, Icknield Way, 
Letchworth, Herts, SG6 1WJ 
Tel: (0462) 481166 


UPERBASE PRO 


A very powerful fully relational database 
that will handle both text and graphic 
files. VOR style forward and backward 
controls makes browsing records easy. 
Maximum file size only limited by disk 
size, (iMb min required), Achieved 91% 
~ST Review, October 1992 


MJC PRICE £74.95 


Emlyn Hughes Soccer 
Eye of he Storm 
je? 


Fontan Wet Bic 
Font Food Diszy" 


M1 Tonk Pltoon 


Mocdonalds lond* 


2 


jc Boy 


S3833: 


ge Footbal 1 Mag) 
Nigel Morse 


Firs Samra! » Mega to Mania 
Flight of te rude’. 
Football Deck 


Braham Gooch |t 
oa mt Fel 


Heindoll() Meg) 


in Rigby Chlenge 
ark Challenge (8 


Joguor X/226 (I Me 
Joey Whi’ Soocar 


KO. 2-Finol Whisle 
£0, 2 Waning toxics 


tee ratett 


HISOFT PRODUCTS 


system idea! for Doth serious and casual program 


MAC PRICE 957.95 


HU-SPEED PASCAL: Designed to be compatible with the 
ly known Turbo Pascal or the PC. features fast 
‘single pass compler wih speeds 20,000 ines 
‘er minute - compile to memory includes an 
integrated mult window eat 
‘MC PRICE £74.25 


[DEVPAC 3: The latest version 

package, Containing an 

Debugger Mis ideal or begueners and pr 
(MC PRICE £58.65 


LATTICE C V5.5: A versae ard powertl development 
system forthe popular C language, adhering closely to 
the ANS! standard. It contains probably the most 
omprehensive s rae te 
‘Atari 88000 computers. Gem based instalation, mul 
window edtor, project manager and much mi 

‘MAC PRICE £105.00 


HARLEKIN 2: A unique collection of ust 

the Atari ST yendar, eas orga 

manager, printer ut h more 
MJC PRICE £39.05 


DIAMOND BACK 2: The hare isk back 
3 fhe by Me, very fast with optional 
Hiab formatting opto 
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LAUGH & LEARN WITH ADY 
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‘ADI FRENCH 
£276.95 each of £32.00 for two 


WC Pr 7888 


EDUCATIONAL 
[UNDER 6} 


School 3 Eber 4 
Shoo 37) 


ee, 


wer Maths [12.18 GCSE} 


Phorm 8 
Poyschoo! 3) 
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3.5 BLANK DISKS 


mare 


playback 
ie (not included), Full 


Mac PRICE £28.95 


# priced seauence but wth powerty 
ghosting, delay. note 


MC PRICE £28.95 


‘STEREO REPLAY: This syetom can record in high quality 
stereo sing its twin phon Inputs. The Editor features 
include mark, hide, cut, fp, past, insert, delete, fl, 
verse, overtay, clea, fade and much move. 

‘MUC PRICE £64.95 

! 


} REPLAY 18: Tis fist 16 forthe ST is gaining 
wide acclaim and deservedly so The package contains an 
Exior, Midiplay Sequencer, and Orumbest 16. Samples 
at aes up to 46KH 

j ‘MUC PRICE £99.00 


VIDEOMASTER ST 
Videomaster combines a Video Digitisor and a Sound 
Sample in one low cost unt. Several images can be held 
ann sound samples added to them, Colour digitising can 
be achieved using the fitrs provided (stil camera) or by 
using an RGB Spite (not provided), 

MJC PRICE 252.95 


MISCELLANEOUS 


Fnowoswr: Ao sasing atx mows swt ox 
‘Automaticay detects device boing used, 
| (MJC PRICE £13.95 
J DRAGON MOUSE: Budget priced replacement mouse, 
features micro switches and 260 dpi resolution. 

MUG PRICE £12.95 


OLDEN IMAGE RANGE OF MICE 
AVAILABLE SOON 
PLEASE CALL FOR DETAILS 


This month in a 
new look Learn 
The Lingo we 
take a look at the 
terms used in the 
world of comms 
and modems 


ARCHIVED FILES 


Using a modem, especially a slower 
one, costs money. If you can 
reduce the size of a file by compress- 
ing it, you can make transters 
quicker and cheaper. See also Zip 
Files. 


BAUD RATE 


The speed at which a modem and 
computer talk to each other, Can be 
different from the connection speed 
between the modem and bulletin 
board or remote modem. 


BULLETIN BOARD 


A “central message area” used by 
people to leave messages for others 
(both personal and general) and 
transfer files and programs. Bulletin 
boards (BBSs) are also storage areas 
for PD software and information files 
that can be downloaded by the user, 
often free of charge. Some may even 
have multi-user adventure games on 
them (see M.U.D.D.) 


A Hayes 9600 baud modem. 


COMMS 


The word that covers data 
communications ~ a bit of a mouth- 
ful! Simply a term that covers 
the general use of modems to 
pass information between remote 
users, 


DOWNLOAD 


Taking a file from a BBS. Some 
boards insist that you put something 
onto the board by uploading, but 
Generally it’s a way of having instant 
access to PD programs. 


EMAIL 


Mail can be sent privately using 
Electronic Mail. All you need is a 
mailbox name or number and a BBS 
that communicates with others and 
passes your mail on for you. 
Information about the various Email 
services can be found on the relevant 
boards 


LOG ON 


Connecting to a BBS involves such a 
procedure usually consisting of a user 
name and a password. The reason for 
this is to make sure that no-one else 
can log on and send abusive mail 
using your name and, of course, read 
your private maill 


MODEM 


The word MODEM is a shortened 
form of MODulate-DEModulate. 


und on BBSs. It is 
nteractive and 


totally 


ST Jargon Explained 


LEARN THE LINGO 


Modems come in all shapes and sizes, including pocket-sized! 


also extremely easy to run up a very 
large telephone billl 


OLR 


An off-line reader, often called simply 
a reader, can log on to a BBS, get 
your mail and messages at high 
speed and then log off. You can then 
take your time to read it all and 
answer at your leisure. When you've 
finished, the OLR will log on again 
and upload your repli 
time and money 


0 saving 


RS-232C 


The socket on the back of the ST 


marked “Modem” is an industry: 


Connecting a modem is simple, just a line to the tele 
phone, one to the computer and, of course, power. 


standard RS-232C port. This means 
that practically any modem can be 
connected to it. Some computers 
have a 9-pin plug (instead of the ST’s 
25-pin variety) as found on the 
Falcon, 


TRANSFER PROTOCOLS 


Files can be sent and received over a 
telephone line using various different 
systems, It is important that both the 
user and BBS are using the same sys 
tem otherwise file transfers will not 
work, 


X, Y AND Z-MODEM 


Three different types of file transfer 
The latter is probably the fastest of 
the three, but experimentation is 
always wise to find out which suits 
you and the BBS you're using 


ZIP FILES 


ZIP is a form of data compression, 
fast becoming recognised as the 
standard for file transfer. Efficient and 
fast to pack and unpack. It is also 
compatible with PKZIP, the PC com 
pression format. 
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Once again, the 
mailbox is full of 
your letters, 
especially in 

the light of 
recent changes... 


WRITE IT DOWN! 


if you have something to say 
about the ST world, the maga 
zine or anything else, write it 
down and send it to us at 
Points Of View, Atari ST 
Review, Europa House 


Adlington Park, Macclesfield, 
SK10 4NP. Don't send us any 


SAEs as we are unable to 
enter Into personal correspon. 
dence. We reserve the right to 
edit letters for space reasons 
and all mail received will be 
considered for publication. 
Please note that whilst we try 
to answer every letter, due to 
the volume received this is 
not always possible. 


ORDERING UP A PROBLEM 


Your comments on the following 
situation would be appreciated 

On 23/01/93, | ordered two items 
from Datagem. These were adver 
tised in Atari ST Review Issue 9, Jan 
93, Within a relatively short time, | 
received a letter and refund cheque 
for the first item. The program Zool 
apparently is not coming out on the 
ST - so why advertise it, then? 

Three weeks after ordering, | 
received a copy of Streetfighter Il. Not 
loading, | rang Datagem and 
informed them. My son’s computer 
is an Atari STM with one megabyte 
of memory. As instructed, | returned 
the game. A week later, | received a 
replacement package. On finding the 
same problem with this, | rang the 
same day. | was informed that the 
suppliers, US Gold had only just 
informed Datagem that the original 
issue was for the STE only, but 
replacements would be despatched 
for other models. Again, | did as 
requested and returned the package, 
this time with a plea for compensa- 
tion to cover time, postage and 
telephone calls. 

Another three weeks passed and | 
still had not heard from Datagem, 
but on enquiring, | was told 
that someone would ring me back. 
This did not happen. | tried again 
and was told that the “returns lady” 
was not at work at this time. 
Eventually, after a total of eight 
weeks since | first ordered, | got a call 


back to tell me tt 


iere was only 


Philip Baxter, Basingstoke, 
Hants. 


I sympathise with your situa- 
tion Philip but let me give you 
@ scenario. Let’s say that 'm 
running a mail order company 
and get wind of a hot game 
being released. A couple of tele- 
phone calls later and I know 
what date the program's 
being released. Bearing in 
mind that this program's 
Hkely to sell in quantity, 1 
want to get the fact that I 
stocking it across to the public 
Now the time gap between 
placing my ad with a maga- 
zine and that magazine 
appearing is at least four to 
five weeks, during the course of 
which there can be various 
changes such as price, avail- 
ability and time scale. 
Communication breakdown 
is a common source of frustra- 
tion for all of us, With this in 
mind, I usually give a company 
the benefit of the doubt the 
first time this happens and 
would probably be prepared to 
order from them again. Two 
falls and they're out - perma- 
nently. Without attacking or 
defending any particular 
company, let’s leave it at that 
~ unless any other readers 
have further points to make. 


Darran 
— 
Purine) 
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TTERS 


HEAPS OF PRAISE 


In issue 11, Andy Tagger of West 
Yorkshire claimed that MJC Computer 
Supplies should win the award of 
most efficient software supplier of the 
year. In my opinion, the PD 
Warehouse would win hands down! 

| ordered three PD disks from them 
by post on a Wednesday and two 
days later, | received the games. 
Unfortunately, one of the disks was 
slightly different from my original 
order, | rang them on the Friday at 
5:00pm and was told that they would 
ind me the correct disk along with a 
ped-addressed envelope so | 
6 send back the incorrect disk. To 
wzement, the package arrived 
my letterbox the following 
hours later, all the 
Kent! | sent the disk back 
fer saying how 


was. If that wasn’t enough, 
S later | received nine free 
ks, all with PD programs on it, for 
my kind letter! 

f this firm can be beaten or bet- 
tered | shall eat my nine free disks. 
OK, they slightly botched up the 
order but with so many orders, 
everyone does it. | hope you will 
publish this letter as they thoroughly 
deserve it. 

Please could any reader tell me if 
there are any games for the ST which 
are like Road Rash and where | could 
get them from? 

Peter Ling, Winsford, Cheshire. 


Well, it’s nice to hear about 
good service as we said last 
time, but it’s a sad state of 
affairs when a company has to 
send out free software when 
someone praises them. This 
should be a matter of course 
and not a reward situation. 
Don’t take this the wrong way ~ 
we don't suggest that you got 
“something for nothing”, mere: 
ly that it should not be 
necessary. 

On a lighter note, has any- 
one else got a story of service 
above and beyond the call of 
duty? Let us know and we'll 
compile a list of the best people 
to deal with, 


Streetfighter II - STE only. 


OISCONNECTE! 
CURRENT CONFIGURATION 
Baudrate 9688 baud, 
Rec buffer is OPEN 


Mail beacon is off, 
futo-formarding is on. 


Callsign. 
Size, ..,.508 kilobytes (8% used) 
Mode AEA Hone BBS,...,GB7CRG Mailbox 


Zap command... 
Zap callsign,.,.,GB7CRG. 25 scan words 
futo PHS switching after 2 minutes. 


» G4UUZ = Name..... Tony 


Command character (ASCII)....,3, Comms checking,...,0n 


8 Program restarts. 
| fae are, . 0 


| Yap DOL DADS 


Node callsign, 


1=068 


Press a key 
S Off Rx Buff Open 


HAM AND CHIPS! 


| would first like to say that | think 
that your magazine has the right 
balance between games, serious 
software and hardware reviews. 
Keep up the good work. Now for the 
rest of my letter. 

Jam starting an Atari Radio User 
Group for radio amateurs and short 
wave listeners and would like to 
know if a similar group exists in the 
UK already or if anyone is interested 
in joining one. 

1 would like the group to help the 
Atari 8-bit and 16-bit computer 
‘owners. if anyone is interested in 
joining such a group, please send an 
SAE to me: 

Graham Rayner G7KCT, 
38 Brockhurst Road, 


There have been attempts to 
Start lists on Packet Radio 
with a view to forming a large 
worldwide user group, 
Graham, but this met with 
Hittle success as people just 
couldn't be bothered to answer 
4 few questions, It didn’t even 
cost them any money! I hope 
you have more luck with 

your group. 


BIRTHDAY CELEBRATIONS? 


Congratulations on ST Reviews first 
birthday and maintaining the quality 
of the editorials and so on. 

1 would like to express my concern 
at the tone of the reply given to 
Craig Morris of West Yorkshire in 
issue 12, Quote “We're only sorry 
that we won't be celebrating any 
more time with you” unquote 

Given that there has been 
takeover at ST Review, does that 
mean that you do not expect to 
continue much further? | do hope 
that this is not the case as the ST 
faithful are seriously under-represent- 
ed already in the journalistic sense 
and all other aspects. 

Aliso, wouldn't a price drop have 
been in order for issue 12 as there 
was only one cover disk? 


n_ Dir 


No errors logged, 

27008 3-008 
AMTERM_4, 34\MAILBOX\ 
AMTERM_4, 34\DOWNLOAD\ 
ANTERM_ 4. 34\LO6\ 
G4WSD-8, IRD Party...,,0n, DCD checking,....Off, 
| Rutomatic zapping is disabled, 


Control Byte 
RX DUMP.... 
YAPP UPLOADS 
Terminal uptine,, 


Amterm 
for packet 
radio 

~ ts there 


ID...,, (Bollington, Macclesfield ~ Ante] anyone 
Zap to disk. 


e. 
Database has 1532 entries. 


out there? 


1118881 (113) 

\ANTERN. 4, 34\RX_DU\ 
\ANTERM..4, 34\UPLOA\ 
8 Days 8 Hours @ Hin, 


Forwarding at 52 mins past the hour, 
Your hierachical address is @:G4UUZ.GB7CRG.GBR.EU 


Rx Dump On 


I do hope you carry on with the 
magazine for a long time to come. 
Robert Drummond, Glasgow, 
Scotland 


As far as we are aware, there 
are no plans to discontinue 
the publishing of ST Review, 
Robert, so don’t worry. That 
particular reply was compiled 
before the deal with Europress 
was struck and so was accu- 
rate at the time of writing. 

Issue 12 was the last one 
published by EMAP, and it is 
fair to say that the editorial 
team were unhappy with the 
cover price, but had no control 
over the situation. The cover 
price has now been reduced to 
£3.50 and cover disk programs 
are now back to commercial 
Status. We intend to keep it 
that way, 


SUBSCRIPTION PROBLEMS 


‘am writing to you in the hope that 
I can subscribe to your magazine. | 
have tried to call many times, but 
the number seems to bé permanent- 
ly engaged. | sent my credit card 
details through in January and | still 
haven't received a subscription, 50 | 
thought I'd write to you instead. | 
really would like to get your 
magazine every month as it’s the 
best available, so | have included my 
card details for you. | missed the first 
Seven issues and | don’t want to miss 
any more. 

John Moon, Victoria, Australia. 


We're sorry you've had prob- 
lems, John, We've spoken to 
our subs department on your 
behalf and you should now get 
ST Review by airmail every 


month. Keep spreading the 
word! 


ST DOWN UNDER 


ve recently discovered ST Review. 
My first encounter was with issue 
eight, with an in-depth review of the 
Falcon, and Cyber Studio on the 
cover disk! | don’t want to complete- 


Printer Off 


Yapp Up/Down 


ly rubbish the other magazines, just 
to let you know that there's one 
more person switching to ST Review. 

Now to the point; with the release 
of the Falcon, it’s time Atari sorted 
out a couple of details. The new 
hardware is only any good if the 
software available takes advantage of 
it. One of my “pet hates” is the way 
GEM handles text in dialogue boxes. 
No selecting, cutting and pasting of 
text is available. Compare that with 
Windows or System 7 on the Mac, 
where words can be selected and 
then deleted inside items such as the 
file selector. 

Which brings me neatly onto my 
next point. Why is the Falcon file 
selector so poor? It won't stop me 
using UIS Hilt 

What about colour icons? There 
must be a way for the Falcon to 
support these. Also, what about a 
clipboard? The other systems all 
allow you to cut items from one pro- 
gram and paste them in to another. | 
know that an Atari clipboard is avail- 
able (controlled from the XContro! 
panel), but to my knowledge, only 
two programs, STaiker 3 and STeno, 
both from Gribnif Software, make 
use of It. This isn’t enough. 

Even so, the Falcon is still 
scorcher af a machine (actually, the 
ST's pretty terrific, too!) and there's 
no way I'd ever buy any other 
computer. | can't wait to have a 


Desk File Uiew Options 


Points Of View 


Falcon on my desk later this year. 

That's about it, really. Keep up the 
great work. It’s so nice to find a 
magazine that has the serious 
reviews actually before the games 
and it shows people that the com- 
puter is as serious as the magazine. If 
that keeps up, people might finally 
see the Atari series as real computers. 
Alex Plooy, New South Wales, 
Australia 


You really can't mention 
Windows, System 7 and TOS 
in the same breath. The first 
two are multi-tasking systems 
created from the ground up for 
the PC and Mac environments 
respectively and are installed 
onto hard disk. Any minor 
changes can simply be made 
via a “tune-up” program on a 
single floppy. TOS is in ROM; 
any changes invariably require 
a@ new chip set, excluding the 
rather kludgey Auto folder 
programs that have been 

used to various problems 
especially concerning the ST's 
serial port. 

Your point about a 
Clipboard is a valid one, and 
a Clipboard has indeed 
existed within the ST for many 
years. But in which format 
should data be transferred? 
The proprietary code used by 
most programmers makes it 
very difficult to ensure 
compatibility of data transfer 
between different programs 
unless the computer manufac 
turer insists on a particular 
format. This is certainly the 
case on the Mac where the 
Clipboard can be used to hold 
data in any format while a 
program is running but con- 
verts It to either text or a PICT 
(the Mac graphic bit-map 
format) upon leaving that 

am. 

It all comes down to 
accurate guidelines. Atari 
seem to have improved in this 
area lately ~ let's hope that we 
reap the benefits of this in the 
future. 


STalker™: Off-Line 


Tle Edit Settings Uptions 


ac el T 


fran 
¥ Send 


e "Talker & STeno Windows 
(CR) fifter Each Line 


STalker - one of the few programs which use the Atarl clipboard 
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A MAJOR BEEF! 


I wonder if many of my fellow readers have 
reached the same conclusions as | have concerning 
the idiosyncratic nature of the home computer 
world and Atari Corporation in particular. 

Firstly, let me say how much | appreciated the 
arrival of ST Review into a market increasingly dom- 
inated by some strange “yoot” culture where 
columnists had become convinced that they had 
to include at least a dozen quotes from Monty 
Python, Blackadder or Reeves & Mortimer in every 
article. I'm a great comedy fan and prided myself 
‘on recognising even the most obscure quotes, but 
they didn’t contribute to my understanding of the 
article’s subject matter which seemed merely to be 
padding between one joke and the next, Imagine 
my relief when ST Review appeared - a magazine 
capable of producing its humour first-hand! With 
factual accuracy and a mature emotional outlook, 
here was a magazine which treated its readers as 
real human beings, not “culture junkies”. 

When | saw the strange label plastered over the 
editorial of issue 12, | just had to read the editorial 
under the label with the help of a torch and... 
wow! Pretty vitriolic stuff! Understandably, most of 
your editorial concerned the launch, or rather not, 
of the Falcon and | found myself agreeing with all 
the complaints made. 

I've been a follower of Atari for more years than 
I care to remember, from a VCS to the ST via a 
600XL. Recently, | had cause to visit my local Atari 
stockist and was surprised to see an STE-cased 
Falcon there on display along with a Commodore 
1200 and the new Acorn. It will probably come 
as no surprise to learn that the competition took 
the lion’s share of interest from the punters, proba- 
bly due to the impressive games they were 
funning. No-one seemed to know about the 
Falcon and | must stress that the shop staff were 
not to blame in the slightest for this; it just seemed 
that there was no interest. 

| suppose | should have seen this situation com- 
ing, what with Atari releasing TOS version after 
TOS version for the ST range and changing the lay- 
out of the circuit board seemingly at will — how 
often have you seen the comment “due to the 
variance in design of the Atari ST, there are a small 
minority of boards in existence which may require 
a little soldering”. All this chopping and changing 
has done nothing to further Atari’s image and they 
are now reaping the rewards from their policy of 
“continually upgrading” 

{note with interest Darryl Stil’s reply to Michael 
Kirk’s letter in The Blitter End, (issue 12), particular- 
ly his comment on rumours being treated as facts. 
When the STE was launched, | seem to recall Atari 
talking of complete compatibility, With the hind- 
sight of this, who can blame us for treating Atari's 
commen he Falcon with, shall we say, 


mild scepticism? | also see that Mr Suill says “Atari 
has always stated clearly that the Falcon is not a 
new type of ST, but rather a revolutionary new 
computer.” Really? New Computer Express in June 
1991 contained an interview with Sam Tramiel, the 
headline of which, incidentally, read “We will blow 
the Amiga away!” In the interview, the following 
exchange takes place: 


Sam Tramiel: "We have at feast four machines 
coming out in the ST line and they are just 
absolutely phenomenal.” 

Express: “When will we see them?” 

ST: “All tour will be out in 1992." 

Exp: “Will any of them take the place of existing 
machines?” 

ST: "No, they'll be added on.” 

Exp: “Can we look forward to an even more 
advanced ST ~ a sort of STEE specifically for the 
leisure market?” 

ST: “can’t comment on that at all. | can just say 
that they will be very, very exciting.” 

Exp: “And they will, of course, run alongside the 
existing machine?" 

ST: "The issue of compatibility for us is, of course 
of major, major importance, so we are producing 
machines that are as consistent as possible in 
compatibility.” 


* always stated clearly... not a new type of 
ST*?: ".,.as consistent as possible in compatibill 
ty’?: "added on” to existing machines? Who are 
we to believe? And what about the comment of 
not wanting “to build up demand before we can 
supply?” Why mention this wonder machine at all? 
Obviously Atari was intending to have the Falcon 
on the shelves in time to compete with the A1200 
but, in true Atari style, something went wrong, so 
they settled for the next best thing — start a whis 
pering campaign! They hoped that by giving the 
world glimpses of the new wonder machine, they 
could persuade people not to rush out recklessly 
and buy an A1200. Unfortunately instead of going 
“Wow”, the average attitude was more of “Oh, 
yes, I've heard that one before, haven't [?” 

The sad irony of this little saga is that the Falcon 
really is a wonder machine. It certainly makes the 
most of existing technology, and the tragedy Is 
that it is in imminent danger of being Atari’s first 
real stillborn child, 

All this for the sake of one thing — competition 
with Commodore. The story’s an old one: The XL 
series verses the C64; the ST verses the A500/600 
and now the Falcon against the A1200. I'm 
saying that competition is a bad thing, for without 
it there would be no technological breakthroughs, 
but | am old enough to own the first issue of 
ST/Amiga Format. Halcyon days - and a happy 
marriage it was too, There was no bitching or 
back-biting, no “mine’s bigger than yours” school 
yard taunts. It didn’t last. 

The Amiga camp must be laughing themselves 
sick at the moment as they watch the ever increas: 
ing sales figures for the A1200 — and what is Atari's 
response? “Oh, you must see our new machine, 
it’s brilliant. t'll be out, er, Christmas. Did | say 
Christmas? Sorry, | meant to say March. Yes, that’s 
it, March, honest. Or April. It will be soon, though 
believe me. It’s definitely worth waiting for, 
though and it'll wipe the floor with the A1200. 
Can you see one in action, did you say? Well, that 
depends, really. No, wait, where are you going?” 
Cheers, Atari! 

It’s all so very sad, | said earlier that | had stuck 
with Atari since the days of the VCS console, but | 
am forced to concede that if | were to consider 
buying a new computer then I’m afraid my past 
experiences would encourage me to consider 


Commodore. Let's just hope that ! never have to 
face that choice. 
Paul McCree, Clithroe, Lancashire 


Paul, I'm sure you speak for the majority 
of ST owners; most of us have suffered at 
the hands of TOS changes and the various 
quirks of the ST's electronics, | made the 
comment a year ago that if the Falcon 
succeeded, it would be in spite of Atari not 
due to them and I believe that this still 
holds true. It’s probably also true to say 
that little blame can be apportioned to 
Atari UK who simply pass on information 
they recetve from the States. 

Even with all of the ST's problems, tt has 
been a winner in many areas of the 
market for one reason only ~ the support 
of numerous software compantes such as 
HiSoft, featured in this month's Through 
The Keyhole. Did such companies wait 
until the ST had proved itself a success? 
No, and it’s fair to say that many of them 
are already supporting the Falcon, There 
is a long list of products either available, 
due for release in the near future or under 
development and such support augurs well 
for the Falcon’s future. 

Any company at the leading edge of 
technology is bound to have fallures and 
Atart is no exception. Some products died 
before release, such as the STylus graphics 
tablet and CD-ROM drive, while others 
have Just flopped, the STacey ‘portable’ 
and ST Book to name but two. This ts, per- 
haps, the unacceptable face of technology - 
there have to be casualties along the way 
as I'm sure Clive Sinclair would agree. 

Sometimes an editor has to voice the 
deep concerns of the magazine's reader- 
ship, an attitude I took in writing the 
editorial for issue 12. Now we have to look 
forward and ST Review will certainly bring 
you accurate, in-depth reviews of Falcon 
software as and when It ts available. If 
there ts sufficient demand, such reviews 
could warrant a separate section In the 
magazine in a similar manner to games, 
music and PD. 


In the meantime, don’t miss our 
competition next month ~ someone ts 
definitely going to win a Falcon, a colour 
monitor, an inkjet printer and lots of 
software... 


FAST ST REPAIRS 


Upgrades + Engineering requirements 


‘GUARANTEED | M09rfo-door ie Low Cost upgrading . 
celina Frit a oe xx Letterheads «x Compliment Slips -x 
oy naam Monitors S 
Cy Sateen +x Leaflets x Booklets x 
ae heeeoe 2 Business Cards «x 


x Manuals x Labels «x 
Professionally Litho Printed from your own Disks 


HCS ENGINEERING | Phone or Fax for Quote 


144, Tanner St., Tower Bridge, London SE1 2HG 
Tel. O71-252 2552 


So far this year, TSC has received three orders of over 100 disks from other PDL's. If fo) 
PDL's think TSC are that good, it seems likely you will too! We stock around 1,500 disks, 3! ou 
250+ of which are games, the rest cover every aspect of computing you can imagine. (But Sy = 1 
No demos!) We have a new stock of disks direct from Germany, which as yet are £ g nf reek 
unavailable from any other UK PD library. For Clipart, Utilities, Music, Education, Serious | 0 a = 
Programming util's, Wordprocessing, Business, Graphics, Fonts... we probably have what 2 ar) gt 
you want, even if you don't know what it is you want! Tell us what you want it to do, and “ ‘o 2 (a 
we'll do the rest. Same day despatch of most orders, (and we take credit cards, for even | 3 a) 3 
faster service!) Our catalogue is helpful, informative, describes each disk in full, and is | 2 ‘2 co 
filled-up with useful items. We're always ready to help out with free advice. We'v ta £3 FE 8 5 
small number of 256k SIMMS at the lowest prices around (Upgrade your STE from a 520 | — @ z 
to a 1040 for just £10 incl! First come, first served). We're not quite the biggest, not quite eon = 
the cheapest, but a lot bigger than the cheapest, and much cheaper than the biggest. Want | F a 
our catalogue? Send us a S.S.A.E.. and disk, or 3 x Ist class stamps: you won't regret it! = 
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Ladbroke Computers 


MERLIN PD 


Tel/Fax: 0453 882793 


Do we offer a fast, friendly and efficient 
service 


BUT ALSO 


We ask you to choose the programs you 
want on each disk 


Send S.S.A.E. for Paper Catalogue or £1 for Disk version 


BUDGIE AND LICENCEWARE 
NOW IN STOCK 


EXCLUSIVE LICENCEWARE 


NOSTRAM '93: The sequel to Nostram 
Price: £2 


PROBE ST v2.1: Registered version with extra features 
Price: £3.95 


11 GRANGE CLOSE, 
MINCHINHAMPTON, STROUD, 
GLOS GL6 9DE 


Premier Mail Order 
Proteus Communications... 
ecial Reserve 


‘oncerto KV417 in EbMaj (All 3 Moveme 
Concerto for Clarinet and Orch. KV622 in AMaj (3 Movements) 
Vivaldi ‘The Four Seasons 


. jachtmusik KVS25 in GM 
Mozart No. 29 KV201 in AMaj (All 4 


£12.95 each (overseas orders please add £4). Phone or write for latest list 


Send Cheque, P-O, or International money order (Sterling only) payable 
‘PROTEUS COMMUNICATIONS‘, Dept. STR, PO Box 16, Coulby Newham, 
Middlesbrough, Cleveland TS7 8YJ. Tel: 0642 300903 
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Blitter End 


issue 5 of ST Review where a certain 
Kelly Sumner, managing director of 
Commodore UK, in comparing the 
1200 with the Falcon, was quoted 
as saying: 

“The Falcon appears to be very 
much an upgrade and not a 
revolution for the ST community — 
judging from some aspects, such as 
the colour palette, which remains 
very much in the world of 16-bit 
computers.” 

Whether 16 or 24-bit colour 
should be viewed as ‘true colour’ will 
continue to be hotly debated, but 
suffice to say that 65,536 colours 
on-screen simultaneously satisfies all 


but the most critical professional 
work as the emergence of TruePaint 
shows. The other comment that 
supposedly came out of 
Commodore was that the only 
difference between the A1200 and 
the Falcon is the latter's DSP. 

Our cartoon says it all — we'd like 
to see a sub-£50 program like 
MUSICOM running on the A1200 
and providing 16-bit digital audio, 
direct-to-disk recording and superb 
sound effects. 

Mr Sumner has now moved on to 
pastures new, Perhaps the current 
MD would like to share his thoughts 
with us... 


SUBSCRIBE TO 


Subscribe now and guarantee delivery of Option! 


Atari ST Review to your door, free of postage 


and delivery costs 


Option 2 
Option 3 


For the first time, Atari ST Review is offering 
comprehensive options for subscriptions to suit 


all budgets, and each option has its own special 


ST 


14 issues for the price of 12. 

7 issues for the price of 6. 

3 issue Direct Debit or 

Credit Charge Card Authority * 


* where we debit your credit card instead of your bank account 


THE ONLY DIFFERENCE 
BETWEEN YOUAND ME 
I$ THAT YOU'VE GOT A VI2 ENGINE, 


Only £41.99 
‘Only £18.99 


Only £8.99 


REMEMBER... 


= 


- don’t miss out on these 
unbeatable offers 


two free lssues 


one free issue 


save SOp on the cover 
price, that’s £6 a year! 


offer. Make sure you don’t miss out on this essential, authoritative and entertaining guide to your ST. 


SUBSCRI PTI ON ORDER FORM SUBSCRIPTION DIRECT DEBIT, CREDIT CHARGE CARD AUTHORITY INSTRUCTION 


Complete this section form if you have ticked the Direct Debit of your bank account or 
credit card option. 

To place your order complete this form (photocopies are acceptable) and send it to Atari ST Review 

Subscriptions Department, PO Box 500, Leicester LE99 OAA, or, if paying by Access or Visa you can 


Signature Date 
fax your order on 0858 434190, The offers detailed on this page are valid until July 8 1993. 


‘Complete only one of the sections below 


Name AUTHORITY TO YOUR BANK/BUILDING SOCIETY TO PAY DIRECT DEBITS 
Address Name of bank/building society 

Address 
Postcode. Daytime Phone 


Name of account 


I would like a 


SSeS e5) 


14 issue UK subscription inc! two free issues....£47.99. Source code 0031N ‘Account No: 
7 issue UK subscription inch one free isue....£18.99. Source code 00325 fara 
Sine Det Cenk of sn cout Ce Coe Ge tsa onyna-ca9e.; | Ses LL) LI 
SOUR SOR OCA AUTHORITY TO EUROPRESS TO DEBIT YOUR CREDIT CARD 
14 Issue Overseas subscription incl two free issues....£54.99. Source code 0031N 
+d Grottesibeaton incl one es kas ba e9Soe ete S835 vector Oooo oooo Oooo - 
Please start my subscription from the Issue of Atari ST Review (please enter month) 
Expiry date iat aae 
I wish to pay € by Your instructions to the bank/building ~ [will inform the bank/bullding society/Europress 
society/Europress in writing If| wish to cancel this instuction, 


Direct Debit (Complete the form on the right. UK only) 


Credit Charge Card Authority (Complete the form on the right. UK only) 
‘Cheque / postal order payable to Europress Enterprise 
International Money Order 
Access (vee cod Number III) OOD OOO 0000 
Expiry Date__/__ 
Signature 
| Ifyou aren’t completely satisfied with your subscription, you may cancel at any time and receive a 


‘prompt refund for all unmailed copies. We suggest that overseas readers pay by international 
98 Money Order 


‘instruct you to pay Direct Debits from 
‘my account at the request of Europress Ltd 


‘The amounts are variable and may be 
debited on various dates. 


‘= No acknowledgement required. 
‘1 understand that Europtess may change the 


‘amounts and dates only after giving me prior 
notice. 


‘« understand that it any Direct Debit is paid which 
‘breaks the terms of the instruction, the bank! 
building society/Europress will make a refund. 


+ Bank/building soclety/Europress may decline to 
accept instructions to pay Direct Debit from some 


Iypes of accouts, 
FOR OFFICE USE ONLY CEEEL EP) 
Originator’ identifications No. 

REP NO, essen sewetewuenseset 


Oo Tick this box if you do not wish to receive promotional material from other companies 


I 
Lan OKe 
“Jomnpunne; 


‘advice and support over the phone and 
Keeping customers informed. Although out 
‘rices are not always tho cheapost we do 
‘endeavour to offer consistently good service 
and backup, 


‘All prices are correct at copy date 0/05/03, 
{while stooks last), and are subject to chango 
‘Without prior notice. All pricas inclide VAT but 
‘exclude dativery, 


How to Pay 
‘You can order by mall Chequee/Postal Orders 
‘made payablo 10 Ladbroke Computing. Or give 
‘your credit card details over the phone. 


Delivery 
Postal detivary Is available on email (tems 
Under £40 (Normally £3, phone for details) 
‘Add £7 for courier dolivary. Next working any 
‘delivery on mainland UK subject to wiock (£1 
for Saturday delivery), 


‘Open Mon-Sat 9,30am ta 5, 00pm 
Ladbroke Campuling Lid trading as Ladbroke 
‘Computing international. 


Fax: (0772) 561071 
Tel: 9,00am-5.30pm (5 Lines) 


Star 

Star LC100 Colour £165.00 
Star LC20 £124.00 
Star LC24/100 Mono £179.00 
Starjet SJ48 Bubblejet £210.00 
$J48 Sheet Feeder £55.00 
$J48 Ink Cartridge £19.00 
Citizen 

Citizen Swift 240 Colour £270.00 
Hewlett Packard 

HP Deskjet 500 £339.00 
HP Deskjet 550 Colour £580.00 
Lasers 

Seikosha OP104 £549.00 


@ 512K RAM (Exp to 2.5Mb) 
HP Laserjet IIP emulation 
@ 14 resident fonts 

®@ Centronics/RS232C/RS422 
@ 12 months on-site warranty 


Seikosha 512k RAM upgrade £69.00 


Seikosha Toner (2 units) £19.00 
Seikosha Drum Unit £79.00 
Ricoh LP1200 £759.00 


Add £3 for Centronics cable and £7 
for next working day courier delivery 


Data\Puis> \% 


@ All Data-Pulse Plus Hard Drives 
are fully Autobooting/Autoparking 
and are formatted, partitioned 
and tested before despatch, 
ready to “plug in and go” 

@ Full metal case measuring 
300mm x 285mm x 51mm (wdh), 
providing good shielding and 
monitor stand 

@ Only Highest Quality Quantum or 
Maxtor mechanisms used 

@ All drives come with full 12 
months warranty and free expert 
help and advice over the phone 


Data-Pulse + 42Mb £319.99 
Data-Pulse + 85Mb £379.99 
Data-Pulse + 127Mb £429.99 


i prepticat Pe" 


@ Capabie of storing over 20Mb of 
uncompressed data on a single 
3.5" Floptical disk. Can read and 
write 720K and 1.44Mb 3.5" 
Floppy disks. 

@ Average access time 65ms. Data 
transfer rate of 200K per sec (6 
times faster than Floppy disk). 

@ High quality Data-Pulse Plus 
Case and PSU. 

@ Ideat for fast data backup from 
hard drive. Diamond Back I! 
compatible. 


21Mb Floptical Drive 
Datapulse upgrade 


£399.99 
£299.99 


All the Above drives include one 
21Mb 3.5" Floptical Disk. Phone for 
combination HD/Floptical units. 


21Mb 3.5" Floptical Disk £24.99 
5 x 21Mb Floptical Disks £114.95 


igeisiuner=d? 


2 Will fit any ST(F)(M) or Mega ST 
@ Extremely compact in house 
designed Multi-layer circuit board 
smaller than a credit card 
Upgradeable in stages from the 
base 512K to 2Mb then 4Mb 
Solder in design for greater 
reliability 

Fully tested prior to despatch 

All Aries RAM upgrade boards 
come packaged in a 10 capacity 
disk box, complete with full fitting 
instructions and memory test 
disk 


512K Board 
2Mb Board 
4Mb Board 
512K SIMM's STE 
2Mb SIMM's STE £49.99 
4Mb SIMM's £94.99 
2x SIPP to SIMM adaptors £3.00 


£39.99 
£79.99 
£129.99 
£9.99 


Datanet Network Hardware 

@ Cartridge based high speed 
network solution 

@ Compatible with ST (F)(M), Mega 
ST, STE, Mega STE 

Powernet Network Software 

@ MultiTasking Network software 
allows applications to run on the 
server while drive and printer 
accesses take place in the 
background 


DataNet with PowerNet £99.99 
LanNet with PowerNet £89.99 
MidiNet with PowerNet £59.99 


Prices quoted are for 1 Node. Each computer 
attached to a Network requires 1 Node. A LanNet 
% is required to Utilise the Lan Port on a Mega 


STE, TT o Falcon 
520 STE £219.00 
1Mb STE £229.00 
2Mb STE £275.00 
4Mb STE £329.00 
1040 STE Curriculum 2 £289.00 


@ 16MHz 32 bit 68030 Central 

Processor, 16MHz Biitter, 

32MHz 56001 Digital Signal 

Processor 

1.44Mb 3.5" Floppy, up to 14Mb 

RAM. Displays 65536 colours 

from 262144 palette at 768 x 480 

resolution 

@ 8 Channel 16 bit, higher than CD 
quality, Stereo sound sampling 


FALCON 4Mb 65MbHD £959.00 


Silhouette £60.00 
Scanlite Accessory £20.00 
Diamond Back 2 £29.99 
Diamond Edge £34.99 
Image CAT £24.99 
HD Turbokit £4.99 


@ Run PC Software on your ST 
@ Full installation instructions 
@ XT or AT Emulation 


PC Speed STFM (XT) £55.00 
PC Speed STE (XT) £55,00 
AT Speed STFM (8MHz) £129.00 
AT Speed STE (8MHz) £139.00 
AT Speed C16 STFM £189.00 
AT Speed C16 STE £199.00 


Our Service department can repair 
STs in minimum time at competitive 
rates. We can arrange for fully 
insured, courier pickup and return 
delivery of your machine to ensure It's 
safety. We even have a same day 
service which will ensure your 
machine is given priority and subject 
to fault, completed the same day 

We can fit memory upgrades, PC 
Emulators, Security devices, ROM 
upgrades, hard drives to Mega STE's 
etc 

We offer a Quotation service for 
£15 for which we will examine your 
machine and report back with an 
exact price for repair. If you do not 
wish to go ahead with the repairs then 
just pay the £15, However if you do 
go ahead then the charge is included 
in the minimum charge. 

Please note: The minimum charge 
covers labour, any extra parts are 
chargeable. 


Quotation 
Minimum repair charge 
Same day service 
STFM(E) PSU 
1Mb internal drive 
A/B Boot switch 
TOS 2.06 + Switch STFM 
TOS 2.06 + Switch STE 
Courier Pickup £11.00 
Courier Return £7.00 
Phone for price and availability 
of ST spares 


£15.00 
£35.25 
£15.00 
£39.99 
£44.99 

£4.99 
£65,00 
£65.00 


Philips 8833 Mkil £229,99 
Includes 12 Months on-site 
warranty (Mainland UK) and free 
Lotus Turbo Challenge Il game 
Hi-Res Mono Monitor £139.99 
High quality 14" VGA Monitor with 
ST adaptor (including sound). Fully 
compatible with all ST Hi-Res 
Programmes 

Atari 1435 Colour Monitor £199.00 
14" Atari Colour Monitor including cable 
Colour SVGA Monitor £230.00 
High quality Colour SVGA Monitor 
31 dot pitch. Includes Falcon VGA 
adaptor. 

Falcon VGA Adaptor £9.99 
Falcon ST Monitor Adaptor £9.99 
Philips SCART to ST/STE £9.99 
8833 Mk Il to ST/STE £9.99 


WOS!IH woly 
Language News 


Watch our for new versions of our popular 
languages; Devpac 3, HiSoft BASIC 2 and 
Lattice C 5. These latest releases include full 
Falcon030 support with extra libraries, an 
improved debugger and a comprehensive 
handbook that discusses using thes 

ona Falcon computer. 


The new libraries include routines for accessing, 


the video and audio sub-systems, Speedo 


GDOS, MultiTOS, the DSP processor and other 
new aspects of the Falcon030. As such they are 


ess 


intial for any programmer with a Falcon 


computer or for anyone who wants to support 


this fabulous machine. 


These Falcon-enhanced versions will be 
stickered as such on the outside of the box (an 
example is shown below) and so will be easily 
recognisable. Upgrade prices start from £10 for 
each product - please call for details. 


The Falcon030-ennhanced sticker that 
twill appear on all our softoare 

packages that include special ey 
jentures to take advantage of the YA 
Falcon computer. % 


Speedo GDOS 
end MultiTOS 


At long last, both MultiTOS and Speedo GDOS 
are available in the UK. MultiTOS is Atari's 
official pre-emptive, multi-tasking operating 
system allowing you to schedule a variety of 
tasks on your computer, Speedo GDOS is the 
new outline font system based on Bitstream’s 
Speedo font engine, 


Both programs are released on 22 May, require 
upwards of 2Mb of memory and are complete 
with manuals and free 30-day support from 
HiSoft. 


Diamond Edge, 


Diamond Back II, £99 
DataLite Package 

Speedo GDOS and 

MultiTOS package 9 “*?9 


Wordflair 2 inc = 
Speedo GDOS 65925 Harlekin 2 £39.95 


products. 


When only the Best will do.. 


Falcons from HiSoft 


Yes, we have them - now! In what is an unusual step for 
us, we have decided to stock both the IMb and the 
4Mb/65Mb HD versions, the fetail prices of which are 
£599 and £999 inclusive. 


We have un-rivalled (in the UK at least) knowledge of 
the Falcon hardware, its operating system and the tools 
that will be available for this amazing machine; in 
addition, we firmly believe in quality of 
customer service, both before and after a sale. So 
why not give us a call to discuss the benefits of 
this superb new computer and how it can best 
meet your requirements? 


TruePaint 


TruePaint is the first art package to take 
advantage of the true colour capabilities of the 
Falcon030 computer ... and it is shipping now. 
Some of the highlights of the product are: 


© Works on all STs and Falcons inall screen 
resolutions including 768x480 True Colour 


* — Easy-to-use multi-window environment with 
menus, toolbox and keyboard shortcuts 


* Full range of drawing tools 


yy 


Special Spring 93 Prices from HiSoft 


Asa very special mail onder promotion, we have reduced the prices of some of our software 
titles for a limited time to readers of this magazine. The following products will be available, 
subject to stock, at lower prices for the period 22 May until 31 June 1993. You can only order 
directly from HiSoft using your credit /debit card or by sending us a cheque /postal order 
(payable to HiSoft), quoting reference ATS93MI. Alll prices include VAT and P&P from HiSoft, 


© Alarge variety of effects including shear, 
wrinkl nooth, rainbow etc 


* Flexible z00m, full screen mode with edit, 
colour picker, bézier curves ... 

* Animation, Font/Speedo GDOS support, wide 
variety of file formats including IFF, TIFF, GIF, 
JPEG, Targa, IMG, Neochrome and more 


* — Extensive and informative 170-page manual 


emdoiet File E4Ht Hee terins tteces 


TruePaint was launched at the 7th International 
Computer Show and has already gained wide 
acclaim from its users. For more information, 
please call us and ask for a brochure. 


ProFlight £14.95 
Lattice C 5 - non Falcon £99.95 
HiSoft BASIC2-non Falcon = £54.95 
Devpac 3 - non Falcon £54.95 


Diamond Edge 


From the authors of Diamond Back, the popular 
hard disk backup program, comes a new 
package that is essential to any serious user of 
an Atari 680x0 computer. 


Diamond Edge is a complete set of 
management, optimisation, diagnostic, repair 
and data recovery tools for use with floppy 
disks and hard disks. Version 1.04 is now 
available, this supports the IDE hard disk 
within the Falcon030 - call for upgrade details. 


The current version of Diamond Back, 2.51, has 
full support for the new 21Mb flopticals - again. 
contact ts for information on upgrading. 


DataLite 2 


We are pleased to have acquired the exclusive 
rights to this new program from Germany. 


DataLite is a sophisticated ‘disk doubler’ which, 
by using a combination of compression & 
de-compression techniques, can save up to 50% 
of the space on your hard drive or on your 
floppy disks. We have thoroughly tested this 
invaluable program and we have found it to be 
extremely reliable and easy-to-use, 


DataLite compresses all types of data on your 
disk, not just text files, and thus gives you 
optimal space saving. DataLite is a logic 
companion for Diamond Edge and Diamond 
Back II and we have a special, limited offer for a 
combined pack of all three utilities (see the box 
below). 


Harlekin 3 


The latest upgrade to the immensely popular 
Harlekin suite of desk accessories is released on 
22 May. The package has been much improved 
and extended including non-modal dialogs, a 
multi-window editor, full Multi-TOS and 
Falcon030 support and a new manual. Please 
call or write for full details and upgrade 
information. 


All HiSoft 

local comp 
w title you 
using your credit or debit 


products shoutd be available through your 
ler: If you difficulty in 

rectly from HiSoft 
d ~ just call 0525 718781 
mail order sale 


HiSoft 


The Old School, Greenfield, 
Bedford MK45 5DE UK. 
Tel: +44 (0) 525 718181 
Fax: +44 (0) 525 713716 
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